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Need extra Need extra 
sleeping space? sleeping space? 
Or office space? Or office space? 
Our cabins provide Our cabins provide 
that comfort that comfort 
and warmth and warmth 
for only for only 
$75 per week. $75 per week. 

027 449 0985027 449 0985
gardnerhomes.net.nzgardnerhomes.net.nz

Paul Branch Automotive
50/C Riverbank Rd, Otaki

0800 GET TOW • 06 364 6111 027 
337 3436 

paulbranchautomotive.co.nz
OPEN: MON-FRI: 8am - 5pm

• SERVICING
• REPAIRS
• WOF TESTING
• TYRE SALES
• TOW & SALVAGE

364 6111

Sonny Wool, the psychic sheep of the 2011 
Rugby World Cup, has baa’d his last.

Sonny (named after rugby star Sonny Bill 
Williams) died on November 1 in the arms of 
Farmer Bee (Beverley Dowling) at Manakau, 
in his favourite olive grove with his rugby ball 
beside him. 

He was born and orphaned in Dannevirke 
before he joined Beverley’s Zippity Zoo, 
a mobile farm petting zoo.  It was Sonny’s 
uncanny psychic ability that made him famous. 
He was known to predict rain, so in 2011 he 
was put to the test predicting All Blacks rugby 
matches by choosing hay from boxes adorned 
with the flags of competing nations. His talent 
was recognised with many appearances in media 
worldwide, sporting his No 23 All Blacks jersey. 
He had his own Facebook and Twitter accounts. 

After retiring to the paddocks of Manakau, he 
tried predicting the sex of babies, and election 
results, but Beverley says All Blacks remained 
“his thing”. 

“He was always a huge character, loved 
scratches and was always the first to say hi in the 
morning as he resided most of this year by the 
house,” Beverley says. 

READY TO GROW: Irene López-Ubiria and Álvaro Vidiella-Salaberry at their Te Horo greenhouses where they will soon be growing medicinal cannabis.

By Ian Carson
A new growing and manufacturing facility at 
Te Horo offers huge potential in the rapidly 
expanding medicinal cannabis market – 
including the possibility of employing up to 
60 local workers.

The project in Old Hautere Road is at stage 
one, with a large glasshouse constructed and 
close to receiving cannabis plants that are already 
on site. It is being established by Kāpiti Coast 
agricultural engineers and plant scientists Irene 
López-Ubiria and Álvaro Vidiella-Salaberry.

They bought a total of five hectares at the site, 
allowing for plenty of expansion. They expect to 

get their first crop into the glasshouse soon.
Up to five crops can be produced every 

year, with the capacity to produce around 30 
kilograms of dried flower a month, which can be 
sold as such or processed into products like oils. 
The plants will grow under carefully controlled 
conditions in glasshouses, so outside conditions 
and even the seasons make no difference. 
However, natural light and fresh air are used to 
full effect. 

The aim is to produce a consistently high-
quality product that will have consistent results 
for patients suffering from a wide variety of 
conditions and ailments.

Initially, the dried flower from the first crops 
will go to other companies’ processing plants, 
but the plan is for everything to be done on-site.

While the couple are putting plenty of their 
own money – and 15-hour days – into the 
business, they are now inviting other investors 
to increase their production capacity and 
develop the manufacturing facilities.

“We’d love to have local people investing 
– which can be from as little as $500 up to as 
much as they like,” Irene says. “We believe we 
will eventually also employ 50-60 local people 
in all sorts of roles.” 

continues page 3
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Toothless flag waving ahead for Greens in the bear pit 
POLITICS

BRUCE KOHN

JACINDA ARDERN has demonstrated 
her public-political skills at a historical 

level in bringing Labour through to the first 
one-party majority government since the 
introduction of MMP. 

Having done that, she then accomplished a 
masterclass in how to defang a potential political 
irritant through a mixture of blandishment, 
communications spin and procedural limitation. 

Whatever the Greens’ James Shaw and Marama 
Davidson come up with in their respective 
portfolios over the next three years, the agreement 
made with Labour, makes them hostage to the 
Cabinet’s decision making. The deal is being 
portrayed in the Beehive as one made in heaven 
for both sides. There is, however, only one side 
that can feel saintly. It’s not the Greens.

Even “wins” that Shaw and Davidson might 
claim as ministers during the next three years 
will occur only because Labour has approved 
them in its own interest, not simply because they 
are examples of quality Green Party initiatives. 

Criticism Green MPs might make of 
Labour policies outside Shaw and Davidson’s 
responsibilities will be effectively toothless flag 
waving.  The party is bound to the Government 
on confidence and supply, even though Labour 
has the numbers to vote through whatever 
legislation or regulation it chooses.

A further noose the Greens accepted is at least 
some responsibility for the way the Government 

navigates the country through a 
range of issues as complex and 
difficult as any faced by a New 
Zealand government since the 
Second World War.

Were these issues “one-offs”, 
such as the Christchurch-
Kaikoura quakes, Britain entering 
the European Community or the 
global financial crisis of the late 
1990s, a strategy for handling 
them could be developed with 
reasonable certainty. Today’s environment, 
however, throws up a myriad of pressing issues 
sufficiently intertwined to make decision making 
on one of them subject to undoing in quick time 
because of disruption sparked by developments 
in others.

The issues list is long. Covid-19; unemployment; 
borrowing for consumption today through social 
and commercial support to ease the path through 
the pandemic impact; house prices beyond 
the reach of many and a shortage of stock to 
meet demand; a sharemarket bubble that holds 
potential for a wealth-shattering plunge; a child 
poverty index that demands response; climate 
change; security strategic issues pressing in 
because of China’s assertive role in east Asia and 
the Pacific; and uncertainty over the path of global 
trade and economic health.

Labour’s catalogue of promises on the 

campaign trail was almost equally 
as big. The problem it faces in 
enacting many of them is that they 
might impact adversely several 
of these issues. For example, 
more public holidays, a lift in the 
minimum wage, further obligations 
for the ACC to meet, are all 
likely to affect the costs of doing 
business. In turn, action on these 
fronts will lead many employers 
to hesitate on new hirings, with a 

resulting hit on the employment rate. 
Borrowings and what is, in effect, additional 

money printing by the Reserve Bank to support 
bank lending, holds down interest rates. But the 
cheap money available exacerbates housing price 
rises without contributing greatly to alleviating 
the home shortage.

It might be that steps by offshore governments 
hold some answers. For example, in Australia 
there are moves to curb home purchase 
lending to investment asset accumulators and 
speculators through a requirement that the loan 
must be no more than a comparatively small 
percentage of the total price. 

To qualify for normal high loan/low deposit 
lending, the intending buyer would have to give 
an assurance he or she intends to live in the 
home bought. That option should not be difficult 
for the Reserve Bank to impose on banks, 

but the limitation would need to be extended 
throughout the finance sector to maintain a level 
playing field in the lending market. Adapted 
here, such a move could take a good deal of 
speculative heat out of the housing market and 
make houses and apartments more affordable for 
genuine buyers looking for a home to live in. 

In the space between a rock and a hard place 
lie policies for infrastructure development 
including roads and highways, and approaches 
towards climate change. Will cash for public 
transport and cycling initiatives take priority 
over highway spending? 

Into that mix comes the Levin expressway. 
Local demand for progress on these might 
well be influenced by Ōtaki’s turning “red” on 
election day. But Labour’s overall programme 
for infrastructure was less favourable towards the 
region’s needs than National’s proposals.

The relatively calm political environment 
in the Capital will soon dissolve. The issues 
facing the Government suggest the raft of new 
backbenchers will quickly find the parliamentary 
chamber’s reputation as a “bear-pit” well 
earned. Reasoned debate is rarely a feature of its 
proceedings, but it might be a little less fractious 
with the Greens tied to Labour’s apron strings.

n Bruce is a former economics and business editor, political 
and foreign correspondent in Washington, London and 
Hong Kong. He recently retired as chief executive of the NZ 
Building Industry Federation.

Greens on Labour leash:
“Whatever the Greens’ James Shaw 

and Marama Davidson come up with 
in their respective portfolios over the 
next three years, the agreement made 

with Labour makes them hostage to the 
Cabinet’s decision making.” 

– Political columnist Bruce Kohn

LOCAL EVENTS
WAITOHU SCHOOL FIREWORKS EXTRAVAGANZA 
Friday November 13 (postponement day Saturday 
November 14), 6.30pm–10pm. Haruātai Park.
KĀPITI ARTS TRAIL Saturday-Sunday November 
14-15.
PARISH FAIR All Saints Church, 47 Te Rauparaha 
Street, Ōtaki. Saturday November 14, 9am-midday. 
White elephant, clothes, raffles, baking, bouncy 
castle, face painting, crazy hair, furniture, crafts, 
morning tea, jams, barbecue.
REPAIR CAFÉ Sunday November 15, 11am-3pm, 
Memorial Hall, Ōtaki (see page 4).
MANAKAU SCHOOL COUNTRY FAIR, Saturday 
November 21, 10am-2pm. Manakau School, 
Manakau.
ŌTAKI HEALING & WELLBEING EXPO with a 
sprinkle of spirituality, Saturday November 28, 
10am-4pm, Memorial Hall, Ōtaki. Free entry.

KĀPITI FOOD FAIR Saturday December 5, 10am-
4pm, Mazengarb Park, Paraparaumu (see page 21). 
FESTIVAL OF POTS & GARDEN ART January 
22-27, 2021, 10am-4pm. Anam Cara Gardens, 150 
Rangiuru Road, Ōtaki. See otakipotteryclub.org
ŌTAKI KITE FESTIVAL, Saturday and Sunday 
February 6-7, 2021. A fabulous free weekend of 
family fun, market stalls and entertainment at Ōtaki 
Beach – jewel of the Kāpiti Coast. Look for Ōtaki Kite 
Festival on Facebook.
ŌTAKI GARAGE SALE Third Saturday of the month, 
9-11.30am, rain or shine, Presbyterian Church, 249 Mill 
Rd. 06 364-6449. Rev Peter Jackson 021 207 9455, 
owpresb@xtra.co.nz 
ŌTAKI MUSEUM Main Street, Ōtaki. Open 
Thursday-Saturday 10am-2pm, excluding public 
holidays. Current exhibition The Changing Face of 
Main St. See otakimuseum.co.nz
ŌTAKI YARD MARKET Every Saturday 8am-2pm, 
SH1 shops. Growers, crafters, bakers, makers and 
more. To book a stall: otakiyard.nz
ŌTAKI WOMEN’S COMMUNITY CLUB CRAFT 
MARKET State Highway 1, opposite New World, 
open 9am-2pm every Sunday in summer. Contact 
Georgie at 027 234 1090 for bookings.
SEASONAL SURPLUS STALL In front of Memorial 
Hall, Main Street. Thursdays, buying from 10.30am, 
selling from 11am. Bring surplus fruit, veges and 
eggs. Contact 364-7762 for details. 
TE HORO COUNTRY MARKET Te Horo Community 
Hall, School Road. First Sunday of the month: 10am-1pm. 
THE PINK HAMMER, Ōtaki Players, Civic Theatre, 
Main Street, Ōtaki. November 12-31. 

To list your community event, contact  
debbi@idmedia.co.nz or 06 364-6543.
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BULSARA T/A TALL POPPY LICENSED UNDER REAA 2008

Brendon & Jayden are 
changing Real Estate in Otaki.

• 20+ years of trade experience combined
• 12+ years of sales experience combined
• Free expert advice on preparing your home ready for sale

Selling your property? Let’s talk.

Brendon Heenan
Sales Consultant
027 479 2772 
brendon.heenan@tallpoppy.co.nz

Jayden Matthews
Sales Consultant 
021 053 7533
jayden.matthews@tallpoppy.co.nz

Jobs potential
from front page

She says Phytotecnia has several key differences with 
other medicinal cannabis operations. One is the couple 
clearly know what they doing, from both a science and 
business viewpoint. Secondly, they say their business is 
more than just a concept.

“We’re doing something we know how to do,” Irene 
says. “It’s something real. Medicinal cannabis is a 
horticulture based pharmaceutical industry that requires 
a broad base of expertise. It touches on all we have been 
learning and working on for the last 20 years, this makes it 
really exciting for us. This is Phytotecnia’s strength”

Irene was born in Spain, Álvaro in Uruguay. They met 
when they were doing the same six-year degree course 
in Spain. The degree was wide-ranging, including not 
only plant science, but also agricultural engineering 
and business management. While working in Spain 
they thought about where to continue with their family 
project, and decided on New Zealand after talking to a 
former Kiwi teacher of Álvaro’s. 

They came to New Zealand nine years ago, originally 
working for NZ Avocado, the avocado growers 
association, and later with Hikurangi Cannabis (now Rua 
Bioscience) on the East Coast. 

Wanting to establish their own medicinal cannabis 
company, they pored over maps of New Zealand to find 
the ideal location. The Kāpiti Coast appealed the most, 
and Te Horo provided the opportunity to move.

Álvaro says Kāpiti also appealed because skilled 
workers were readily available.

“We know there are good people in Kāpiti, and 
certainly from Massey University in Palmerston North 
and in Wellington,” he says.

The couple now have four children and live at Raumati.
• For more information about the company or the investment opportunities, 

see phytotecnia.com
Photo Ian Carson

Unplanned Covid-19 testing stations 
popped up in Ōtaki on Monday after-
noon and Tuesday morning (November 
9 and 10) after several Ōtaki people 
went into self-isolation.

It’s understood three Ōtaki people 
were on Air New Zealand flight 457 from 
Auckland to Wellington the Thursday 
prior. They were seated near to a passenger 
who was later found to have tested positive 
for Covid-19. 

