He aha ngā
tāke kōrero?
What’s
the story?

Putanga Toi ki Aotearoa

Increasing access to the arts
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Arts Access Aotearoa: a snapshot
Arts Access Aotearoa | Putanga Toi ki Aotearoa works in partnership to
increase access to the arts for people in Aotearoa who experience barriers
to participation as artists, performers, audience members, and gallery and
museum visitors. We do this by working with people in the disabled, mental
health and Deaf communities. We also work with the professional arts sector to
improve access to Deaf and disabled audiences.
Arts Access Aotearoa provides a national advisory and advocacy service about
accessibility and inclusion in the arts. This includes providing information,
resources and research through the Information Centre.
We advise Te Ara Poutama Aotearoa Department of Corrections on its arts
programmes and activities, and advocate for the arts as a tool to support
the rehabilitative process of prisoners and their reintegration back into the
community on release.

Vision

Strategic goals 2019 – 2021

All people in Aotearoa can access and participate in the arts.

Strategic Goal 1: Access

Purpose

The arts are increasingly accessible to people throughout
Aotearoa.

Arts Access Aotearoa works in partnership to increase
access to the arts for people in Aotearoa who experience
barriers to participation.

Values

Arts Access Aotearoa provides its service believing in
these values:
• Accessibility and inclusion in the arts, respect and
kindness in our undertakings for and with all people
• Arts Access Aotearoa recognises the importance of
Te Tiriti o Waitangi to its kaupapa, with due regard for
Te Tiriti’s articles and principles.
This recognition is reflected in the following values that
underpin its work:
• Mōhiotanga – seeking understanding and awareness
• Rangatiratanga – respecting the mana of others
• Whanaungatanga – appreciating the value of
relationships and partnerships
• Kotahitanga – working in harmony to achieve common
purpose and shared vision
• Kaitiakitanga – service to others and nurturing
leadership within others.

By 2021, Arts Access Aotearoa is working with partners so
that the arts are more accessible in Aotearoa, in particular
for Māori, Pasifika peoples and youth, and Auckland has a
stronger community arts sector.
Strategic Goal 2: Leadership
Arts Access Aotearoa builds the leadership capacity
and skills of the people and organisations in the sectors
it works with.
By 2021, Arts Access Aotearoa is empowering the people
and organisations it works with to be heard, and facilitating
opportunities for their leadership and engagement.
Strategic Goal 3: Influence
Arts Access Aotearoa advocates for strengthened crossgovernment/agency policy, its implementation and
sustainable investment, informed by data and evidencebased research.
By 2021, Arts Access Aotearoa is influencing policy and
practice by providing advocacy and a knowledge base
from which policy makers, advocates and community
groups obtain evidence to inform their work. This is
achieved via its online evidence hub, the promotion of new
and innovative technologies, and mentoring expertise.
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Connecting
through the arts

Chair and Executive
Director’s report on 2019
Soundbites and snapchats, hashtags and handles, emojis,
likes and shares … We live in an online world where we
can communicate instantly with others in our community or
across the globe. We also have access to vast amounts of
information, good and bad.
Now, more than ever before, we seek personal connection
and a sense of community. In times of pandemics, terrorist
attacks and natural disasters, we reach out to each other in
the diverse communities that make up Aotearoa.
Artists, musicians, actors, dancers, writers and filmmakers
have always been important voices to help make sense of
this world. They bring us together, physically or virtually.
They make us laugh and cry, connect and communicate,
as we look back to the past and forward to the future.

Arts, health and wellbeing
At Arts Access Aotearoa, we are convinced of the value
of the arts and creativity to our health and wellbeing. We
support and advise a network of creative spaces around
New Zealand that provide safe, nurturing places where
people can make art, strengthen their wellbeing and gain a
sense of belonging.
Findings from a comprehensive survey of creative spaces,
conducted by the Ministry for Culture and Heritage in late
2018 with input from Arts Access Aotearoa, the Ministry of
Social Development, the Office for Disability Issues and
Creative New Zealand, were presented to Minister Carmel
Sepuloni and published in a report, Understanding the
value of creative spaces, in July 2019.
This was significant research for the sector and findings
provide insights into what creative spaces offer, their
strengths and resources, and the challenges they face
providing enough arts programmes to meet the demand for
their services.
The report demonstrates an opportunity for policymakers
and funders wanting to deliver greater wellbeing outcomes
to people in need of support. Creative spaces have proven
programmes and structures in place, and it makes sense
to invest in them so they can strengthen and expand their
services.

Minister Carmel Sepuloni, Dr Karen Walker and Richard Benge,
Arts Access Aotearoa, at the launch of Te Ora Auaha in Wellington

Te Putanga Toi Arts Access Awards 2019
Our key annual advocacy event is Te Putanga Toi Arts
Access Awards. In 2019, the event was hosted by
Parliament and Hon Kelvin Davis, Minister of Corrections.
Six awards were presented, including the inaugural
Community Arts Award sponsored by Creative New
Zealand.
A highlight of the evening, held during Te Wiki o Te Reo
Māori, was the finale where the national anthem was sung
in te reo Māori, New Zealand Sign Language and English.
Leading the national anthem in te reo Māori was Hinewehi
Mohi – 20 years after she sang it in te reo before an All
Blacks’ quarterfinal in the Rugby World Cup.
Hinewehi Mohi and her daughter, Hineraukatauri, were
guests at the awards ceremony, where the creative space
she founded in 2004, Raukatauri Music Therapy Centre,
received the Arts Access Holdsworth Creative Space
Award 2019.
Another highlight was the presentation of the Arts Access
Accolade 2019 to Robyn Hunt ONZM. This presentation
recognised her unstinting and generous support for Arts
Access Aotearoa’s work, and long-standing commitment to
human rights and advocacy for disabled people.

