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This appointment gives me special pleasure because I remember when he joined  the club in 2005 and 

some months later he gave his five minute talk and I was struck by his directness, his personable 

calmness and his wry sense of humour in both acknowledging our clubs strengths without pandering to 

it. 

He is an individual who by sheer hard work and focused determination makes a success of anything he 

wants to get involved in.  Educated at Canterbury University (sorry not Victoria) he held a senior position 

at Tranz Rail as it was called in the 1990s and then he moved into the Financial Services  industry with 

Spicers which has kept him in comfortable living ever since. 

But it is his Rotary involvement that marks him apart from others.   In every task he has undertaken he 

has been thorough with his research, he remains focussed on outcomes and he steers the task in front 

of him without deviation and with minimum of fuss or upsetting anyone. 

For the first time in my Rotary history he gave a planned and well researched approach to our 

fundraising by arranging a clean division of financial support through international, national and regional 

charities and prepared a level of support that broke through the tyranny of the annual turnover of office 

bearers within our club. 

But that was only part of it.  Having got the planning in place he succeeded in implementing it through 

working through the projects and keeping every one focused.    



He truly stood out during his time as chair of our Fundraising Committee  but again his contributions at 

Board level, his generosity in supporting others his constant attendance at all Rotary events he has 

helped make this Rotary Club stronger and more effective than it was before. 

It is great that Peter Lawson is here with his wife Kate Faulks 

I ask Peter Lawson to come forward and receive his citation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
James Austin 

President 