In a statement to Ōtaki Today, Regional 
Public Health (RPH) confirmed there 
were contacts in Ōtaki of a confirmed 
Covid-19 case who were self-isolating as a 
precaution.

 “We consider that the overall risk to 
public health for the Ōtaki community is 
low – these are contacts who are self-
isolating and not confirmed cases.”

RPH said it and the Ministry of Health 
had made contact with all close and casual 
contacts who needed to self-isolate within 
the greater Wellington region. 

“Of nine close contacts identified from 
flight NZ457 from Auckland to Wellington 
on Thursday evening, all have been tested 
and all results are negative.”

One of the close contacts on the flight 
is the partner of a staff member at Ōtaki 
College. Principal Andy Fraser said on 
Monday they were both following health 
guidelines and self-isolating as they 
awaited the result of their tests. The college 
had no plans to close.

“Ministry of Education and Regional 
Public Health guidance is that the school 

Locals in self-isolation

continues to operate as normal,” he said 
in an email to parents. “Regional Public 
Health will be in touch with the school if 
there is any change to the current low level 
of risk from this close contact.”

RPH confirmed it had been in contact 
with the college to advise that anyone 
feeling unwell or showing flu-like 
symptoms should stay home and contact 
Healthline or their GP. 

MidCentral DHB had set up the pop-up 
testing centre in Ōtaki as a precaution 
to provide the community with the 

opportunity to be tested if they felt they 
were at risk or had symptoms. 

“We would like to reassure the 
community that the risks to individuals 
being exposed to Covid-19 in this instance 
are low, as self-isolation processes have been 
well-established with all contacts of the 
case in our region,” RPH said. “However, 
if people in the community do feel unwell, 
please contact Healthline or your GP to 
check if a test for Covid-19 is required.”
n For more information, see covid19.govt.nz
n See “A bolt out of the blue”, page 12

MAYORAL CAUTION: Kāpiti Mayor K Gurunathan was one of several Ōtaki residents who 
took the opportunity to have a Covid-19 test when a scheduled pop-up station was set up in 
Ōtaki behind the museum in October. The mayor was playing it safe by visiting the testing 
centre, while showing that it was important for anyone who had even mild symptoms to 
get tested. Two more pop-ups were held on November 9 and 10 when it was revealed Ōtaki 
people had been near a Covid-positive passenger on a flight from Auckland to Wellington. 
 Photo Ian Carson



PITOPITO KŌRERO/News  I  Ōtaki Today, Whiringa-ā-rangi November 2020 whika page 4

 

‘ T H E  T E L E ’‘ T H E  T E L E ’
High calorie locality

 cnr Rangiuru Rd/Tasman Rd, Ōtaki Township
Contact Duane 06 364-0634, 021 0220 3105, or duane@thetele.co.nz

T h e  p e r f e c t 
v e n u e  f o r 
a  f a m i l y 

g e t -
t o g e t h e r, 
b i r t h d a y 
f u n c t i o n 

o r  a  d r i n k 
w i t h 

f r i e n d s . 

The old 
Telegraph Hotel 

(built 1872) 
has two bars, 

a lounge/
dining room 

and refurbished 
backpacker-style 
accommodation. 

OPEN 7 DAYS
FREE local delivery

06 364 8389
Titoki Street, Ōtaki 5512

www.hammerhardware.co.nz

OPEN Wednesday – Sunday
Please visit our website, 
facebook and instagram 

for more information.

SH 1 MANAKAU 
06 362 6348 

quarteracrecafe.co.nz

Now accepting 
group bookings for 
Christmas parties

Directors
Rod Agar B.Agr.Sc, B.B.S.

Ian Fenwick B.Com, DipGrad, C.A.

7 Aotaki Street, Otaki
06 364 8696

office@agarfenwick.co.nz
www.agarfenwick.co.nz
Free 30 minute consultation 

for new clients

• Financial and Taxation Advice
• Tax Return Preparation

• Farm and Trust Accounting
• Payroll and Secretarial Services

• Business Advisors

FOR ALL YOUR 
SEWING REQUIREMENTS

clothing alterations - including 
bridal and ball gowns/suits

retail shop, constance clothing, 
small run manufacturing, 

dressmaking, soft furnishings

NOW OPEN
65 main street otaki township

open for retail and consultations 
saturdays 9.30 til 1pm

and by appointment 7 days

021 159 4916

LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU
entrance posted next to the 
park beside memorial hall

Slip closes road 
access to Tararuas
The section of Ōtaki Gorge Road known as Blue Bluff remains unstable and 
will likely remain closed for the peak summer period.

It means the popular Ōtaki Forks camping area and Tararua Forest Park 12km 
east of State Highway 1 will be inaccessible by road in the coming months. 

The area has in recent weeks shown significant movement and is slipping. Kāpiti 
Coast District Council access and transport manager Glen O’Connor says more 
slipping could be sudden and extensive, and happen at any time. 

“Safety is our key concern and we simply can’t keep the road open while this 
is the situation,” Glen says. “Essentially we are in nature’s hands and have to wait 
for a slip to occur and for the area to settle before we can begin any work on 
reinstating road access.” 

Weekly monitoring shows that recently cracks have increased in size and new 
cracks and holes have formed. Once the slip does occur it will take time to clear 
and reinstate access. That might mean having to build a new section of road. 

“We want people to know this is not a quick fix and we ask for patience.”
Ōtaki ward councillor and transport portfolio holder James Cootes says it’s 

disappointing the camping area and forest park will be inaccessible. 
“With summer approaching I’m sure many were planning to spend some time at 

what is one of the jewels in the Kāpiti crown, but safety must come first,” he says. 
The Department of Conservation is working to find alternative public access to 

the huts and walks in Tararua Forest Park in time for summer.
n See doc.govt.nz for information on alternative access and www.kapiticoast.govt.nz/otaki-gorge-road for 

up-to-date information on the slip status.

SH1 MANAKAU, OPEN 7 DAYS, 06 362 6029
www.manakaumarket.nz

We HAVE 
REAL FRUIT 
ICECREAMS

Trail attracts arty visitorsTrail attracts arty visitors

The visitors turned out in good numbers for the 
first weekend of the annual Kāpiti Arts Trail on 
November 7 and 8.

Despite overcast conditions on Saturday, the 
weather cleared on Sunday with crowds visiting 
artists, their galleries and their workshops.

Sales were encouraging as people continued to 
open their wallets after the Covid-19 lockdown, keen 
to support local businesses and artists.

Paula Archibald (above) was enjoying working in 

her gallery/workshop at her home in Bell Street as 
visitors came through.

“I’ve been on the Arts Trail for eight years now,” 
she said. “It’s well worth it. You get to meet and talk 
to a lot of people, and it’s great publicity.”

A total of 16 artists and galleries in the Ōtaki/Te 
Horo/Peka Peka region are participating this year.

The 2020 Kåpiti Arts Trail, now in its 20th year, 
is scheduled for two weekends, the second on 
November 14 and 15.
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Motions seek liquor policy, station upgrade
The Ōtaki Community Board was 
expected to support two significant 
notices of motion at its November 
10 meeting.

The motions (after deadline for 
Ōtaki Today) were to be put by Ōtaki 
Ward Councillor James Cootes. 

The first was to request that Kāpiti 
Coast District Council give priority 
to formulating a local alcohol policy 
(LAP) for Ōtaki, or for the district. 
None currently exists. The second 
was aimed at ensuring the historic 
Ōtaki Railway Station be retained and 
restored.

The motion for a local alcohol 
policy comes after the District 
Licensing Committee approved 
an off-licence for Ōtaki. It is being 
appealed (see page 8), but many 
in the community have raised the 
importance of having an LAP, 
primarily for Ōtaki, but also for the 
district. They include Te Wānanga o 
Raukawa, Ngā Hapū o Ōtaki, Ōtaki 
College, and the Ōtaki Health and 
Wellbeing Advisory Group.

“We are aware that the subject 
has been before the council in 2017 
and the advice at the time was to not 
proceed given the risk of potentially 
costly litigation from opponents and 
risks associated with being one of 
the first councils to adopt an LAP,” 
James’s motion said. “I supported that 
decision at the time (for the reasons 

given), however I am aware that several 
councils have now successfully created 
LAPs, paving the way for others.”

The notice of motion was: “That the 
Ōtaki Community Board requests that 
the council prioritises a local alcohol 
policy for Ōtaki (or the district), 
the process of which is to be started 
immediately at the conclusion of the 
Beach Bylaw review currently under 
way, or earlier if resources permit.”

His motion about the railway station 
noted it had a historical building 
listing and was part of a Treaty of 
Waitangi claim. After being declared 
earthquake prone it has sat empty and 
its condition has deteriorated.

“The Ōtaki Railway Station and 
platform are a strategic asset and 
therefore need to be retained,” James 
says. “It is also a much cherished, 
iconic building to our community 
and there is a strong desire to see 
it retained and restored to bring a 
vibrancy back into that area.”

He says it’s also the gateway to 
Ōtaki for many who enter by rail. 

“What welcomes them is a run-
down building covered in graffiti that 
creates a poor first impression.”

Greater Wellington Regional 
Council is responsible for the 
platform at the station, which is 
part of its rail network, and Land 
Information NZ (Linz) currently 
manages the building for the Crown. 

There have had discussions about the 
station, but “while all of this plays out 
the building sits there rotting away”.

The motion says: “That the Ōtaki 
Community Board and his Worship 
the Mayor write to Greater Wellington 
Regional Council requesting it:
• supports the retention and 

restoration of the Ōtaki Railway 
Station and platform;

• acknowledges the strategic asset the 
Ōtaki Railway Station is to Ōtaki 
and the Greater Wellington Regional 
Council, supporting future rail 
extension and predicted growth.”
It also asked that the board and 

the mayor write to Linz to “express 
the importance of retaining the 
Ōtaki Railway Station as a treasured 
community icon and asset and note:

• the slow decline in the building’s 
condition despite its heritage status.

• the strategic, cultural, economic 
and community value that the Ōtaki 
Railway Station holds to the Ōtaki 
community.

• the Government’s recognition that 
the management of the historic 
heritage within its care is an 
important part of its responsibilities 
and will ensure that historic heritage 
values are taken into account when 
decisions are made.

• the government’s best practice 
guidelines for those who have 
historical buildings in their care:
- respect and acknowledge the 

importance of the historic 
heritage in its care;

- foster an appreciation of and 

pride in the nation’s heritage
- ensure that its historic heritage is 

cared for and, where appropriate, 
used for the benefit of all New 
Zealanders

- ensure consistency of 
practice between government 
departments

- set an example to other owners of 
historic heritage, including local 
government, public institutions 
and the private sector

- contribute to the conservation of 
a full range of places of historic 
heritage value

- ensure that places of significance 
to Māori in its care are 
appropriately managed and 
conserved in a manner that 
respects mātauranga Māori and 
is consistent with the tikanga and 
kawa of the tangata whenua, and

- contribute to cultural tourism 
and economic development.

• The Ōtaki community supports the 
principles above and respectfully 
asks Linz to uphold its obligations 
under the Historic Places Act 1993, 
Resource Management Act 1991, 
Building Act 1991, Reserves Act 
1977 and Conservation Act 1987 
to maintain and restore the iconic 
heritage building. Acknowledging 
the strategic, cultural and community 
value that the Ōtaki Railway Station 
holds to our community.”



kapiticoast.govt.nz

Theatre upgrade  
is underway!
Contractors have started work on the $851,000 refurbishment of the 
Ōtaki Civic Theatre. Initial tasks include installing external scaffolding, 
investigating the roof in preparation for its replacement, and repairing  
the uneven kitchen floor. 

Property Services Manager Crispin Mylne expressed his thanks to the 
Ōtaki Players Society who continue with working bees clearing the Theatre 
of their props, costumes and equipment to make space for the work. 

The Theatre’s refurbishment is funded by a $500,000 grant from the 
Government’s Provincial Growth Fund with an additional $351,000 
investment from Council.

Work is scheduled to run for six months and is due to be completed  
at the end of March 2021.

Library calls for 
‘volunteens’  
Are you a keen reader aged between 14 and18 years 
old? Do you have some time to spare during the 
upcoming summer holidays? We are offering teens 
the opportunity to gain some work experience while 
working as a volunteer, helping with our children’s 
Summer Reading Programme. ‘Volunteens’ may 
also assist with other tasks such as school holiday 
events. This is a great opportunity to get a letter of 
reference and have fun supporting younger readers 
this summer.

  Check out our website at  
www.kapiticoast.govt.nz/libraries/ 
teens/volunteens for more information. 

20 years of the  
Kāpiti Arts Trail
The Kāpiti Arts Trail is celebrating its twentieth 
anniversary! Every year, the district’s largest 
art event gives local artists the opportunity to 
welcome the public into their studios to observe 
the work they do and experience their creativity.

The Arts Trail continues this weekend (14/15 
November) and there are 16 talented artists  
and galleries in Ōtaki, Te Horo, Ōtaki Gorge and 
Peka Peka to visit, alongside many others across 
the district.

  For all the information you need on  
the artists and where to find them, visit 
www.kapiticoast.govt.nz /arts-trail   

Image: Sonia Savage, SavageArt Ōtaki Beach

Section of Ōtaki Gorge 
Road to remain closed 
There is some sad news ahead of the summer 
season. The section of Ōtaki Gorge Road known  
as Blue Bluff remains unstable and will likely 
remain closed for the peak summer period.

The area 12km in from State Highway 1 has 
shown significant movement recently and is in the 
process of slipping. Further slipping could occur 
at any time, and may be sudden and extensive,  
so for safety reasons the road remains closed.