Arts in Corrections
Arts Access Aotearoa receives funding from Ara Poutama
Aotearoa Department of Corrections, which enables us
to deliver the Arts in Corrections Advisory Service. A key
event we were involved in was the two-day Performing
Arts and Justice Symposium, hosted by Massey University
in Auckland. Arts Access Aotearoa provided advice and
also facilitated a panel discussion called Performing from
the Inside: Navigating rehabilitation through the creative
process. The panel included Rachel Leota, National
Commissioner, Ara Poutama Aotearoa Department of
Corrections. We value her ongoing commitment and
understanding of what the arts across our diverse cultures
can offer people in Corrections facilities.
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Minister Kelvin Davis welcomes
guests to Te Putanga Toi Arts
Access Awards 2019
Photo: Vanessa Rushton Photography

Arts For All Network
Members of the national Arts For All Network, facilitated
by Arts Access Aotearoa in five regions, delivered 121
accessible services, making their events and exhibitions
more available to diverse communities. Their commitment
and passion is epitomised by the Royal New Zealand
Ballet, recipient of the Arts Access Creative New Zealand
Arts For All Award 2019. The judging panel applauded its
“comprehensive accessibility policy, free companion seat,
programme of accessible events and documentation of
audience growth”.

New directions
This year, Arts Access Aotearoa was very pleased to
receive notice of increased investment from Creative New
Zealand from 2020. It follows our application responding
to Creative New Zealand’s Investment Strategy Te Ara
Whakamua. Arts Access Aotearoa strongly supports the
strategy’s outcome that more New Zealanders participate
in the arts. Our programmes deliver to its investment
features: Greater Diversity and Reach; Dynamic Arts; and
a Resilient Arts Sector. This core funding will support Arts
Access Aotearoa under the Toi Tōtara Haemata investment
programme from January 2020 to December 2025.
Along with funding from Foundation North, this investment
enabled us to appoint an Auckland Community Arts
Engagement Advisor to lead a project called Empowering
the Auckland Creative Spaces Sector. The project
responds to evidence of the need for greater connection
and collaborations among organisations, with activities that
promote the sector’s value and drive its sustainability in
Auckland.
In 2019, Oranga Tamariki presented an exciting opportunity
to Arts Access Aotearoa to undertake an 18-month
pilot project, providing and evaluating high-quality arts

experiences for rangatahi in two youth justice facilities:
Korowai Manaaki in South Auckland and Te Au rere a
te Tonga in Palmerston North. In 2020, this project aims
to employ artists to work alongside youth workers and
rangatahi to increase access to arts for this community that
faces significant barriers to participation.

Finances
Arts Access Aotearoa’s activities across the country would
not be possible without the grants, donations and in-kind
support we receive. We are extremely grateful for this
support, along with vital core funding from Creative New
Zealand, a contract with Ara Poutama Aotearoa Department
of Corrections, and significant grants from Foundation North
and Wellington City Council.
The result of our fundraising efforts and careful
management of funds means we can report a small surplus
for 2019 (see Te Arotake Performance Review 2019,
Statement of financial performance, p8).
All of our achievements and much more are due to the
commitment and skills of the Arts Access Aotearoa team:
staff, volunteers, trustees, Kaumātua Bill Kaua, and Patrons
Mel Smith, Miranda Harcourt and Dame Rosie Horton. Our
thanks to former trustee Kim Morton and a welcome to new
trustee Olivier Lacoua.
With new opportunities and additional staff, highlighted in
this report, we look forward to working with our partners,
stakeholders and friends to make 2020 another rewarding year.

Dr Karen Webster
Trust Chair
22 May 2020

Richard Benge
Executive Director
22 May 2020
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People in 2019
as at 31 December 2019

Kaumātua
The Venerable
Wiremu (Bill) Kaua
ONZM
Ngāti Porou, Ngāti Kahungunu,
Ngāti Horowai, Horowai,
Rongowhakaata, Rakaipaaka, Te
Aitanga a Hauiti

Founding patron
Mel Smith
CNZM

Patron
Miranda Harcourt
ONZM

Patron, Arts Access
Accolade

Dame Rosemary Horton
DNZM, QSO, QSM

Trustees
Karen Webster, Chair
– Chair from May 2018,
joined board in April 2012

Staff
Richard Benge,
Executive Director

Erin Gough – joined
board in February 2017

Dawa Devereux, Business
Administrator and Personal
Assistant

Lynley Hutton – joined
board in November 2017

Iona McNaughton,
Communications Manager

Olivier Lacoua – joined
board in November 2019

Chris Ulutupu, Arts in
Corrections Advisor

Kim Morton – joined
board in February 2016,
retired 2019

Stace Robertson, Access,
Inclusion and Participation
Advisor

Te Aturangi Nepia-Clamp
– joined board in August
2017

Jenny Hutchings, Creative
Spaces Advisor

Stew Sexton – joined
board in February 2017
Ruth Smithers – joined
board in February 2018

“In listing all the things you’ve done
for us and with us, I’m reminded
how amazing you all are.”
Robyn Hunt, co-founder of Crip the Lit and
Arts Access Accolade 2019 recipient