This means the access to the Tararua Forest 
Park is not currently open to vehicles or walkers. 
Fortunately, the Department of Conservation is 
working to find alternative public access to the 
huts and walks, which is expected to be open  
in time for summer. 

  Visit www.kapiticoast.govt.nz/ 
otaki-gorge-road for more information. 

Ōtaki Update
November 2020



PITOPITO KŌRERO/News  I  Ōtaki Today, Whiringa-ā-rangi November 2020 whika page 7

   10 Rimu Street, Otaki 5512 
   New Zealand 

   Ph +64 (06)3648634 
   Email: contact@concretedoctor.co.nz 

                  Website:  www.concretedoctor.co.nz 

specialist roofing · safety surfaces · epoxy works · joint repairs and sealant       
pressure grouting · floor toppings & preparation · remedial concrete         

waterstopping · tanking · FRP application   

www.wakefieldslaw.com

208 Main Highway, Otaki 
04 970 3600

Offices in Otaki, Paraparaumu, Foxton and Wellington

• Employment Law 
• Corporate & Commercial Law
• Property Law  
• Trusts & Succession 
• Family Law  

• Immigration Law 
• Elder Law 
• Insolvency & Debt 
   Recovery
• Estates

ODD SPOT

The once-uncool rubber Crocs shoes are 
making a comeback. Searches for Crocs 
have increased by 32 percent month-on-
month, according to fashion search engine 
Lyst. They’ve even been called the “It 
shoe” of the season. Lockdowns seem to 
have helped as people search for comfort 
clothing. The shoe first appeared in 2002 
and in 2009 they were 22nd in Time 
magazine’s list of the 50 worst inventions.

HEKE TOI WHAKARĀKAI
DIPLOMA IN MĀORI DESIGN AND ART

TŌ ARA KI TE AO 

RECONNECT TO MĀORI KNOWLEDGE

If you are hands on and love creating then this 
programme could be for you, specialise in carving 
or weaving and create taonga for your whānau, 
hapū, iwi. Learn te reo as you study and reconnect 
through iwi and hapū studies to further embellish 
your creations.

ENROLLING NOW FOR 2021, SECURE YOUR PLACE!

IN BRIEF
Brigade deals with 19 call-outs

The Ōtaki Volunteer Fire Brigade had 19 
call-outs in October. The brigade continued 
to be called to rubbish, grass or scrub fires 
(three in total). Other call-outs included six 
for property, four to assist other brigades, 
three for private fire alarms, two special 
service and one medical.
Lights competition on again

The Christmas lights competition for 
Ōtaki businesses is on again this year. The 
competition, organised by Rebecca Whitt 
of Rentables and supported by the Ōtaki 
Promotions Group, encourages businesses 
to create displays that will bring colour to 
the town. Rentables is the major sponsor. 

Armistice Day opening for gates
The Memorial Gates at the entrance to the 
services section of Ōtaki Cemetery were 
to be opened at 10am on Armistice Day, 
Tuesday, November 11.

The Armistice Day Service was also to be held 
at the cemetery, at 11 am (after deadline for 
Ōtaki Today).

The gates commemorate 100 years of the 
Ōtaki RSA in 2019. The then-Minister of 
Veterans Affairs, Ron Mark, committed in July 
last year to funding the entranceway, which 
coincides with refurbishment of the lower 
cemetery. Many of the headstones were sinking 
into the ground.

The RSA group co-ordinating the gates and 
refurbishment project was led by Tom Mutton, 
who died during construction of the gateway 
after many years of illness. Tom, David Ledson 
and Rupene Waaka worked with Veterans 
Affairs contractor Chris Fraser to develop the 
plans. The gateway work was contracted to local 
company Concrete Doctors. 

Veterans Affairs provided total funding of 
$100,000 and Kāpiti Coast District Council 
paid for a pathway and other works.

The gateway will lead people in to the services 
cemetery, and will help to commemorate the 
men and women who are interred there.

The general design reflects the significance 
of the Māori commitment from Ōtaki and the 
wider area that the Ōtaki RSA represents, from 
the Waikanae River in the south to the Waikawa 
River in the north. 

The gateway has the military symbols of 
the Army, Navy and Air Force, as well as the 
Merchant Navy that operated the convoys 

crossing the Atlantic and the Arctic during the 
Second World War. Descendants of all four 
services are members of the Ōtaki RSA. 

Ōtaki RSA president Mike Fogarty said 
last year that the gateway would be a lasting 
memorial of the 100 years of the local RSA.

“This gateway sets the path for the next 100 
years,” he said. 

The cemetery, including the Services section, 
is owned and maintained by KCDC. Veterans of 
New Zealand campaigns since the First World 

War are interred at the cemetery.
Two graves of other allied service people 

– Polish veterans – who were not part of the 
British Commonwealth are also buried there.

Veterans graves are maintained in a 
joint agreement between KCDC and the 
Government through Veterans Affairs, and 
under Commonwealth War Graves provisions.

The gateway has the inscription: In times of 
peace, dwell peacefully, in times of war be brave.” I 
ngā ra o te pai, hei pai; i ngā ra o te kino, hei kino.

 AT THE GATES: Ōtaki RSA president Mike Fogarty and welfare officer Jean Chamberlain at  the 
memorial gates in anticipation of the Armistice Day commemoration. Jean’s late husband, Tom Mutton, 
led the project to install the gates.
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Paul Branch Automotive, 50/C Riverbank Rd, Otaki
0800 GET TOW  •  06 364 6111  •  027 337 3436 
paulbranchautomotive.co.nz OPEN: MON-FRI: 8am - 5pm  

WOF is a safety check only. SERVICE is a maintenance check and a 
thorough mechanical assessment of your vehicles systems.

WHAT IS THE 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A WOF & A SERVICE?

LOCALS HELPING LOCALS: Local people were employed by the Electoral Commission throughout the country to 
manage polling booths on election day and in the weeks prior for advance voting. Seven were at the Te Horo booth, 
located at the community hall. “Everyone made everyone else feel really welcome,” booth manager Peter Asquith 
said. “I was really impressed and grateful for the way they pitched in and helped where needed. It was an excellent 
team and I hope they put their hand up again in three years time.” Pictured above on election day at the Te Horo 
Community Hall were, from left, Peter Law, Peter Asquith, Judith Bell, Barbara Wereta, Nick Barnett, Trish Woodward 
and Michael Moore.  Photo Rob Scotcher

Treaty claims 
heard at Bulls
The Ngāti Raukawa iwi confederation presented its treaty claims to the 
Waitangi Tribunal at Parewahawaha Marae in Bulls for the third week of 
hearings from November 9-13.

Dennis Emery (Ngāti Kauwhata), chairperson of Te Hono ki Raukawa 
Council, a main claimant group, said it was one of the last big treaty claims in 
Aotearoa. 

“The iwi comprise some 30,000 members and belong to Ngāti Raukawa ki 
te Tonga, Ngāti Kauwhata, Ngā Iwi O Te Reureu, Ngāti Tūkorehe and Ngāti 
Wehiwehi and are based in the Manawatū, Horowhenua and Kāpiti Coast,” 
he says. “The main grievance and highly contentious issue is termed te pene 
raupatu, or land loss by the stealth of the pen for over 320,000 acres.”

One particular purchase, about 240,000 acres, is described as one of the most 
fraudulent in New Zealand history, which was backed by a Native Land Court 
decision. The purchases and the Native Land Court laws of the late 1890s and 
early 1900s that removed the capacity of each hapū to manage its lands meant 
that the Rangitīkei, Manawatū and Horowhenua iwi became the most landless 
in the country. 

The iwi lost more than most in the proportion of their land taken by the 
Government.  

“We also suffered in terms of cultural loss, loss of papakāinga [settlements] 
and consequently the tribes’ self-sufficiency. We suffered a much greater loss 
than others emanating in the opportunity of not being able to participate in the 
country’s economy.”

This is the third of 12 designated hearings that started at Hato Paora College, 
Feilding, on March 9. It will progress to Horowhenua and Ōtaki following a 
clear historical sequence of events. The original claim, Wai 113, was lodged 
in 1989 by kaumātua Whata Karaka Davis, Ngārongo Iwikatea Nicholson, Te 
Maharanui Jacob and Pita Richardson.  They have all since died.

Local hapū Ngāti Parewahawaha and Ngāti Manomano will be speaking to 
their claims and technical researcher Dr Heather Bassett will speak to her report 
on the effects of the Public Works Acts on the entire iwi estate.

Hearing week Four has been scheduled for December 7-11 and is expected to 
be hosted by Ngā Iwi O Te Reureu at Te Tikanga Marae at Tokorangi.

An appeal against the decision by 
the Kāpiti Coast District Licensing 
Committee to grant a new liquor 
licence in Ōtaki will be heard at 
Levin in December.

A working group representing 
local schools, health providers, hapū, 
Ōtaki Community Board, and school 
boards of trustees has joined Te 
Wānanga o Raukawa in contesting 
the decision.  

“All are very keen to see this 
decision overturned,” says Wānanga 

tumuaki Mereana Selby. “We have 
engaged a law firm to assist us.”

Ōtaki Health and Wellbeing 
Advisory Group chair Adrian 
Gregory says he has been part of the 
discussions led by Mereana, and he 
supports the initiative to lodge an 
appeal. 

“The Health and Wellbeing 
Advisory Group is focused on 
working with our two regional 
public health bodies in support of 
the appeal, but more so to promote 

a long-term approach across our 
community to responsible use of 
alcohol, and to tie in with the likely 
development of a local alcohol policy 
supported by Kāpiti Coast District 
Council,” Adrian says.

The application for a licence was 
made by Kiw-E Ōtaki Ltd for a Super 
Liquor store in Arthur Street near 
the railway station.  A hearing of the 
licensing committee approved the 
application on September 8 after 
hearing submissions in July.  

December date for Liquor appeal

PRACTICAL 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

at factory prices

THE SOAP BOXTHE SOAP BOX

62 Riverbank Road
Otaki

364 5767
orders@dowco.co.nz

SOAPBOX FACTORY

OPEN LEVEL 1
Monday-Thursday 9am-4pm 
Friday 9am-3pm

Spray & Wipes
$4, toilet $3, 

shower cleaner 
$8 

1 LITRE
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• Residential – Interior  
& Exterior

• Roof Painting   

• Commercial Painting

• Concrete Painting

GET IN TOUCH FOR A FREE QUOTE

0800 144 288
alastair@kapiticoastpainting.co.nz
www.kapiticoastpainting.co.nz

PAINTING LTD

Terisa adapts to life as new Ōtaki MP
By Michael Moore
It’s been a whirlwind couple of 
weeks as newly elected Ōtaki 
electorate MP Terisa Ngobi joins 
40 new faces in Parliament.  

Her home in suburban Levin was a 
hive of activity the Sunday morning 
after the October 17 election. Well-
wishers and family were helping her 
adjust to a new life as an MP.  

“The journey has been incredible, 
it’s been really exciting, if not a 
little surreal, and I’ve been pinching 
myself that we managed to get a great 
grassroots voice into Parliament,” 
Terisa says.

The electorate recorded a 48.5 
percent swing, one of the biggest in 
the country. According to official 
results issued on November 6, a 
total of 46,007 votes were cast in 
the electorate, up from 41,686 in 
2017.  Terisa won the seat by 2988 
votes, swinging away from a National 
majority of 6156 in 2017.  

She goes into a Parliament that’s 
the most diverse in history, with 
women making up 48 percent of 
MPs, 30 percent Māori and Pacifica, 
and 10.8 percent from the rainbow 
community.

The Ōtaki seat has been held by 
National’s Nathan Guy since 2008.  
Labour’s party vote increased from 
36 percent to 52.2 percent. National 
candidate Tim Costley got 18,879 
votes, but his campaign couldn’t stem 

the tide for change.  The Greens’ 
Bernard Long was third with 2135 
votes.

“It warms my heart that people said 
they want someone like me to represent 
them,” Terisa says. “It has been an 
extraordinary seven months sharing our 
message from Foxton to Paraparaumu. 
We have such a diverse electorate. 

“I can’t believe it, coming from being 
an underdog, and being part of a young 
and diverse team. I’m really proud of 
Ōtaki and those who wanted the same 
message as I’ve been talking about.”

Terisa is keen to influence the 
social agenda of the next government.

“I want to get onto some of the 
social issues portfolios, and help 
those who are below the poverty line.  
We know what it was like growing up 
in Dorset Street, Levin. 

“We were a one-income family, 
Mum came from Samoa 30 years ago. 
We had love and a beautiful big family. 
I know what it looks like to struggle 
and to get somewhere. I knew as a 
woman, and a woman of colour, doing 
the same work, that men were getting 
more money than us. 

“I want to see equality and change 
so we’re all equally valued.”

Teresa has 16 years of professional 
experience in social justice, community 
and family issues.  Reducing poverty 
and supporting equality has shaped her 
professional life.   

“I believe in social justice, equality, 

and I want to see all New Zealanders 
living their best lives. These are the 
values that I will bring to this job.

“I want to see better access to 
health services in our region, an issue 
that has come up constantly and this 
needs to be improved.”

She also believes discussions 
around the potential sale of Kāpiti 
airport land at Paraparaumu need to 
involve local tangata whenua. 

“There are Treaty claims on the 
land the airport sits therefore as per 
Te Tiriti o Waitangi, the conversation 
between the airport owners and land 
owners needs to happen in the first 
place.”

Terisa acknowledges the support of 
her volunteer before the election.  

“I am so thankful to them all. From 
the deepest, bottom of my heart, 
to the people of Ōtaki, thank you 
for supporting me, and even those 
that didn’t vote for me. I hope you 
will trust me to work hard for our 
electorate. I don’t go into Parliament 
alone; I go in with all of you. I will 
make sure I remind myself why I am 
there and what voices I bring for all 
of us.”

She is setting up electorate offices 
in Levin and Paraparaumu. Terisa 
is of Samoan and Scottish descent 
and her partner, Henry, was born 
in Uganda. They have three boys, 
Tebasawa, 5, Vito, 8, and Azaria, 9, 
plus Snowy, their 5-year-old shih tzu.

AT HOME: Terisa Ngobi and partner Henry, with Snowy the shih tsu, at their Levin 
home.  Photo Michael Moore

Our current Long-term Plan is up for review in 2021. 

The Long-term Plan lays out the work Council 
intends to do over the next twenty years. 

Tell us what matters most to you and help shape 
our district's future. 

Visit whatmattersmost.kapiticoast.govt.nz or pop 
in to your local library or Council service centre 
to have your say. 

COVID-19 conversations
COVID-19 nga korerorero- -

What matters most 
in your community as 
we navigate through 
this global pandemic?

whatmattersmost.kapiticoast.govt.nz 



PITOPITO KŌRERO/News  I  Ōtaki Today, Whiringa-ā-rangi November 2020 whika page 10

 

  TOP OF THE SOUTH 
  1st Nov 2020 - SOLD OUT 
 
  FORGOTTEN WORLD    
  1st Dec 2020 - SOLD OUT  
 
  ENCHANTING FAR NORTH 
  10th Feb 2021 : 11 Days    
     
  FORGOTTEN WORLD    
  BRIDGE TO NOWHERE 
  25th Feb 2021 : 4 Days 
 
  SOUTHERN SPECTACULAR     
  With Stewart Island & 
  Tranz Alpine Train 
  27th Feb 2021 : 19 Days 
 
  RURAL RAMBLER 
  9th Mar 2021 : 7 Days 
 
  NELSON STAY PUT 
  Including Farewell Spit 
  22nd Mar 2021 : 7 Days 
 
  COROMANDEL CAPER 
  11TH April 2021 : 8 Days 
 
  SOUTH ISLAND TOP 2 TOE    
  18TH April 2021 : 16 Days 
 

Fully Hosted Tours  

 
Departures from 

Kapiti & Horowhenua  

 
For full details or 

information on our  2021 
tour schedule please  

contact us on 
 

     0800 470 005 
     04 297 1392 

 
 
 
 

   visit our website 

    17a Maclean Street, Paraparaumu Beach  www.yourtravel.co.nz             
 

Crash propeller  
still missing
The propeller from a fatal air crash in the Ōtaki area is 
still missing. 

The crash was on Monday, August 17. The pilot died 
when the plane went down near Old Hautere Road, Te 
Horo. The Civil Aviation Authority hopes that with the 
warmer weather, more people will be out and about and 
the propeller might be found. It's similar to the one shown 
above, except with yellow tips. 

If you have any information, please contact the Civil 
Aviation Authority at isi@caa.govt.nz or on 0508 472 338, 
or contact the local police. If you find the propeller, leave it 
where it's found, photograph it and let CAA know.

Kesha-Rae  
scoops 
museum prize
Ōtaki School pupil Kesha-Rae Falanoe has shown she 
might just be a bit sharper than the town’s secondary 
school students after winning a museum competition.

Kesha-Rae, 11, won vouchers worth $65 to spend in Main 
Street shops after successfully answering a series of questions 
about the Ōtaki Museum’s exhibition, “As Time Goes By: 
The changing face of Main Street”. She was one of nine who 
answered all the questions correctly out of a total of 25 primary 
school pupils who entered.

No secondary school students were able to answer correctly 
in another set of questions designed for their age group.

Chris Papps, chair of the Ōtaki Community Board chair 
Chris Papps drew Kesha-Rae’s name from the nine correct 
entries. All nine primary school students receive a free guided 
tour of the old Ōtaki Children’s Health Camp, including the 
historic rotunda building.

The museum will run the competition again during summer, 
with the same opportunity to go in a draw for a $65 voucher.WINNER: Keisha-Rae Falanoe receives her prize from exhibition curator Di Buchan and museum board chair Judith Millar.

8 HOURS PROTECTION
DEET FREE!!

We use a touch of science to enhance nature's bounty, 
creating products good for both you and the planet. 
Come and visit our factory to see our range of beauty and 
health products, made right here in Otaki.

Get sorted for summer with 

    INSECT REPELLENT
The only natural repellent approved 
for complete protection against the 
zika virus.

34 Riverbank Road, O- taki  •  06 364 6690
fb.com/hebebotanicals       www.hebebotanicals.co.nz

.

“It’s gardening and 
BBQ time again, and 
they’re biting already.”

facebook.com/redscafeotaki/

5 Arthur Street, Ōtaki  • 06 364 0090
OPEN 7 DAYS 9am-4pm (kitchen closes 3pm)

NEW SUMMER MENU!

Popular Repair Café returns
The Repair Café is back on Sunday 
November 15 at the Memorial Hall. 
From 11am to 3pm, a team of expert 
repairers will be helping people renew 
something instead of throwing it out. 

“Often people don’t have the repair 
skills, they don’t have the tools or time to 
focus on the subject, or think it’s difficult,” 
says Hanna Wagner-Nicholls of organising 
group Energise Ōtaki.

 “It’s hard to find a repair person, and if 
you find one they’re expensive. That’s what 
we often hear in our community. There are 
experts here in Ōtaki who do have repair 
skills, tools and time.”

Usually these people are fond of 
tinkering so they’re more than happy to 
help. 

“Repairing is often easy and it can be fun 
when you do it together with an expert, 
and when this expert is a volunteer then it’s 
even better.” 

The repairers can help with sewing and 
mending, small furniture repairs, small 
electrical appliances, bicycle maintenance, 
sharpening knives and tools, and fixing 
fashion jewellery and toys. 
n For information, follow Ōtaki Repair Café on 

Facebook.
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ŌTAKI  
YESTERDAY

Bikers, Covid and a 1951 mass murder
A new magazine telling the stories of Ōtaki’s 
rich history is being launched this month.

Called Ōtaki Yesterday, it complements the 
historical stories being published in Ōtaki 
Today and in the annual Ōtaki Historical Journal 
produced by the Ōtaki Historical Society. The 
society has decided this year that because of 
Covid-19, there will be no journal produced.

Ōtaki Today editor Ian Carson says the 
newspaper has many fascinating stories about 
the town’s past, but page space restrictions mean 
many stories can’t be told at the length they 
deserve.

“Ōtaki Yesterday allows us to give readers 
a more in-depth view of our history,” Ian 
says. “While it takes time to research and do 
interviews, it makes the stories all the more 
interesting because there’s so much more we can 
write.

“I think it will be not only local people who 
will appreciate the stories in Ōtaki Yesterday. 
Our experience has been that people from all 
around the world want to know about our small 
town and how it’s had such an impact on New 
Zealand history.”

The magazine is also produced by ID Media, 
publisher of Ōtaki Today. It’s timed so people 
can buy for friends and whānau at Christmas, 
and includes stories never told before, plus some 
that might have been forgotten.

One is a mass murder in 1951, that most 
likely only older Ōtaki residents know about. 
For a few, who are now likely to be in their 80s, 
there will be childhood memories of chaos and 
confusion as word spread that five people had 
died, including the local police sergeant.

But where did it happen, who was 

responsible, and why did the killer feel 
motivated to go on the deadly rampage?

Those are some of the questions answered 
in the article, along with information from 
the families of the people at the centre of the 
murders, and from those locals who remember 
that fateful day.

And believe it or not, in the late 40s and 
early 50s, there were plenty of young men on 
motorcycles in Ōtaki (no women in those days).  
One group of men stand out. Some stayed in 

Ōtaki and became outstanding citizens; one of 
them even became mayor of the town. 

Some have died in the intervening years, but 
those still around have fond memories of their 
biker days. They were care-free and a lot of fun, 
according to the accounts they’re prepared to 
relate.

While some of the older folks in those days 
might have frowned at the noisy young men as 
they rode into town, there was no ill intent. 

These were mates who played rugby together, 

rode perhaps too fast along the straights of 
Ōtaki Gorge Road, and had bikes because they 
were cheap transport.

Another article tells the story of a young 
Māori local who went on to be a respected stunt 
man on Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome and 
many other movies.

The magazine also records for posterity the 
remarkable lockdown in Ōtaki precipitated by 
the Covid-19 pandemic, and has many other 
fascinating stories and historical photographs.

BIKERS: Some of the bikers of Ōtaki, about 1954, on their favourite stretch – Ōtaki Gorge Road.

Ōtaki’s new magazine that tells the stories  
of our town’s past like never before.

ORDER NOW FOR CHRISTMAS
Email: otakiyesterday@idmedia.co.nz

Phone: 06 364-6543
Mobile: 027 285-4720 

Who is the Ōtaki dude with 
the flash glasses and haircut 
looking after Tina Turner  
during filming of Mad Max 
Beyond Thunderdome?  
Find out in Ōtaki Yesterday.

$25
+ $6 p&p
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GURU’S VIEW: K GURUNATHAN

Moronic hoon an example of beach users’ anger and frustration

ŌTAKI OUTLOOK: CHRIS PAPPS

Many years ago John Cleese fronted a training 
video called Meetings, Bloody Meetings! It was, 
like most of Cleese’s work, very funny and 
filled with recognisable stereotypes of chair 
persons and meeting attendees.

It was aimed at teaching how to get the most 
from meetings by setting effective agendas, 
encouraging attendees to contribute and trying 
to remove the inevitable boredom factor if the 
meeting was captured by lengthy and poorly 
produced Powerpoint presentations or long, 
rambling, speeches.

Some weeks most councillors and community 
board members could be forgiven if they groan 
a little when they look at their diaries and see 
a long list of meetings, both small and large, 
stretching into their immediate future.

The main question to ask about a meeting is, 
“What is the point?”  

More than just ‘meetings, bloody meetings!’

“Are we doing this because this is the time each 
month or week that we have this meeting?”  

Or “This is a meeting where we will learn 
something to our advantage, make progress with 
our various agendas and produce outcomes that 
will have real value for us, the officers and our 
ratepayers/members of our organisations.”

At present I either chair or am a member of, 
or delegate to, several local groups. I chair the 
community board and attend council meetings 
and some committees of council as an observer.  

Each group has different interests and objectives.  
All the meetings I attend have a direct focus on 
some aspect of life in Ōtaki and they all aim to 
benefit people in Ōtaki.

By  the end of week in which I write this, I 
will have had three meetings on Monday, two, 
including the community board’s last meeting 
for the year, on Tuesday, one on Wednesday, a 
council meeting and a briefing on Thursday and 
another possibly on Friday afternoon.

For the most part I will have found them 
interesting.  I suspect our board meeting will 
be well attended by the public and there will be 
interesting presentations.

By the end of the week I’ll be all “meeting-ed 
out” but I hope we will have made some progress 
on a number of fronts and will not just have had 
“Meetings, Bloody Meetings!”.
n Chris is chair of the Ōtaki Community Board

PLAIN SPEAKING:  
IAN CARSON Paving the way for a local alcohol policy 

Over the past few weeks there has been much 
discussion about Ōtaki not having a local 
alcohol policy. The absence of one has led 
to a recent liquor application being granted, 
now subject to appeal. 

So why don’t we have a local alcohol policy? 
In the last council triennium, the council, 

as part of it processes, had a workshop to 
consider its policy work programme. This helps 
to identify any policies, bylaws and strategies 
that the council would like to prioritise and 
resource. 

Some, such as the beach bylaw review 
currently under way, must be done as they 
are a statutory requirement. Others, such as a 
tourism strategy, are not. 

Within that mix was a local alcohol policy, or 
LAP. At the time LAPs were new to councils. 
No council in New Zealand had implemented 
one and given our experience with being one of 
the first councils to try and implement coastal 
hazard lines . . . we all know how that went for 
us, costing in excess of a million dollars in legal 
fees. 

So, given the other demands on council’s 

LOCAL LENS: JAMES COOTES

Walking along the beach recently, 
just north of the Ōtaki River estuary, 
we came across a seal busking in the 
sun. 

We’re fortunate to be able to see 
these wild creatures comfortable 
enough to come so close to areas 
dominated by humans. Unfortunately, 
despite an approaching motorcyclist 
being warned about the seal ahead, 
the moron proceeded to hoon right up 
to the seal and circled it aggressively 
several times. The petrified animal 
retreated back into the sea. 

Is it just me or are we seeing an 
increase of reckless driving/riding 
of vehicles along Ōtaki Beach? It’s 
not just in Ōtaki. We are seeing this 
across the district’s restricted beach 
areas. Recent public consultations, 
undertaken to inform council’s 
review of our beach bylaws, has seen 

Statistical location coding, 
specifically identifying the beach, 
would provide better data. Council’s 
compliance officers say that during 
their regular beach patrols, they are 
seeing many incidents compromising 
public health and safety.

The existing Beach Bylaw and the 
proposed bylaw set rules around 
vehicle restrictions. This is like the 
Speed Limit Bylaw where the rules are 
created by council but enforced by the 
police through the Land Transport Act 
and the Land Transport (Offences and 
Penalties) Regulations. Herein lies the 
difficulty for council and the public 
frustrated by these breaches of public 
safety.

The public criticise council for not 
enforcing its own bylaws without 
realising that the enforcement power 
lies with the police, not councils. To 

be fair to the police, especially here 
in Ōtaki, they don’t have the staff or 
resources to patrol the beach. In Ōtaki, 
even if they had time and staff, they 
don’t have a four-wheel-drive vehicle 
to navigate the beach terrain. 