Richard Benge, Arts Access
Aotearoa, with Bernadette
Cavanagh, Ministry for Culture and
Heritage, and Briar Monro, Creative
New Zealand, at the launch of
the Opportunity Arts exhibition in
Bowen House

Dev Singh, Finance
Manager

Volunteers
Thanks to all the volunteers,
who did so much to support
Arts Access Aotearoa and
its work in 2019.
Rajeev Mishra, Eliecer
Reverol, Airini Gordon,
Kezia Bennett, Penny
Griffith, Antoinette Spicer
Te Putanga Toi Arts
Access Awards 2019:
Rajeev Mishra, Jesse
Porter, Lize Immelman,
David Feliua’i, Penny
Griffith, Antoinette Spicer,
Brianne Kerr, Sam
Orchard, Jonathan Engle,
Caroline Hughes, Harry
Dean Forrester, Michelle
Rahurahu Scott, Aly Dening,
Nathan Wallis.
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Clockwise from top left:
Claire Noble and Stace Robertson,
Arts Access Aotearoa at the Arts

Rachel Leota, Ara Poutama

Professor Peter O’Connor speaks at

Department of Corrections, and

the launch of Te Ora Auaha

For All Wellington Network meeting

Dr Karen Walker, Arts Access

Iona McNaughton, Arts Access

Access Awards 2019

Aotearoa and Amber Walls at the
launch of Te Ora Auaha

Aotearoa at Te Putanga Toi Arts
Volunteers Rajeev Mishra and
David Feliua’i at Te Putanga Toi
Arts Access Awards 2019

Judith Jones, Te Papa and Richard
Benge, Arts Access Aotearoa at the
ServiceIQ New Zealand Museum
Awards 2019
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John Marrable, Access Advisor and Educator, Disability Information Service Otago, at the Arts For All Otago Network meeting
held in the Dunedin Public Art Gallery in December 2019
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Achievements in 2019
Arts Access Aotearoa fulfils its strategic goals through five key programmes. This section highlights the
key activities in 2019 under each programme.

1. Te Puna Toi | Access, Inclusion and Participation
This programme is about supporting arts organisations, companies, festivals,
producers and venues to be accessible. It includes the Arts For All partnership
programme with Creative New Zealand.
Key achievements
Under this programme, Arts Access Aotearoa:
• recognised and promoted the outstanding achievements
of the Royal New Zealand Ballet, presented the Arts
Access Creative New Zealand Arts For All Award 2019
for its leadership and commitment to building audiences
by making ballet accessible to diverse audiences. This
includes blind and low vision patrons, Deaf people,
children in low-decile schools and prisoners.
• promoted and advised on the accessible events
and services of Arts For All Network members. This
included Tim Bray Theatre Company’s first relaxed
performance, in addition to its regular sign interpreted
and audio described performances. We documented
121 accessible events and services: 46 audio
described events, 22 sign interpreted events, 26 relaxed
performances and 27 shows with other accessibility
features such as open captioning and shows featuring
disabled people.
• worked with the New Zealand Festival of the Arts to
develop and implement companion tickets for its 2020
programme so that more people who experience access
barriers could attend festival shows.
• promoted the importance of inclusion and accessibility
in museums, galleries and libraries by presenting the
Arts Access Aotearoa Museum Award 2019 to Otago
Museum at the Museums Aotearoa annual conference
in Wellington. Otago Museum collaborated with iNDx
– Autistic Arts and Culture Aotearoa to showcase an
exhibition of works by 28 autistic artists.
• profiled dancer Lusi Faiva and Touch Compass in
its presentation of Masina Returning Home, a show
specifically for people with profound and multiple
learning disabilities.
• inspired accessibility projects and increased knowledge
by facilitating ten Arts For All Network meetings in
Auckland, Taranaki, Wellington, Canterbury and Otago.

186

46

186 people attended regional Arts For All
Network meetings in 2019.

Of the 121 accessible services at arts and
cultural events recorded in 2019, 46 were
audio described.

22

Of the 121 accessible services at arts and
cultural events recorded in 2019, 22 were
sign interpreted.

26

Of the 121 accessible services at arts and
cultural events recorded in 2019, 26 were
relaxed performances.

“Many thanks for connecting me
with Raewyn. It was amazing
meeting her! Looking at getting her
to deliver front-of-house training
early next year.”
Ella Santos, Visitor Experience Lead, Puke Ariki,
member of the Arts For All Taranaki Network
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A student enjoys the “Meet and Greet” with RNZB dancers Leonora Voigtlander and Katharine Precourt after the RNZB relaxed performance
at Auckland’s Vodafone Events Centre. Photo: Frank Sin

RNZB’s accessibility journey
For Pascale Parenteau, the Royal New Zealand Ballet’s
accessibility journey began when she attended an Arts
For All Wellington Network meeting soon after she started
work with the company as its Education and Community
Manager in 2014.
She was impressed by what she heard and set out to
persuade senior management about the importance of
accessibility, including inviting Arts Access Aotearoa
Executive Director Richard Benge to talk to the RNZB
Executive and Artistic Directors, and their senior
management team.
“At the end of his talk they all looked at me and said, ‘Wow,
we should really be doing something about this’.”
In June 2017, the RNZB board signed the company’s
accessibility policy, and Pascale and her colleagues set
about implementing it. The initial focus was on people with
vision and hearing impairments but it has now expanded to
include relaxed performances.
RNZB’s commitment to accessibility doesn’t only include
people with disabilities. Since 2015, the company has also
provided events for children from low-decile schools.