In another parallel example – 
the decision to grant a new bottle 
store licence – Ōtaki police have 
been taken to task by some for not 
being more involved in the process. 
Again, the local police don’t have the 
capacity, unlike other police areas like 
Wellington that have dedicated officers 
processing liquor licence applications. 
I don’t think it’s fair that, due to a lack 
of such resourcing, our local police end 
up being hamstrung from carrying out 
their duty to work, in partnership with 
council, to deliver a safer community. 

I intend to write to the central police 
district commander on the need for 

better resources for our local police to 
enable an effective partnership with 
council to secure our mutual aim of a 
safer community. 

Looking at the future of a growing 
Ōtaki population, there will be 
increased conflicting beach users. 
Managing this will require greater 
resources. Given the situation across 
the district it’s prudent for our 
communities to also consider systemic 
steps to prevent these vehicles from 
accessing the restricted beach areas. 
One of the options recommended by 
the draft beach bylaw is for ratepayers 
to invest in barrier arms and crime 
prevention cameras to restrict vehicle 
access while providing parking access 
for those with disabilities and access 
for boat launching. 
n Guru is the Kāpiti Coast mayor and an 

Ōtaki resident

significant community feedback 
expressing anger and frustration about 
the increasing use of bikes and cars on 
the beach with the speed and manner 
of driving accompanied by aggressive 
anti-social behaviour.

Research on the number of service 
requests (complaints) made to council 
also supports the above community 
feedback. There were 120 complaints 
this year. We believe the actual 
incidents are more numerous because 
police recording of complaints are not 
site specific.

resources, other policies equally important such 
as stormwater management and the high risk of 
litigation, the decision at the time was to hold 
off on an LAP until a few other councils had 
forged the way. 

Since then I believe about seven councils have 
successfully implemented an LAP and our staff 
at KCDC have been doing background work 
around one for Kāpiti. 

I know for some the mention of cost being a 
factor in not pursuing an LAP is not acceptable, 
and while I respect that view, as a council we 
do need to balance out our views with the 
community’s ability to fund it via the rates they 
pay. 

With the recent alcohol application under 
appeal, the groundswell of opposition against 

the application and the criticism that council 
failed to have an LAP, it’s enabled me to work 
with the mayor and staff on progressing an 
LAP. I have submitted a notice of motion to 
the Ōtaki Community Board (see page 5) for 
consideration. 

Should this be passed, and I expect it will 
be, it will then pave the way for the council to 
support an LAP being progressed as soon as 
possible. 

The other challenge is how we communicate 
any alcohol applications being made. I had 
previously requested that KCDC notify 
interested parties via email but was told we 
couldn’t as there are strict rules under the Sale 
and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012 and that we 
couldn’t treat any party with more favour than 
another. 

Hence why alcohol applications appear only 
in the newspaper and on the council’s website. 
This needs to change and we are looking at ways 
we can legally do this to help the community be 
better informed. 

n James is Ōtaki Ward Councillor

A bolt from the blue
The news came out of the blue.

Someone in our little town was self-isolating 
after travelling on a flight from Auckland to 
Wellington. They had been sitting in close 
proximity to someone who later tested positive 
for Covid-19.

After having got through the most serious 
lockdown in the country’s history, the revelation 
was at first scary. Everyone now knows the likely 
consequences of an outbreak of Covid-19 in our 
community.

There was certainly the possibility of fatalities, 
most likely among our cherished elderly people. 
There could be another lockdown, with the 
knock-on effects of business strife and job 
losses. Though we’ve been through one of the 
most severe lockdowns in the world, and we 
know we did the right thing, we still feel we’ve 
done our bit and we don’t want that all over 
again.

But the reality is that we have a very low 
likelihood of Covid-19 happening here. Sure, 
someone was near an infected person, but the 
robust systems we have established in New 
Zealand kicked in almost immediately.

People and the system did what they should 
in these circumstances. Anyone at risk self-
isolated, along with their close whānau. They 
got tested and were monitored.

Within hours the MidCentral DHB 
established a pop-up testing station in the car 
park behind the Ōtaki Museum. They did it 
again the next morning. 

Trace. Isolate. Test. It’s all worked as it should.
We can be thankful we have near-universal 

support for our response to this pandemic, 
dedicated medical personnel and scientific 
experts who are respected. 

We still live in a great part of the world.

n Ian is editor of Ōtaki Today
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MEDIA & COMMUNITY

FRASER CARSON

THE United States presidential elections 
put one in mind of watching WWTF 

mud wrestling between a rather thin, grey-
haired undertaker and a fat naked man 
covered in hideous green slime. 

The thin undertaker intones, over-and-over, 
the hope that it will be a fair fight while the fat 
naked guy attacks the referee 
and wants him to help smash 
the other guy, while holding a 
Bible and shouting expletives and 
abuse at everyone.

In the end, the judges and the 
crowd were split. The win for the 
undertaker might quieten things 
down, but the fat fella – boy, 
could he make it exciting, and the 
crowd is in a frenzy.

Down here in little old 
Aotearoa, things seem a bit more sedate. We’ve 
had our election, where the most outrageous 
thing was Judith Collins’ attempt to smear the 
prime minister by constantly calling her “Miss 
Ardern.” That’s hardly something that had 
shopkeepers boarding up windows to protect 
against crazed rioters.

The spectacle in the US might seem 
rather amusing, to some, until one considers 
how serious it is. And I don’t just mean the 
consequences of Trumpism on the world’s 
largest economy and, by extension, on the rest 
of us. 

I’m talking about many of the underlying 
forces at work, that marginalise swathes of 
people and put the power increasingly into the 
hands of few.

While in New Zealand we can pat ourselves 
on the back about the civility of our social and 
political life, the aforementioned forces are 
global and we are not immune.

Much is being written and discussed around 
the world, especially as we face the realities 
of populist politics, which I would define as 

political and social movements 
that seek a cult-like following 
based solely on what will appeal 
to certain sections of voters. A 
key factor is the maligning of 
“other” sectors of society, which 
is supported by  the inebriated 
use of claims and information 
that simply aren’t true.

Of course, there are some who 
claim it is simply democracy at 
work. 

If a movement appeals to enough people, 
what’s wrong with that? But, if the spread of 
misinformation is how it happens, and the 
movement is only using democracy with the 
ultimate goal of creating an authoritarian 
regime, then democracy (people power) ends 
up being the casualty, along with truth.

A big danger in all this is that people become 
polarised and stop listening and talking 
together. 

As always, the victims are people on the 
margins; for example, minorities, the poor and 
people with disabilities. 

In the US, we’ve seen how black Americans 
have suffered at the hands of the Trump-
inspired white supremacy movement. So, I was 
not surprised to recently see, on a US news 

People power risks being the casualty of populism

story, a black activist say, “we need to get back to 
empowering people.”

So, here’s the key point. If people don’t feel 
empowered and seek out demigods peddling 
misinformation and polarisation, we surely need 
to look for ways to empower people more and 
connect them up so that we can have healthier 
and richer conversations, than are often 
happening in the unlit dungeons of Facebook 
and Twitter.

Our government has said, following our 
election, that they wish to govern for all New 
Zealanders. If they are serious about that, they 
will need to find ways to do more than just 
‘govern – they’ll need to find more ways to 
empower all people and groups. 

This isn’t easy when most of the mechanisms 
of government flow through ministries 

and agencies that provide top-down driven 
resources and services, but jealously guard the 
levers and flows of money, and power. Risk, 
rather than reward, is a big motivation and 
empowering any kind of self-determination is 
just a tad foreign.

Let’s just hope we do not see the emergence 
of a Donald Trump in New Zealand. We can 
create the kind of community environment 
we all crave, and make certain Trumpism 
never happens here, if we are serious about 
empowering the people who need it most.

n Fraser is a member of the XŌtaki College Alumni Trust and 
the founding partner of Flightdec.com. Flightdec’s kaupapa 
is to challenge the status quo of the internet to give access to 
more reliable and valuable citizen generated content, and to 
improve connectivity and collaboration. He can be contacted 
at fraser@flightdec.com

BULSARA T/A TALL POPPY LICENSED UNDER REAA 2008

Sarah Lange
Sales Consultant

022 3177 613
sarah.lange@tallpoppy.co.nz

Thinking of selling? Let’s talk.

Hardworking, thorough 
& professional
“Sarah looked after all the important details to 
ensure the house was not only well presented, but 
that prospective purchasers had all the information 
they needed to make an informed decision. This sale 
required negotiation which was very well managed by 
Sarah. Sarah was able to effectively negotiate a sale 
that met the expectations of both buyer and seller. 
Very happy with the process of sale and the outcome.”

- Matthew Wyatt



Combining the world’s best leather 
with New Zealand workmanship since 1971

Black & Co • SH1 •  Ōtaki

•  Boil-up on Thurs and Fri  •  Salads •  Cinnamon donuts 
•  Paninis, sandwiches, toasted wraps/sandwiches • Fresh salads
•  Gourmet savouries  •  Meal of the day  •  Smoothies, milkshakes
•  Emporio coffee  •  Variety of vegetarian and keto options  
•  REAL FRUIT ICE CREAMS

•  freshly baked pies daily  • filled rolls, sandwiches 
•  cream doughnuts  •  great variety of cakes  •  bread and
   pizza bread

OZ’S BAKERY
06 364 5468

fairtrade organic 
coffee

06 364 5472

200 State Highway 1, Ōtaki

Come in and be enticed by our 
exquisite range of homewares 
and accessories – treat yourself 
or that special someone to 
treasures for heart and home. 
We are a store for everyone.

cnr Arthur St and SH1, Ōtaki
06 364 0433 
open 7 days 10am-4.30pm

GRANT ROBERTSON 
AREINZ
grant@fnotaki.co.nz 
021 660 113

DEREK KELLY 
Licensed Agent
derek@fnotaki.co.nz 
021 0832 6460

Ōtaki First National, the real 
estate specialist for Ōtaki, 
Te Horo, Levin, and Manakau. 
Lifestyle or residential, whether 
you are buying, selling or 
needing expert advice. Enjoy 
the Kāpiti Coast lifestyle – the 
Tararuas, rivers, beaches, Kāpiti 
Island, shopping, cafés and a 
great climate!

238 Main Highway, Ōtaki 
For all enquiries, call 06 364 8350 or email admin@fnotaki.co.nz

GBR REALTY LTD MREINZ licensed agent REAA (2008)

www.antonios.co.nzwww.antonios.co.nz
“A little bit of New York,“A little bit of New York, a little bit of Italy, and a whole lot of home.” a little bit of Italy, and a whole lot of home.”

Pizza, pasta, dessertsPizza, pasta, desserts
Craft beer and fine wineCraft beer and fine wine

4 Arthur St, Ōtaki4 Arthur St, Ōtaki
06 364 008406 364 0084
OPEN: Mon-Wed 4-8pmOPEN: Mon-Wed 4-8pm
Thurs-Sun from middayThurs-Sun from midday

Peter Heald
Residential & 
commercial  
real estate

M 0275 365 616 
E peter@dwre.co.nz

Getting you more. 
That’s our job. 

open daily 6.30am-4pm

STATE HIGHWAY 1 
next to Kathmandu

LOCALS SUPPORTING LOCALS

Join us for delicious homemade meals
or coffee and cake in our lovely 

garden or warm café. 
We look forward to serving you.  

10% discount 
Mon to Fri

06 364 6742

MARLAN TRADING CO LTD
176 Main Highway, Ōtaki • 364 8183 
Kirsten Housiaux • 027 466 3317 
sales@marlantrading.co.nz • marlantrading.co.nz

ŌTAKI COLLEGE UNIFORMS 2020-2021

We are 
open Mon-Fri  

 10am - 4.30pm
and stocked 

for all 
Ōtaki College 

uniforms

We can supply uniforms on a parent account, but a 
form from the Ōtaki College office must be provided.

We also do WINZ quotes.

TRAVIS ROBERTSON
travis@fnotaki.co.nz
022 152 6629 Shop in Otaki and help spread the  Christmas cheer

What better way to help spread 
goodwill than to shop for Christmas 
right here in Ōtaki? We’ve had one hell 
of a year, and now it’s time to celebrate 
with the spirit of Christmas. Our 
retailers, cafés, restaurants and other 
businesses have been through a tough 

time, and if they’re to keep serving us 
and our visitors, we need to support 
them. We can do that by looking locally 
before making that Christmas purchase 
out of town. With the range of gift shops 
on the highway, plenty of op shops with 
quality goods at bargain prices, and most 



5 Arthur Street, Ōtaki • 06 364 7161
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm • Sun 10am-4pm
hipsta.co.nz

ETHNIC HANDICRAFTS • CLOTHING • BODY PIERCINGETHNIC HANDICRAFTS • CLOTHING • BODY PIERCING
alternative fashion where festival meets street, alternative fashion where festival meets street, 

     meets beach . . .     meets beach . . .

LLiitttteell  OOttaakkii,,  4422  DDuunnssttaann  SSttrreeeett  
For motel reservations: www.littel.nz 

Otaki . 

Comfortable  by n ight .  

Awesome by day. 

LLiitttteell  OOttaakkii,,  4422  DDuunnssttaann  SSttrreeeett  
For motel reservations: www.littel.nz 

Otaki . 

Comfortable  by n ight .  

Awesome by day. 

212 Main Highway, Ōtaki • 06 210 2509
OPEN: M-F 9am-5pm, Sat 9am-4pm, Sun 10am-4pm 

www.mcandrewsmenswear.com

We would like to thank everyone for 
their business and support during 
lockdown – it was much appreciated.

SUMMER STOCK 
AVAILABLE NOW

180 Main Highway 
Otaki

06 210 2517
7 DAYS 10am - 5pm

www.artelgallery.net

Otaki
Open
For 

Business

OTAKI TODAY

open.otakitoday.com

• Otaki to Waikanae $35 
• Otaki to Paraparaumu $50
• $10 + $5 per passenger between beach and plateau
• Further afield trips negotiable
• Airports and bus connections

Book online at: 
otakishuttle.co.nz

Please confirm 
by phone 
for weekend web bookings. 

Evening jobs need to be booked.

Otaki
SHUTTLE SERVICE

06 364-6001 • 027 439 0131
SEVEN DAY A WEEK SERVICE UNTIL MIDNIGHT

EFTPOS 
available in vehicle

ŌTAKI SHOPS  
OPEN FOR BUSINESS
It’s been a tough time for retailers, so Ōtaki Today 
is helping them to keep the town firing. This two-
page feature shows just some of the shopping 
options available, mostly in the bustling highway 
precinct, where there’s an eclectic mix of gift 
shops, arts stores, outlet clothing and great coffee 
and food outlets. 
Most are owner-operated, and supported by 
other local businesses 
such as real estate 
agencies.
If you like what a 
business is offering, 
support them by 
buying locally. 
Ōtaki Today has also 
set up a new website 
in which Ōtaki 
businesses can easily 
and freely create their 
own Profile page – 
open.otakitoday.com

Give a 
personlised 
gift voucher 
this Christmas 
– that extra 
special gift.

Diane Connal 

You can buy online NOW for CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS  
and pick up. BUY LOCAL  021 181 0453
See my work at: dianeconnal.com

Visit me at:
1a Field Way 

Waikanae BeachD.C Jewellery
Handmade jewellery 

Welcome to Old School Beauty and Electrolysis. 
See Deb Shannon, qualified, experienced and passionate 
about beauty therapy.
Treatments available include Electrolysis • Eyes, shapes 
and tints • Facials, microdermabrasion • Waxing • Body 
Massage • Skintag and red vein removal • Manicures and 
pedicures • Makeup.

 06 364 707506 364 7075 
174 Waerenga Road, Ōtaki

www.oldschoolbeauty.co.nz

Old School Beauty & Electrolysis
 

Give a 
PERSONALISED 

gift voucher 
this CHRISTMAS – 

that extra 
SPECIAL 

GIFT

Shop in Otaki and help spread the  Christmas cheer
stores and cafés offering gift vouchers, 
there’s plenty of local choice. And if you 
look hard enough – or even visit a store 
you have passed plenty of times but 
never gone in – you might just find that 
special gift. So support our businesses 
and keep our town humming.
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PAKIHI/Business

Insurance and Mortgage Advisers

• First home buyer mortgages • Debt consolidation
• Mortgage refinancing • All Insurance covers 
• Investment property lending • Honest and friendly
• Local knowledge/local people  • Free services

153 Main Highway, Ōtaki 
(opposite New World Supermarket)

06 364-6123
0800 367 467
Please call for the best insurance 
and mortgage advice.

www.inprogroup.co.nz

IF you’re in business, either for 
yourself or as an employee, you 

will know that no two days are ever 
the same. What brought success 
yesterday won’t necessarily bring 
you more of the same tomorrow. 

If 2020 has taught us anything 
it is that change really is the only 
constant. Over the past few months 
working with business owners around 
the country I’ve been struck by a 
simple fact: those 
who have adapted to 
the changes forced 
on us by Covid-19 
and are building great 
businesses and selves, 
all have one thing in 
common. They are 
innately and almost 
insatiably curious.

Curiosity killed the 
cat, they say . . . but 
only after it had used up its nine lives. 

Being inquisitive and interested 
in people, things, and events is 
an admirable characteristic, both 
because it increases your own 
learning and because it’s infectious. 
If you display curiosity, those around 
you will be more curious than they 
would otherwise have been.

An open, enquiring mind is a 
prerequisite for continuous learning 
and development. The alternative, a 
closed mind, is a recipe for stagnation 
and for the rate of change to exceed 
the rate of learning. 

YOUR BUSINESS 

CHRIS WHEELAN

EMPLOYMENT LAW

AMY WEBSTER

IF your business usually closes 
down over summer, it’s time to 

start thinking about notifying staff 
and working out the relevant leave 
implications.

The law enables employers to close 
down all or part of their business at 
around the same time each year and 
require employees to take leave during 
the close down period. 

Most commonly, this happens 
over the Christmas/
summer period, but 
in some seasonal 
businesses it happens 
at other times of year.

The law requires 
employers to give 
employees 14 days’ 
notice of a closedown, 
but most employers 
give notice earlier so 
their employees can 
make their holiday 
plans.

This means if you are closing your 
business from December 24, for more 
than just the public holidays, you will 
need to notify your employees by 
December 9, but ideally you would do 
so well before then.

When notifying staff of a closedown, 
you should tell them:

- the dates the closedown will start and 
end

- that they must discontinue work 
during the closedown period and 
take annual leave (if entitled); and

- how many days of leave will be 
required to cover the period.
If you have staff who have accrued 

annual leave, but are not yet entitled 
to take it (most commonly because 
they have worked for you for less than 

a year), you must pay 
them 8 percent of their 
gross earnings since they 
started work or their last 
entitlement date, less any 
leave they have taken in 
advance and any holiday 
pay paid with their wages 
(which may occur if they 
have transitioned from 
a casual position to a 
permanent one).

An aspect of the 
closedown rules many employers are 
not aware of is that the law requires you 
to reset the “anniversary date” of these 
employees (those paid out 8 percent 
at the start of the closedown) for the 
purposes of annual leave entitlement. 
It must be reset to either the first day 
of the closedown or a “reasonably 
proximate date”. For example, if you 

always shut down your business over 
Christmas but the actual first day of the 
closedown changes from year to year, 
you could set the anniversary date at 
December 21.

If you have any staff who will 
struggle financially to get through 
the closedown, you may decide to 
agree to an employee taking some 
annual leave in advance. This is not 
the same as the 8 percent discussed 
above, but rather annual leave the 
employee has not yet accrued, nor are 
they entitled to. If you are thinking of 
agreeing to such an arrangement, it is 
wise to limit it to a maximum of the 
equivalent of a normal pay run (eg two 
weeks) and ensure you have written 
agreement from the employee that 
they understand this arrangement will 
leave them in a leave deficit and, should 
they leave before they accrue the right 
to that leave, the value of it will be 
deducted from their final pay.

Employees will need to take leave 
without pay for any portion of the 
closedown not covered by annual leave, 
the 8 percent payout or an agreement 
to take leave in advance.
n Amy is an associate at Wakefields Lawyers and 

an expert in the area of employment law. She 
heads the company’s employment team, which 
helps both employers and employees in all areas 
of employment law.

Curiosity helps businesses adapt and succeed
Success relies on an open mind for 

new ideas, ways of thinking and for 
being unafraid to take ACTION! If 
you want to grow, make the choice 
to be interested and impressed, not 
interesting and impressive. . . .

If you’re not already the sort of 
person who displays curiosity, it’s 
possible for you to learn to become 
so. How easy or difficult this will be 
depends on your starting point.

If you feel curious, 
interested, and 
inquisitive, but 
don’t exhibit those 
behaviours, it’s 
comparatively easy to 
adopt behaviours that 
will demonstrate your 
curiosity. You could, 
for example, embrace 
a commitment to talk 
to people about what 

interests them, ask lots of questions, 
and demonstrate how interested you 
are in them. 

By feeling interested you’re already 
halfway there and these behaviours 
should be quite easy to adopt.

If you don’t feel interested, it’s quite 
possible to feign interest. Most people 
will discover that if they pretend to 
be interested then they start to feel 
interested (fake it till you make it). 
Your outward, exhibited behaviour 
will affect your inner feelings . . . 
rather than the other way around. 

Curiosity provides the springboard 

for learning and development. 
Curious, inquisitive people tend to:
• ask lots of questions
• think out loud
• play devil’s advocate
• dig and delve to find out more
• formulate and reformulate 

“theories” – and be ok with being 
‘wrong; sometimes

• have lots of ideas
• challenge conventional thinking

This is an admirable list. The 
downside is that people who are 
curious will often flit, butterfly-like, 
from one interest to another and 

not sustain their enthusiasm for any 
one thing. As a result, they fail to see 
things through to a conclusion. They 
are good starters, but poor finishers. 

If this describes you, even just 
sometimes, you can correct this 
tendency by working to maintain 
your interest, continually checking 
to ensure that your people are 
completing the things they’ve started.

Consistent curiosity is vital . . . the 
lifeblood of continuous improvement. 
All learning and development 
emanates from an insatiable curiosity, 
and that’s worth thinking about.

If you are ready to change and grow to 
make more money AND get more time back 
in your life to enjoy family, friends and fine 
things, call Chris on 0222 332 669 or email 
chriswhelan@actioncoach.com & apply for 
a complimentary 90-minute Strategy Session 
to get you started.

n Chris is former chief executive of the 
Wellington Regional Development Agency 
and now an ActionCoach. If you are ready to 
change and grow to make more money and 
get more time back in your life to enjoy family, 
friends and fine things, call Chris on 0222 332 
669 or email chriswhelan@actioncoach.com 
and apply for a complimentary 90-minute 
strategy session to get you started.

The implications of closedown

Image by Mohamed Hassan from Pixabay

LETTERS: Got something to say? Send a letter to the editor by mail or email. Include 
your full name, address and contact phone number. Only letters that include these 
details will be published, unless there’s good reason to withhold a name. Maximum 
200 words. Note your letter may be edited for grammar and accuracy. Not all letters 
received will be published and we reserve the right to reject any letter.  Email letters@
idmedia.co.nz or write to 13 Te Manuao Road, Ōtaki.
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DO  
YOU NEED  
ANOTHER BEDROOM?
CALL JUST CABINS FOR THE SOLUTION

Three convenient sizes:

Standard 3.6m x 2.4m – $75 pw
Large 4.2m x 2.4m – $90 pw
Extra-large 4.8m x 2.4m – $110 pw
Plus delivery and bond. Minimum 
rental period applies.

0800 58 78 22
JUSTCABINS.CO.NZ

With a fully insulated and tastefully 
decorated JUST CABINS cabin  
your friends or whānau will feel  
right at home. Locally owned and 
operated, visit justcabins.co.nz or 
call us to chat with the friendly Just 
Cabins team today.

 

We have recently installed a mobile asphalt plant within the Winstones quarry area 
west of State Highway 1.  This notice is to advise you that the plant will be 
operational shortly and to provide you with the contact details for the plant 
operators should you need them: 

NOTICE TO PUBLIC OF MOBILE 
ASPHALT PLANT INSTALLATION 

Plant Operator:  Higgins Group Holdings Ltd. 

Contact Phone:  027 202 9582 

Contact Email:  asphalt.otaki@higgins.co.nz 

The mobile asphalt plant is operated in accordance with an air discharge permit (resource consent) 
from Greater Wellington Regional Council and a land use consent from Kapiti District Council. 
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RECENTLY I had a kōrero with a friend 
who works in the Man Up programme.

I had formed an opinion on this brotherhood 
run by Destiny Church without considering 
the alternatives for those who 
arrive at a point where knowing 
it or not, the decision to join 
might be one of life or death.

Imagine for a minute being 
placed in a jail cell for the 
seventh time,  hearing the gate 
shut behind you and knowing 
you’ve failed your son. Imagine 
trying to break away from a 
lifetime of learned behaviours 
but not knowing how, failing 
again and feeling powerless to change. 

Then imagine being accepted by a 
brotherhood who look and sound familiar, 
who tell you they can help you be there for 

your whānau, to start making right the damage 
you’ve done to them. 

They offer a lifeline, a rope to pull yourself out 
of that cycle. It’s not free, but then you’ve been 

paying anyway, just to a different faith, 
a different escape from earth. They’ll 
help you stop those other addictions, 
too. Who benefits from your pay? 
Doesn’t matter so much, right?

Like me, you might have been 
focused on where that money goes, 
distracted by the slick hair and fancy 
cars. But it’s deeper than that. 

The simple reality is that a lot of our 
whānau have tried other ways to leave 
a mana-draining life and they haven’t 

worked. So for those trying to change their lives, 
it is life or death. If not for this programme, 
they stay stuck in the cycle in which they were 
placed. Their children will grow up just like my 

mate, with gangsters as role models, violence, 
addiction, and other whānau-destroying 
behaviours normalised. 

The cost of that to those tamariki and society 
is higher than any tithe.

We all grow up knowing that connection is 
important. It’s why we have hapū, sports teams, 
churches and clubs. My friend’s earliest role 
models taught him gangs were a normal place in 
which to find that connection.

This new group helped him break free from 
that. It’s still a brotherhood, but drugs and 
violence aren’t the kaupapa. In my opinion, 
that’s the single most important outcome. It’s 
better than the alternative. It’s life or death.

How the programme is run, and its other 
religion-based intent/outcome is what brings 
Destiny’s Church and Brian Tamaiki into the 
kōrero. I realise now that my opinion on that is 
much less important. That’s not life or death.

There are other ways to break from that cycle 
and find a more positive and constructive-to-
society connection than the way my mate had 
been living, but he’d tried those offered through 
the system and none worked. In an ideal world, 
that lifeline would be free. There wouldn’t be a 
middle-man benefiting so much from so many 
to make that change. But we don’t live in an 
ideal world. And the world my friend and others 
are paying to escape, is much different to the 
one most of us face each day.

It is life or death and I don’t care who’s being 
paid if it means he can turn his life around. 

For him and for us, I think this is better than 
the alternative.

You can listen to the full kōrero on Pera’s podcast 
at paperbackguerrillas.co.nz

n Pera Barrett is a rap singer, story writer, and founder of 
Shoebox Christmas. He received the Local Hero award at 
the New Zealander of the Year awards in 2019.