In addition, it’s been delivering ballet workshops to women
and men in New Zealand prisons since 2017, led by Senior
Dance Educator Pagan Dorgan.
“It means a huge amount to the dancers and our
production team, who love sharing their work with such
diverse audiences,” Pascale says. “We are so grateful to
everyone who has helped us make this vision a reality,
especially the funders who support our programmes.”
For Pascale, this is just the beginning. “For the next step,
I’d like the company to go beyond accessibility and focus
on participation.”
Royal New Zealand Ballet received the Arts Access
Creative New Zealand Arts For All Award, presented by
Stephen Wainwright, CEO, Creative New Zealand, at
Te Putanga Toi Arts Access Awards 2019.
Circa Theatre was Highly Commended.
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Raglan artist Yaniv Janson, presented the Arts Access Artistic Achievement Award 2019 by Kieran O’Sullivan of PAK’nSAVE Hutt City and Petone, award sponsor

Art and activism
Raglan artist Yaniv Janson has achieved critical acclaim,
both here and internationally – in particular, representing
New Zealand at the UN Headquarters in New York with his
exhibition Please Do Touch.
He’s sold more than 190 paintings, won 20 awards and
is the youngest guest artist invited to exhibit at the New
Zealand Academy of Fine Arts in Wellington. Six of his
works are in the Wallace Arts Trust collection.
Yaniv has autism and epilepsy but says he doesn’t let either
dictate who he is. He likes to paint on a large canvas, using
vibrant colours to draw people into his works.
Painting has been an important part of Yaniv’s life since
2007. Throughout his creative journey, a central theme
has remained constant: to empower individuals to use
expression, outreach and education as a tool for social
change.

He combines art with activism to get people’s attention
about environmental and social issues. For example,
his latest project, Touch the World, aims to educate
communities about environmental and social sustainability,
and empower them to take action to protect the planet.
“I come up with my own ideas and I feel like I’m different
to other artists,” Yaniv says. “I’m shy and I’ve had to work
really hard to overcome my fear of public speaking. I prefer
to show colours and paintings rather than use words.
“But it’s important for me to show that disability is not a
barrier to achieving.”
Yaniv Janson received the Arts Access PAK’nSAVE Artistic
Achievement Award, presented by Kieran O’Sullivan at
Te Putanga Toi Arts Access Awards 2019.
Lusi Faiva was Highly Commended.
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2. Manaaki Hapori | Community Engagement
This programme is about building the capacity of community-based
arts organisations, in particular creative spaces, to deliver high-quality
arts programmes for people with limited access.
Key achievements
Under this programme, Arts Access Aotearoa:
• advocated for additional support and investment in
creative spaces by assisting with the publication and
dissemination of the Ministry for Culture and Heritage’s
survey report Understanding the Value of Creative
Spaces, released in July 2019.
• continued to strengthen the national Creative Spaces
Network by connecting with emerging and established
creative spaces. New regional network groups were
established in Northland and Whanganui-Manawatū.
Ten creative spaces were added to the national online
directory, increasing the number from 64 to 74.
• built the capability of creative spaces by advising and
engaging with them through face-to-face meetings
(Waikato, Auckland, Tauranga, Palmerston North,
Wellington, Wairarapa), telephone, emails and an online
Facebook closed group.
• celebrated and promoted the achievements of
Raukatauri Music Therapy Centre, presented the Arts
Access Holdsworth Creative Space Award 2019. We
also promoted the achievements and activities of
creative spaces throughout the year.

74
9
84%

130

74 creative spaces are
listed in the Creative
Spaces Directory on Arts
Access Aotearoa’s website.

9 Creative Spaces
Network meetings were
held across five regional
groups in 2019.

84% of creative spaces
provide exhibitions or
performances of their client
artists’ work

4 creative spaces
pānui were distributed
to approximately 130
subscribers.

• promoted the benefits of the arts and creativity to mental
health and wellbeing by working with Te Ora Auaha
Creative Wellbeing Alliance Aotearoa, made up of
groups and organisations in the arts, health, education
and youth sectors.

“Thank you for all your help, for holding us in your thoughts
and offering your wisdom to assist us.”
Jade Waetford, Te Patukituki o Wairarapa
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Artists at work in Vincents Art Workshop in downtown Wellington, established in 1985 and the oldest creative space in New Zealand

Tutor Tina Joshi works with a team of children, who are writing a script for a collaborative performance at Artmakers in Hamilton
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Thousands of New Zealanders have found a way to express themselves through music therapy at Raukatauri Music Therapy Centre

Spreading its wings
When the Raukatauri Music Therapy Centre first opened
in 2004 it had just one client, one music therapist and two
instruments – a violin and a piano. Fifteen years later the
centre has over 260 clients, nine music therapists and more
than 500 different instruments.
The Auckland-based centre, which is New Zealand’s only
music therapy centre, has also set up regional centres in
Hawke’s Bay and Northland. Earlier in 2019, it expanded its
Auckland services to include weekly sessions at Starship
Children’s Hospital and the Mason Clinic, which provides
forensic psychiatry services in Auckland. And in August,
it started a weekly programme at Hawkes Bay Regional
Prison.
Centre director Jen Ryckaert says their clients range in age
from one to 70 but most of them are school-aged and have
a variety of developmental disabilities such as cerebral
palsy, autism spectrum disorder and Down syndrome.
She says around 75% of clients attend one-on-one sessions
with a registered music therapist and the rest attend