GOOD THINKING

PERA BARRETT

Looking to the positive in Destiny’s Man Up programme

It’s been a tough year, and many 
businesses have an uncertain future. 

Now is the time to review how well your 
business is operating. 

Experienced Action Coach  
Chris Whelan is offering all Ōtaki 

businesses a no-obligation, 90-minute 
Strategic Review of their business. 

You’ve got nothing to lose!
Call Chris today at:

022 2332 669
or email

chris.whelan@actioncoach.com

OFFER TO ŌTAKI BUSINESSES

Kāpiti Coast District Council’s 2020 Annual Report, 
which sets out council performance and progress 
made in the year ended June 30, has been released. 

 Mayor K Gurunathan said the report was especially 
significant because of the effects of Covid-19.

“I am very proud of the way our community 
responded to this unprecedented challenge,” he said.

Achievements highlighted in the report include:
• improving drinking water across the district and upgrading 

stormwater to protect homes from flooding
• successfully trialling new drone technology to find leaks
• holding the Takutai Kāpiti: Climate Change and Our Coast 

summit
• confirmation of a AA credit rating by Standard & Poor’s
• progressing town centre projects in Paraparaumu, including 

the widening of Kāpiti Road

• refreshing the economic development strategy with iwi 
partners and business stakeholders, and establishing an 
independent governance group

• upgrading four playgrounds based on community input
• upgrading the animal management shelter
• responding through Covid-19 alert levels to Ministry of 

Health guidelines as they applied to staff, community and 
services

• arranging a range of support options for rates and other 
payments residents, ratepayers and businesses financially 
affected by Covid-19

• earning top spot in Toitū Envirocare’s list of carbon reducers
• winning the National Lifeguard Championships
• opening the Te Raukura ki Kāpiti Performing Arts Centre
• holding the inaugural Movies in the Park and Super Schools 

events.
n The report can be found at kāpiticoast.govt.nz

Report outlines council achievements
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DR STEVE HUMPHRIES

HEALTH SCIENCE

DANIEL DUXFIELD

GETTING FIT

This month’s fitness message will be for those people who have 
sedentary occupations, don’t challenge their physical fitness 

daily and so must add exercise into their daily routine.
It can be said that people who exercise more have more energy. 

Those people who are more active get more stuff done. And people will 
ask, “where do you get all that energy”? 

The answer is easy. It’s regular exercise and a balanced, healthy diet,  
but it’s also about physical functionality and conditioning.

Experienced exercisers and people who are generally very active, 
don’t have a mystical tank of limitless power. Unfortunately. 

The truth is our bodies are purposefully conditioned to operate at 
peak efficiency for the tasks we train them for. So for me, that’s being a 
dad. For you that could be whatever you do most often. But we don’t 
operate at “peak performance” all day, so when we are doing activities 

that are not physically challenging – which 
is anything that raises your heart rate above 
normal resting – our internal systems run at a 
much higher efficiency than others.

My body operates more efficiently if it can 
do all the things I need to do in my day, with 
no problems. Meaning because my whole 
cardiovascular system is used to high-demand 
situations, during low-demand situations 
it can carry oxygen around my body with 
greater efficiency.

Your heart pumps, forcing oxygenated 
blood with glucose to all your muscles and 

organs with each pump, each stroke. While at the same time returning 
de-oxygenated blood from the muscles and organs to the lungs for 
resupply. To do this effectively I need my heart – my fuel pump – to be 
in the best shape it can be.

A strong heart means it can pump more blood with each stroke, 
which is each beat. Because it can pump more blood volume it doesn’t 
need to pump as often. Which is how you get a low resting heart rate. 

You can add chemical additives to your bloodstream via your glands. 
These are your adrenal glands. They inject hormones of various types 
into your fuel system to act a chemical triggers. 

A better boost than afternoon coffee

The majestic tōtara tree (podocarpus 
totara) can grow to 30 metres tall. A 

New Zealand native, it evolved more than a 
million years ago and individual trees can 
live for more than a 1000 years. 

Historically, tōtara forests were widespread 
throughout New Zealand, including here in the 
Kāpiti region. The Hautere area 
of Te Horo is well know for its 
tōtara. 

Māori used the tree 
extensively. The wood was 
highly prized for carving as it 
was durable and the straight 
grain was easy to work with. 
These properties also made it a 
popular choice for building waka 
and whare. Medicinally, tōtara 
extracts and concoctions were 
used to treat a wide range of 
conditions, including skin complaints, coughs 
and fever. 

However, with colonisation there was a rapid 
decline in tōtara forests during the 1800s and 
early 1900s. This was partly due to clearing land 
for farming, but it was also due to the demand 
for tōtara heartwood because of its superb 
durability. 

In the days before timber treatment, tōtara 
was the wood that did not rot. Consequently 
it was in high demand for fence posts, wharf 
piles (marine borer will not attack it), railway 
sleepers, house piles and weatherboards. 

But why does totara have such high resistance 
to decay? In 1915 the substance responsible 

If someone has attempted suicide or you’re 
worried about their immediate safety:
• Call your local mental health crisis assessment 

team 0800 745 477 or take them to the 
emergency dept (ED) of your nearest hospital

• If they are in immediate physical danger to 
themselves or others, call 111

• Stay with them until support arrives
• Remove any obvious means of suicide they 

might use (eg ropes, pills, guns, car keys, knives)
• Try to stay calm, take some deep breaths 
• Let them know you care
• Keep them talking: listen and ask questions 

without judging
• Make sure you are safe.
For more information, talk to your local doctor, 
medical centre, hauora, community mental health 
team, school counsellor or counselling service. If 
you don’t get the help you need, keep trying.
Services offering support & information:
• Lifeline 0800 543 354 (0800 LIFELINE)
• Samaritans 0800 726 666 - for confidential 

support for anyone who is lonely or in 
emotional distress

• Depression Helpline 0800 111 757 or free text 
4202 - to talk to a trained counsellor about 
how you are feeling or to ask any questions

• Healthline 0800 611 116 - for advice from 
trained registered nurses

• www.depression.org.nz 
For children and young people
• Youthline 0800 376 633, free text 234, email 

talk@youthline.co.nz or webchat at youthline.
co.nz (webchat avail 7-11pm) – for young 
people and their parents, whānau and friends

• What’s Up 0800 942 8787 (0800 WHATSUP) or 
webchat at www.whatsup.co.nz from 5-10pm 
for ages 5-18.

• Kidsline 0800 543 754 (0800 KIDSLINE) – up to 
18 yrs.

More options: www.mentalhealth.org.nz

HELPLINES AND LOCAL 
MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 

It’s OK to reach out for help 
– never hesitate if you are concerned 

about yourself or someone else.
IN A CRISIS OR EMERGENCY

for its amazing durability was isolated and 
identified. It was a complex terpene molecule 
and, as it contained an alcohol group, it was 
named totarol. 

Totarol is a potent antibacterial and 
antioxidant, and it is these properties that give 
tōtara wood its renowned decay resistance and 

durability. 
Up until the 1960s tōtara was 

a common timber weatherboard. 
But the totarol resin in the wood 
that gave it durability also meant 
the wood was difficult to paint, and 
specially formulated primers had to 
be developed for it. 

Unfortunately those primers 
become quite brittle as they age, 
so if old tōtara weatherboards are 
repainted without proper stripping 
back to remove the original primer, 

the new paint job is likely to fail quickly.
Because of totarol’s powerful 

antibacterial and antioxidant 
properties, it is now used in skin 
care products, toothpastes, lotions 
and creams. 

Here at Hebe Botanicals we 
extract totarol from recycled tōtara 
heartwood (old fence posts) with 
organic alcohol. The totarol is so 
resistant to decomposition it is 
still in the fence posts even after 
decades of weathering. The organic 
alcohol, which we make on site, is 
also used in our hand sanitiser. 

We then purify the extracted totarol resin 
by fractional vacuum distillation. The purified 
white crystalline totarol (photo below) is used 
in our cosmetics as part of a natural preservative 
system, and also as an antioxidant to combat the 
aging effects of free-radicals in the skin. 

Totarol has many uses. It is particularly 
effective against gram positive bacteria that 
cause acne, tooth decay and skin infections, 
and also the hospital “super bug”, methicillin-
resistant staphylococcus aureus (MRSA). 

Totarol only forms in substantial quantities 
in trees more than100 years old as protection 
from microbial attack when the tree ages. 
Consequently it is not practical to plant tōtara to 
harvest totarol.  

As part of a sustainable totara management 
plan, totarol should only be obtained from 
recovered and recycled wood.
n Health scientist Dr Steve Humphries is a director at Hebe 

Botanicals in Ōtaki. He was previously a lecturer at Massey 
University and director of the Health Science Programme.

The medicinal wonders of ancient tōtara

These chemical triggers illicit responses from your brain. Like 
stress. Everyone knows about cortisol, the stress hormone. High 
amounts of this hormone can retard muscle growth and also be a 
trigger for anxiety in some people. 

There are other hormones that are beneficial, such as estrogen 
in women and testosterone in men. Hormones make you hungry, 
make you happy and sad. They induce the “fight or flight” response 
and they even make you fall in love. These are all added into the fuel 
supply system for whatever purpose the situation requires.

This increased blood flow kicks your metabolism into action, too. 
With your muscles being called to action and the fuel supply system 
providing them with fuel via the bloodstream, your metabolism has 
to increase its rate of activity to provide the glucose component of 
your fuel needs, while your cardiovascular supplies oxygenated blood 
and glucose to the muscles.

So in summary, a break and some light exercise at 2 or 3pm is 
better than a fourth of fifth cup of coffee!
n Daniel is an exercise professional who operates DuxFit Functional Fitness from a private 

studio in Ōtaki. Contact 022 1099 442 or danielduxfield@gmail.com and see www.
facebook.com/duxfitfunctionalfitness/
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Why advertise in Ōtaki Today 
when there are other advertising 
options and cheap social media? 

The answer is simple – with  
Ōtaki Today your message gets 
into every home, every month. 

We deliver to every eligible* 
household in the Ōtaki district, 

including Te Horo, Te Horo 
Beach, Hautere, urban Ōtaki, 

rural Ōtaki, Manakau and 
Waikawa Beach. Plus we have 
seven news stands, including  

one in Levin. 
Our total print run is now 7000 

copies every month – that means 
a lot of eyes on stories of local 
interest and pages designed to 
encourage readership, including 

the advertising.
06 364-6543 • 027 285-4720 

debbi@idmedia.co.nz
* Not delivered to boxes labeled ‘Addressed mail only’ or similar.

YOUR MESSAGE 
IN EVERY HOME

Preserving visual  
taonga for the future

COLLECTOR: Ngā Taonga collection developer Ramarihi MacDougall.

Frail, older people are being 
encouraged to “Get Up, Get 
Dressed and Get Moving” for a 
timely recovery from falls and 
illness.

Supporting our older people to 
get out of bed or their chair is one of 
the best ways to ensure they recover 
from any illness in a safe and timely 
manner.

MidCentral District Health 
Board’s Get Up Get Dressed Get 
Moving campaign has been running 
for two years now. It is aimed at 
safely maximising the activity levels 
of frail, older patients during their 
stay in hospital to ensure they have 
a speedy recovery, maintain their 
independence and lose as little muscle 
as possible.

De-conditioning, known 
colloquially as pyjama paralysis, can 
occur in patients who remain in bed 
and walk less. This can lead to longer 
hospital stays and a higher risk of 
other health complications, such as 
infections. 

De-conditioning is particularly 
prevalent in older people, due to the 
proclivity of the human body to lose 
muscle strength and general physical 
function as it ages.

Dr Syed Zaman, clinical executive 
for healthy ageing and rehabilitation 
at MidCentral DHB, says it’s a 
common misperception that bed is 
the best place for older people to be 
when recovering from an illness.

“Rest is an important part of the 
healing process, but it should be used 

By David Klein  
Ngā Taonga Sound & Vision 

Ngā Taonga Sound & Vision 
collection developer  

Ramarihi MacDougall loves her job. 
She gets to see and hear a lot of old recordings – including tīpuna 

(ancestors). Photographs and recordings of tīpuna are incredibly 
important in te Ao Māori. 

Ngā Taonga receives many requests to view episodes of programmes 
such as Waka Huia, Marae, and the online exhibitions of Ngā Taonga 
Kōrero sound recordings are popular. These programmes and recordings 
have told Māori stories for decades and are an enormously precious 
resource for Aotearoa. 

Ramarihi (Ngāti Awa, Ngāi Tūhoe) collects these recordings, brings them 
into the Archive and makes them accessible. 

“I capture Māori Television broadcasts and archive other programmes 
that have received Te Māngai Pāho funding,” she says. “So that’s content on 
Māori Television, their Te Reo channel, plus programmes on TV1: things 
like Te Karere news that screens weekdays.”

Te Māngai Pāho (TMP) is the agency that funds the production of 
content to revitalise te reo and Māori culture. Ngā Taonga has a contract 
with TMP to record and archive the material they have funded, ensuring 
the content TMP funds is preserved and accessible for future generations. 

As well as television content, TMP funds films, apps, music, web series 
and iwi radio stations – there are 21 of the latter throughout the country. 
The aim is to capture and digitise content from these and make them 
available to the community. These archived recordings and the people and 
places they show can resonate strongly with audiences. 

“I feel personally connected to the material and to different iwi, different 
marae that I see,” Ramarihi says. “I feel like I’m doing a really worthwhile 
job that will have benefits for me personally, for my friends and family, and 
New Zealanders. It’s incredible that anyone can access so many of these 
recordings once they are uploaded to the online catalogue.”