small-group programmes. In both cases, participants play
instruments, sing, dance and move around the room.
“Music therapy isn’t passive. It’s very, very active. It’s
about using music to address non-musical goals such as
increasing communication, improving social and emotional
skills, and improving cognition. It involves both the music
and the therapeutic relationship.”
All the centre’s therapists have master’s degrees in
music therapy and are accomplished musicians. Some
are particularly skilled at using taonga pūoro – traditional
Māori musical instruments such as flutes and percussion
instruments.
Raukatauri Music Therapy Centre received the Arts Access
Holdsworth Creative Space Award, presented by Merrill
Holdsworth at Te Putanga Toi Arts Access Awards 2019.
Te Ara Korowai Wellbeing Centre and Everybody Cool
Lives Here were Highly Commended.

We Stand With You by Rebecca McNab, an artist at Ōtautahi Creative Spaces

A young performer in Circability Trust’s Celebrate Together – Kanohi Kitea,
held in Auckland on the UN’s International Day of Persons With Disabilities,
3 December. Photo: Red Photography

Valuing creative spaces
Social interaction, increased confidence, improved
wellbeing and communication skills, increased self-esteem
and a sense of belonging are among the key benefits for
people who attend creative spaces, according to findings
from research released in July 2019.
The report, Understanding the value of creative spaces,
presents key findings from a survey of creative spaces,
commissioned by Minister Carmel Sepuloni and conducted
by the Ministry for Arts and Culture. Its aim was to provide
key decision-makers and agencies with information about
the sector to better understand how the sector operates, the
services it provides and to whom.
One respondent wrote: “I am delighted this survey is
happening. The creative spaces sector in New Zealand has
a collective wealth of knowledge but it is only recently that
we have been asked for our input and opinions in terms of
future government funding.”

Most (78%) respondent creative spaces said there were
services they wanted or needed to deliver in order to
achieve their organisation’s goals but couldn’t do so
because of insufficient funding.
Unsurprisingly, increased funding was identified as the
main way creative spaces would be able to address the
gaps identified in their services. It would allow creative
spaces to employ more staff, and more skilled or specialist
staff, to develop and run their programmes and connect
with communities; increase their capacity and space
available; and find more suitable or larger venues for the
services and clients groups they wished to deliver to.
Arts Access Aotearoa advised the Ministry for Culture
and Heritage on the survey, and then promoted the report
findings.
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Artists Daniel Phillips, Gorgery Cheung and Maisie Chilton Tressler with Eryn Gribble, Director of Opportunity Arts, at the launch of its exhibition
in Bowen House, Wellington

Helen Vivienne Fletcher, author, spoken-word poet, playwright and creative writing tutor, performs her work Stick-abled in this video directed, shot and edited
by Rajeev Mishra

“We also love this powerful piece by Helen Vivienne Fletcher.
Thank you, Arts Access Aotearoa, for sharing this as part of the
UN International Day of People with Disabilities.”
Wellington Community Trust Facebook post
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3. Te Ao Marama | Advocacy and Profile
This programme is about raising public awareness and advocating for
access to the arts for everyone in New Zealand. We do this by profiling,
celebrating and advocating for the individuals, organisations and
communities with whom we work.
Key achievements
Under this programme, Arts Access Aotearoa:
• advocated for the role of the arts and creativity in
supporting our health and wellbeing by working closely
with Te Ora Auaha and Flightdec community website
developer Fraser Carson to build, populate and promote
a new website for Te Ora Auaha. The website was
launched by Minister Sepuloni in April 2019.
• profiled and celebrated the artists, creative spaces,
Arts in Corrections leaders, performing arts companies,
producers and venues who provide access to the arts at
Te Putanga Toi Arts Access Awards 2019. Christchurch
comedian and arts advocate Thane Pullan and Disabled
Persons Assembly Chief Executive Prudence Walker
were the evening’s MCs with Richard Benge, Arts
Access Aotearoa.
• highlighted the role of creative spaces in a panel
discussion about arts and creativity. Held in the New
Zealand Portrait Gallery in Wellington, the panel was
chaired by Finance Minister and Associate Arts and
Culture Minister Grant Robertson.
• increased awareness and advocated for inclusion by
writing and posting online more than 230 stories, blogs,
items, video, resources and profiles about accessibility
and the arts. Many of these were promoted in digital
and mainstream media. This included an opinion piece
published in Stuff called Wellbeing benefits when
we participate in the arts, highlighting findings from
research about creative spaces.
• provided a voice and profile for disabled artists and
writers through the Arts Access Advocates website. This
included a profile of the Crip the Lit writing group and
promotion of its new publication, Hear we are, read us:
Women, disability and writing, and a profile and video
about Helen Vivienne Fletcher, author, spoken-word
poet, playwright and creative writing tutor.

214
230

214 guests attended Te
Putanga Toi Arts Access
Awards 2019 at Parliament.
75 stories and more than
155 items, resources, videos
and events were posted and
promoted online.
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Celebrating hats at the reception in the Grand Hall at Parliament of Te Putanga Toi Arts Access Awards 2019 Photo: Vanessa Rushton Photography

An expression of Putanga Toi ki Aotearoa
By Richard Benge, Executive Director, Arts Access Aotearoa
The breadth of achievement, inclusion and access to
the arts was represented in Te Putanga Toi Arts Access
Awards 2019. We never know what the event will be like
until the judges have made their decisions, and then the
themes and stories of the event unfold from the recipients.
I believe this is what our community can look like when
you strive for a truly inclusive society. Thank you to all our
recipients, funders, sponsors, volunteers, presenters and
guests who made Te Putanga Toi Arts Access Awards
2019 a true expression of Putanga Toi ki Aotearoa –
accessible arts in Aotearoa.
A big thanks to our great photographers on the night,
Vanessa Rushton and Edwin Eliecer Reverol. The photos
on these two pages capture some special moments.

Hon Kelvin Davis presents the Arts Access Corrections Whai Tikanga
Award 2019 to Arrin Clark, kaitiaki of tikanga, Northland Region Corrections
Facility. Photo: Vanessa Rushton Photography
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Merrill Holdsworth, right,
presents the Arts Access
Holdsworth Creative Space
Award 2019 to Raukatauri
Music Therapy Centre Photo:
Vanessa Rushton Photography

Ruth Ratcliffe, recipient of
the Arts Access Corrections
Māui Tikitiki a Taranga Award
2019 Photo: Vanessa Rushton
Photography

Luamanuvao Dame Winnie
Laban, member of the Creative
New Zealand Council, presents
the Arts Access Creative New
Zealand Community Arts Award
2019 to the Hobson Street
Theatre Company for its awardwinning show, That’s What
Friends Are For Photo: Vanessa
Rushton Photography
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4. Toi Ara Poutama | Arts in Corrections
This programme is about working with Ara Poutama Aotearoa Department of
Corrections and the wider community through Arts Access Aotearoa’s Arts in
Corrections Advisory Service. We provide information and advice about arts
activities and programmes that support the rehabilitation process of offenders
and their reintegration into the community on release.
Under this programme, Arts Access Aotearoa:
• increased knowledge about the benefits of arts
programmes in Corrections facilities by advising and
supporting the Performing Arts and Justice Symposium,
held ay Massey University in Auckland in September
2019. Arts Access Aotearoa curated a panel made
up of Rue-Jade Morgan (Otago Corrections Facility),
Jacqui Moyes (Home Ground project), Beth Hill
(Redemption Performing Arts Programme), and National
Commissioner of Corrections Rachel Leota. The panel
discussion centred about Ara Poutama Aotearoa
Department of Corrections’ Hōkai Rangi Strategy and
ways that te ao Māori can be integrated into Arts in
Corrections programmes.
• celebrated leaders in the delivery of Arts in Corrections
programmes and projects across New Zealand
prisons at Te Putanga Toi Arts Access Awards 2019. A
highlight was the presentation of two awards: the Arts
Access Corrections Māui Tikitiki a Taranga Award to
Ruth Ratcliffe, drama tutor, Otago Corrections Facility;
and the Arts Access Corrections Whai Tikanga Award
to Arrin Clark, kaitiaki of tikanga, Northland Region
Corrections Facility.
• provided assistance in the funding, delivery and
facilitation of Home Ground, an innovative pilot project
using the arts and creativity to address the challenges
faced by women in New Zealand’s justice system and
their whānau.
• supported, attended and profiled a performance about
the 28th Māori Battalion, which was devised, scripted
and performed by men in the Redemption Performing
Arts Programme at Northland Region Corrections
Facility.
• provided advice on an exhibition in Taupō Museum that
built a bridge between prisoners, Tongariro Prison and
the local community. Called Mai i Roto From the Inside,
it was curated by Kerence Stephens in collaboration
with Tongariro Prison. Arts Access Aotearoa visited
Tongariro Prison and attended the opening.

Chris Ulutupu with his artwork for the Huakina exhibition, with Learning
Connexion tutors Grant Barriball and Sharon Hall
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Removing the stigma
A series of workshops and an exhibition, facilitated by
PARS Inc – People at Risk Solutions (PARS) in Auckland,
gave the exhibiting artists an outlet to express their feelings,
connect with others and showcase their work to whānau,
friends and the public.
Stuart, a published poet, was one of 10 artists across a
range of artforms participating in the project. It culminated
in the exhibition Whakapuakitanga: Expressions, which ran
from 4 to 6 July as part of the Matariki 2019 celebrations.
A carver, canvas painters, a portrait painter, graffiti artists,
and greenstone, wood and shell artists also took part in the
project. All of the artists brought a strong sense of cultural
identity as tangata whenua and Pasifika to their work.
“These workshops gave me confidence and helped me
express what I was feeling,” Stuart says. “They helped
connect us as artists, and we built a great rapport with each
other and became a family. I would like these workshops
to continue as it’s a space where we are able to be
ourselves.”
PARS Inc is a charitable organisation providing specialist
services to released prisoners, deportees, at-risk youth and
their whānau. These services include a range of housing,
education, employment, addictions, mental health and
wellbeing, cultural identity, whānau services and mentoring
through their volunteer programme.

122
50
129
906

122 people attended a
total of three regional
Arts in Corrections Network
meetings in 2019.
50 prisoners at Arohata
Women’s Prison performed
to 600 people over two
nights and raised money for
Wellington Women’s Refuge.

129 Arts Access Aotearoa
responded to 129 queries
about Arts in Corrections and
advised on 43 arts projects
and workshops held in
Corrections facilities in 2019.
906 subscribers received
the Arts Access in
Corrections e-newsletter
in December 2019.

The driving force behind the arts project was Lois Naera, its
Volunteer Co-ordinator. She says that PARS is passionate
about breaking down barriers and removing the stigma its
clients face when they are released. “This exhibition was
an opportunity for the public to see these artists through a
clear lens, unclouded by their pasts.
“From the artists’ perspective, art is therapeutic and
provides a space where they can forget everything else
and be who they want to be.”

“Thank you for the time you gave me when I needed to talk my vision
through with someone in the know. I am also following up on the
conversation we had about my attending the next South Island network
meeting in Christchurch. I am really keen to take Thinkit Art into other
prisons in New Zealand and would appreciate the opportunity to meet
people that can help this happen.”
Kiri Scott, Thinkit Art, Invercargill
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Standing ovation
Some of the men in Ruth Ratcliffe’s weekly drama group
at Otago Corrections Facility find it hard to let go of
their inhibitions when they first join up but gradually, the
experience starts to get under their skin and they open up.

The actors then start performing again, and round two of
the performance begins, with the audience freezing the
action at will and taking over roles to try and change the
outcome.

“The first time one guy came he said, ‘I can’t do this’ and
I didn’t see him again for two months,” Ruth says. “But he
eventually came back and since then he’s even written a
couple of plays.”

Taking part in the weekly drama classes and performing
in public has many benefits for the men, Ruth says. It
builds their confidence, helps them learn reliability and
responsibility, and how to work as a team. It’s also a
chance to leave their prison bravado at the door and learn
how to become more imaginative – and more vulnerable.

Most participants have no previous acting experience but
thanks to the supportive environment in the group, they
have produced some outstanding performances.
“Some of the best acting I’ve seen is from the guys,” says
Ruth, who moved to New Zealand from the UK in 2011 and
has been taking the weekly drama group at the prison –
mostly in a voluntary capacity – since 2013.
In 2019, the group gave three public performances in
Otago Corrections Facility: Trouble-D, Cool or Fool and
Playing Right Up. All three received standing ovations.
They were performed in “forum theatre” style, a technique
developed by Brazilian theatre practitioner August Boal in
the 1970s. It involves performing a first run of the play, after
which the audience breaks into groups to discuss how the
characters could have done things differently.

Ruth Ratcliffe received the Arts Access Corrections Māui
Tikitiki a Taranga Award, presented by Rachel Leota,
National Commissioner, Ara Poutama Aotearoa Department
of Corrections, at Te Putanga Toi Arts Access Awards 2019.

Other Award recipients
Arrin Clark, Northland Region Corrections Facility, received
the Arts Access Corrections Whai Tikanga Award 2019
and a Highly Commended certificate was presented to
Rue-Jade Morgan, Otago Corrections Facility. Highly
Commended certificates in the Arts Access Corrections
Māui Tikitiki a Taranga Award 2019 were presented to
Annah Mac, Otago Corrections Facility, and Nic Scotland,
Hawkes Bay Regional Prison.

Skills in raranga on display
An exhibition of raranga (weaving), held in December
2019, was the culmination of one year’s work for
a group of eight men at Whanganui Prison. Also
on display was work by another small group who
completed a 12-week beginners raranga course. After
the exhibition, the work was returned to Whanganui
Prison and some of it was donated to the Whanganui
Hospice for its fundraising event in early 2020.
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One of the artworks by “Gee Way”, featured in Mai i Toto From the Inside, an exhibition at the Taupō Museum in partnership with Tongaririo Prison
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5. Te Pito Whakamarama | Information Centre
This programme is about providing a national information
service on access to and participation in the arts, and advising
on best practice.
Key achievements
Under this programme, Arts Access Aotearoa:
• strengthened the capability and profile of three creative
spaces by working closely with them and Flightdec to
build and populate their new community websites.
• built the capacity of its stakeholders and networks
by providing accurate and relevant answers to 327
requests for information and advice from individuals and
organisations.
• increased traffic and engagement to the Arts Access
Aotearoa website. In 2019, the website attracted 30,394
unique visitors and 38,458 website sessions.

11.3%
5.8%

Facebook “likes” increased
by 11.3% in 2019 to 3443.

Twitter followers increased
by 5.8% in 2019 to 2739.

30,394

There were 30,394 unique
visitors to Arts Access
Aotearoa’s website (an
increase of 19.9%) in 2019.

1255

1255 subscribers received
the Arts Access in Touch
e-newsletter in December
2019.

i

327

327 information requests
were responded to, up from
321 in 2018.

“Thank you for such a
comprehensive response.
I think these sources will be
really valuable for building a
picture of creative spaces,
both here and overseas.”
Robina Brock, student

Stace Robertson, Access, Inclusion and Participation
Advisor, Arts Access Aotearoa, explains to Alasdair Watson
of the New Zealand Festival of the Arts how the audio
description equipment works
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Te Arotake
2019

Te Arotake Performance
Review 2019

Performance
review 2019

Arts Access Aotearoa’s independent Auditor’s Report
for the year ended 31 December 2019 is published in
Te Arotake Performance Review 2019. This document
includes its Statement of Service Performance,
Statement of Financial Performance, Statement of
Financial Position, Statement of Cash Flows, Statement
of Accounting Policies and Notes to the Performance
Report.
You can download Te Arotake Performance Review
2019 from the Arts Access Aotearoa website:
www.arts.access.org.nz/about-us

Putanga Toi ki Aotearoa

Increasing access to the arts

*Did you know?

24%
9%
4%

An estimated 1.1 million
people in New Zealanders
have a disability that impacts
on their daily lives. Half (53%)
of these have more than one
type of impairment.

14%

380,000 people are Deaf or
hearing impaired.

168,000 people are blind or
have low vision.

5%

20,000

*Census and Disability Survey 2013, Stats NZ (These figures are estimates)

632,000 people have
a physical impairment
that limits their everyday
activities.

242,000 people have a
psychiatric or psychological
impairment.
20,000 people in
New Zealand use New
Zealand Sign Language.
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Funders and sponsors
Arts Access Aotearoa thanks the following organisations that have supported its work to increase access to the arts in
2019. We look forward to your ongoing support.

Core funder

Major contract

Local government grant

Legal services

Grants

Winton and
Margaret Bear
Charitable Trust

Rehabilitation
Welfare Trust

Te Putanga Toi Arts Access Awards 2019 sponsors

Petone and Hutt City

Supporters
Thank you to the generous Friends of Arts Access Aotearoa whose regular donations supported the activities in this
report. Thanks also to our business supporters Fraser Carson and Flightdec; Craig Christensen and Graphic Solutions;
Marty Brooky and Coherent; Gordon Harris, Wellington; and Volunteer Wellington.
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Supporting what we do
You can help Arts Access Aotearoa reduce barriers and
increase access to the arts for everyone in New Zealand.

Make a donation
Help us ensure all people can participate in the arts either as
creators or audience members. An easy and effective way to
make a monthly donation and be kept up to date with events
and activities is to join Friends of Arts Access Aotearoa.
Arts Access Aotearoa is a registered charitable trust and
donations of any size are gratefully received. You can claim a
tax credit on donations of $5 or more.

Sponsorship and
corporate support
By sponsoring Arts Access Aotearoa, your business can be
strategically aligned with a national arts charity that increases
access to the arts for everyone in New Zealand.

Leave a gift in your will
Your bequest will help us build a more inclusive society to
ensure that future generations will experience the arts and
creativity, without barriers.

What your donation supports
Arts Access Aotearoa provides advice, support and promotion across four key areas listed below, with examples of accessibility
achievements in 2019. You can decide which areas your donation will be used for (see back page).

Arts For All: increasing
access to arts and
cultural events for
everyone

Creative spaces: building
the sustainability
of creative spaces
throughout New Zealand

Te Putanga Toi Arts Access
Awards: celebrating artistic
achievement and leaders
providing access to the arts

Arts in Corrections: using
the arts as a tool supporting
prisoner rehabilitation and
reintegration

Every year, more than
20,000 children and young
people of all abilities and
backgrounds attend Tim
Bray Theatre Company’s
shows, and participate in
its workshops and classes.
A pioneer in providing
sign interpreted theatre for
Deaf patrons, Auckland’s
leading theatre company
for children also provides
touch tours and audio
described shows for blind
and low vision patrons,
along with sensory relaxed
performances.

An exhibition, Get a Hat,
Get a Head, used hats
to break down stigma
around mental health
and spark discussion
in the wider Wellington
community during Mental
Health Awareness Week
2019. Artists from Arts
on High, MIX, Pablos Art
Studios and Vinnies Re
Sew collaborated to turn
secondhand hats into
artistic creations. They were
on display in Wellington
Museum’s Flux Gallery.

With two Hobson Street
Theatre Company shows
under his belt, Joeli Thacker
is well on his way to starting
a new career as an actor
and has had paid roles in
advertisements and Netflix
shows filmed in Auckland.
Like most of the company’s
members, Joeli has
experienced homelessness.
The company received the
Arts Access Creative New
Zealand Community Arts
Award 2019.

An event showcasing the
creativity of men in the
Navigate Unit at Christchurch
Men’s Prison included a
musical performance, kapa
haka, sculpture, screenprinting, storytelling and
songs. The performance
was the culmination of an
eight-week project where four
members of the Christchurch
Symphony Orchestra and nine
prisoners, in partnership with
the Pathway Trust, worked
with the men to develop their
musical skills and express
themselves creatively.

Making your donation
Arts Access Aotearoa needs your support to ensure everyone in New Zealand, now and in the future, can engage
in the arts. With your help, we can all experience the arts and creativity, without barriers.
Title:		First name: 				Surname:
Address:

Phone:

Mobile:

Email:
Please supply your email address so we can send you a receipt and keep you up to date with news and events. You can
unsubscribe at any time.
I wish to support:
Arts For All

Arts in Corrections

Creative spaces

Area of most need

Te Putanga Toi Arts Access Awards
With a donation of $
Or:
I wish to make a regular monthly donation as a Friend of Arts Access Aotearoa of $
Please send me information about leaving a gift in my will so that more people in New Zealand will have access to the
arts for years to come.

Please choose a payment option below or give online at www.artsaccess.org.nz/donate-to-arts-access-aotearoa
I enclose my cheque payable to Arts Access Aotearoa
or
Please charge my credit card
Visa / Mastercard number: 							

Expiry date:

/

Name of cardholder:
Signature:
I would like to give online with an Internet banking payment.
Account name: Arts Access Aotearoa

Account number: 03-0502-0040862-00

Please include your full name as reference.

To arrange for your tax deductable receipt please call us on 04 802 4349 or email info@artsaccess.org.nz

Please return this completed form with your payment to Arts Access Aotearoa, PO Box 9828, Wellington 6141.
Thank you for your support
If you would like more information about how you can support Arts Access Aotearoa, please contact Richard Benge,
Executive Director (T: 04 802 4349 or 021 217 1002 E: richard.benge@artsaccess.org.nz).