On a recent trip to Tūrangi, Ramarihi and a colleague collected tapes 
from an iwi station. 

“It was so great to go to the heart of the station and see how everything 
worked. And it was wonderful to see what a fabulous job they’re doing 
with the funding they received.” 

Ramarihi is constantly finding interesting, relevant material. 
“You come across people who have passed away. I do often get emotional 

due to personal connections with the people or places in the material. You 
might see family members from years ago and it’s so nice to go back and 
hear their voice for a couple of minutes.”

They say it’s best if an organisation’s staff are its biggest supporters, and 
it’s definitely the case with Ramarihi. 

“I feel like I’m forever telling my friends: ‘do this, search for that’. They 
ask questions like, ‘do you have anything about weaving?’ Oh my gosh, 
we’ve got so much stuff about weaving!” 

Ramarihi is both a supporter of Ngā Taonga and the material she cares 
for. She enjoys watching Māori Television when she’s not at work. 

“I love Waka Huia and Marae – the current events shows are great. My 
favourite show at the moment though is Whiua te Paatai: ‘throw out the 
question’. It’s a panel show for mature audiences with a big mix of people: 
different ages, sexualities and backgrounds. It’s rather risqué with the type 
of questions they ask and it’s very, very funny. It’s subtitled, too.”

The risqué questions might not seem so taboo 50 years from now, but 
it’s certain that people will enjoy watching them and may feel a personal 
connection to some of those involved with the show.
n Ngā Taonga cares for an enormous number of recordings that capture New Zealand life. They 

can be explored in the online catalogue at ngataonga.og.nz and you can sign up for the Ngā 
Taonga newsletter using the Sign Up button at the top of the page.

in conjunction with safe and regular 
physical activity,” he says. “Evidence 
shows there is a sharp decline in 
mobility and health in patients who 
have longer bed stays. 

“For every day in bed, older people 
lose 2 to 5 percent of their muscle 
mass.”

Dr Zaman says that can be 
alleviated by encouraging people to 
get out of bed, to sit up in a chair to 
have their meals, to get dressed in 
their own clothes and to keep moving 
on a regular basis. 

“All health staff, whānau and 
support people have an important 
role to play here.”

For people facing lengthy hospital 
stays, Dr Zaman says staff are 
encouraged to assist them to take 
short walks, where possible. 

Whānau and support people can 
also help by ensuring their loved 
ones have loose-fitting, comfortable 
clothes, closed-in footwear with a 
non-slip rubber sole, and any walking 
aids they use at home, such as a stick 
or frame. 

During visiting hours, patients 
and their whānau are encouraged to 
utilise patient lounges, public areas 
and gardens to get away from the 
bedside. 

Dr Zaman says this approach is just 
as relevant for frail, older people who 
are convalescing in the community.  

“If you are recovering from an 
illness at an aged residential care 
facility or in your own home, then 
safe, regular movement and exercise 
will be also very beneficial for your 
ongoing health and well-being.”

Elderly encouraged to ‘get 
up, get moving’ for recovery

Image by Mabel Amber from Pixabay

Top tips for good 
oral health
Drinking water, taking care of your gums and getting regular 
dental check-ups are just a few of the key tips for good oral 
health that MidCentral DHB’s oral health therapists advocate 
daily. 

With National Oral Health Day on November 6 having a similar 
theme this year, DHB therapists Tia Fatu and Henrietta Nair want 
to ensure the community is familiar with these tips, too.

Tia and Henrietta inspect the teeth of tamariki in the MidCentral 
region at both in-school and mobile clinics. They are part of the 
Child Adolescent Oral Health Service (CAOHS) that provides free 
dental care for 0-17 year-olds. 

While the team is predominantly in primary and intermediate 
schools, they  also visit some high schools. Typically dental care for 
high-school-aged adolescents is provided by independent dentists, 
but it’s still free up until their 18th birthday wherever it’s provided.

The CAOHS team not only provides routine check-ups and 
dental care, but also educate tamariki and their caregivers on good 
oral hygiene practices. Tia says education is key to ensuring good 
habits are formed. 

“Paying attention to the health of the gum is important, as is 
showing kids and their parents the correct way to brush their teeth. 
Passing on diet advice, such as avoiding sugary drinks or foods 
high in sugar, and drinking water over other drinks, are things we’re 
always promoting.”

Tia and Henrietta have been working as oral health therapists for 
seven years, and  they enjoy the challenge of working with children. 

“Each child is different so each day is different for us,” Henrietta 
says. 

They also encourage parents to call 0800 825 583 to register their 
child, update contact details or check enrolments. Under 18-year-
olds do not have to be in school to qualify for free dental care.

HĪTŌRIA/History  
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Removing excess fruit from an over-
burdened tree rewards you with a more 
robust tree and better fruit – for this 
year and next. 

Did you know that at the same time 
your tree is growing fruits for this 
year, it’s also putting energy into spur 
development? That’s next year’s fruits.

From mid-spring on, keep an eye on 
your fruit trees and thin heavily loaded 
trees soon after fruit set.
Steady is good

Thinning is all about removing extras 
to improve the remainder, and it keeps 
your tree’s equilibrium steady. This, to me, 
is the golden bit – when you thin out the 
load it distributes the trees jujus evenly 
over the years. If your trees 
are stressed this year, there’s less in the 
pot for next year.
Exceptions to the rule

Some fruit trees carry a mother load 
year after year without skipping a beat. 
Many plums are like this.

Some fruit trees, such as tydemans late 
apple, are natural biennial bearers. Biennial bearing is an 
enthusiastic big crop followed by an exhausted little crop.  

Getting to know your trees is at the heart of it. Follow 
your gut and experiment by not thinning, or thinning 
lightly. Research into your specific variety is helpful, 
though do take the information with a grain of salt. 
Different climates, rootstocks and soils come into play, 
so don’t rush out and act. Tuck the information away and 
put it together with your own quiet observations and 
wonderings.
Thinning bonuses
• improved light for better ripening
• airflow for disease prevention

• prevents biennial bearing
• a better size, better quality fruit
• space between fruits makes a “fire break” 
for less of a wildfire approach to disease 
spread
• fewer insect hotels (nothing cosier for 
codlings than three apples squashed up 
together!)
• a lovely, peaceful job among the trees.
How to

The window for thinning fruit is after 
fruit set, up until marble size. Work your 
way systematically branch by branch. Use 
sharp seceteurs to cut pipfruits and your 
thumb and finger to twist stone fruits. 
Pulling is disastrous! You’ll end up taking 
the whole spur off.

Start by removing deformed or stunted 
fruits, leaving the biggest and best to grow 
on. Leave one fruit per cluster. Yes, you can.

Drop all the thinnings on the ground, 
returning them to the tree. Remove all the 
crop from young trees and poorly trees. 
They’ll be deeply grateful to you for it.
Spacings

The amount of space to leave between each fruit 
depends on the full-grown size of each variety. Use the 
following guide:
• Peaches and nectarines 10-15cm
• Apricots 10cm
• Plums 5-10cm
• Apples 15-25cm
• Pears 10-15cm
Citrus

Citrus also benefit from thinning for all the same reasons, 
particularly the prevention of biennial bearing to which 
they are prone. Mandarins and oranges benefit the most – 
the best fat, juicy fruits are after thinning!

Pruning produces many benefits in your orchard

Kath Irvine has been growing 
vegetables to feed her family for 21 

years. Spray-free, natural, low-input 
food gardens are her thing. She 

believes smart design saves time, 
money and the planet, and makes 
a garden hum. She recycles, reuses 

and forages, and uses as little 
plastic as possible. Kath believes 
in a daily serve of freshly picked 
organic greens for a happy mind 

and strong body. She provides 
organic gardening advice through 
her articles, books, workshops and 

garden consultations.

KATH IRVINE

THE EDIBLE GARDEN

Before thinning.

After thinning.

These pairs are the perfect size for thinning.

Drop the thinnings on the ground.

Do you have a digger-loving kid? Then Animals in Vehicles is the perfect gift. 

        T-shirts also available. 
ORDER NOW TXT 027 698 7529 
or jrodeo@gmail.com

only 
$20/
copy

only 
$20/
copy
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MAHI TOI/Arts

Be bold and uniquely you

bigimage.co.nz
BIG IMAGE has its headquarters  
on the Kapiti Coast. 

Use an image of your choice.  
Then cover a wall, or large interior  
or exterior surface.

ICONIC  
ŌTAKI
We all love seeing images of what makes 
Ōtaki special, and Ōtaki Today staff take 
plenty of photos as they work around 
town. But we know people take lots 
of other great photos and we’d love to 
share with readers, who are not just 
locals but visitors, too.

So please email your image and we’ll 
choose one each month to reproduced 
on this page.

Email us for possible publication to:

otakiphotos@idmedia.co.nz

PIC OF THE MONTH

The photo this month was taken by 
editor Ian Carson near the Ōtaki River 
estuary.

Organisers of the Kāpiti Food Fair have 
partnered with Coastella and youth 
organisation Zeal to provide entertainment 
on two stages at this year’s fair.

 The fair runs rain or shine from 10am to 
4pm on Saturday December 5 at Mazengarb 
Park in Paraparaumu. It attracts at least 22,000 
visitors with up to 250 vendors of packaged 
foodproducts and ready-to-eat delights. There’s 
also a licensed Tuatara Bar, free kids zone and 
face painting. 

Even crowd-friendly dogs on a lead are 
welcome.

“We’re super excited to collaborate with 
Coastella co-founders Gerry Paul and Paul 
Brown,” says Helene Judge, co-owner of the 
Kāpiti Food Fair. “Good music and the magic 
of summer, along with amazing food and 
beverages, go together in perfect harmony, so 
Coastella has brought together a line-up not to 
be missed.”

The Coastella stage line-up includes: singer 
songwriter Ebony Lamb who’s taken folk-alt-
country to a whole new level; T-Bone blending 
good-time Americana; three-piece KITA 

playing vintage rock, touches of modern jazz, 
pop and soul, and warm hints of synth into a 
singular style; brass band Richter City Rebels 
who blend RnB, soul, hip-hop, jazz and funk; 
and Medicinal Māori Music, tastefully mixing 
the new and the old with soulful reggae/dub 
grooves and bouncy hip-hop beats 

The Zeal stage will have an extensive lineup 
of quality acts. Zeal Kāpiti is a local youth 
organisation where our young creatives gather 
to practise their art and create new works, all 
while learning from each other. 

The Zeal stage line-up includes: That 80’s 
Band; Dragon Scales Music; GloryBox; Devon 
Welch Music; Jeep Road; DAPA (Dream 
Academy of Performing Arts) offering more than 
10 genres of performing arts; Kāpiti Community 
Choir; and the Andrew London Trio.

 The Kāpiti Food Fair was established in 2008 
and has become a major community event in 
the Wellington region. It is now privately owned 
and operated by Helene Judge and Jeanine van 
Kradenburg, with the aim of bringing visitors 
into Kāpiti for “a fun, tasty day out with good 
friends, good times and good food”.

Food fair fun – and for the tastebuds

T-BONE: The band will be on the Coastella stage at the Kāpiti Food Fair. It includes Coastella co-
founder Gerry Paul, American Richard Klein, Whangarei multi-instrumentalist Dusty Burnell and 
musical genius Michael Muggeridge.

TOP BRASS: The Richter City Rebels, who blend RnB, soul, hip-hop, jazz and funk.
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HĪTŌRIA/History
OLD SCHOOL PHOTOS: Ōtaki School class of 1922 

ŌTAKI SCHOOL, 1922 
Back row from left: unknown, 
unknown, unknown, Myra 
Morgan, unknown, unknown, 
Flora Taylor, unknown, Betty 
Capewell, unknown, unknown,
Row 3: unknown, unknown, 
unknown, unknown, Jack 
Nicolson, unknown, Inia Te 
Wiata, unknown, unknown, 
unknown, Turoa Webster.
Row 2: unknown, Hope Dixon, 
unknown, unknown, Lorraine 
Capewell, rest unknown.
Front row: Ivan Mathie, Arthur 
Manz, unknown, Bert Looser, 
Selwyn Hughes, Lloyd Hughes, 
unknown,  unknown, Kohe 
Webster, Jack Bevan, Harold 
Olliver.
Photo courtesy of Adelade 
Nicholls Phillips.

If you have any school 
photos you’d like to share, 
please let us know. If 
you know anyone in this 
photo who’s not identified, 
or we’ve not identified 
someone correctly, please  
email  
debbi@idmedia.co.nz  
The photo is also at 
otakitoday.com

LAST MONTH’S PHOTO
ŌTAKI SCHOOL, 1962: Back row, from 
left, unknown, Rory Curtis, Ivan Young, 
Brian King, Ian Turnbull, Michael Broad, 
unknown, Max Lutz, unknown. Third row: 
Barry Russell?, unknown, Sandra Phillips, 
unknown, Alison ?, Susan Roach, Wayne 
Bennett, Thomas Cassidy, Raymond Hawea. 
Teacher Mr McClay. Second row: Heather 
Giddens, Margaret Webb, Mary McCaffee, 
Lorna Adams, Rosie ?, Celia Durand, Suzanne 
Ahipene, Lorraine Brooks, Louise Bishop, 
Elizabeth Benett, Wendy Ludlam. Front row: 
Judy Chung, Justine McLaren, unknown, 
Charlene Kingi, unknown 1, 2, 3, Jonella 
Edwards, Vicky Williams, Susan Heney.
Several of these students moved to Waitohu 
School when it opened the following year.

Rāhui old-timers 
at 1982 reunion

The photo at left came to Ōtaki Today 
from Trevor Wylie. The occasion was 
a reunion for the 50th anniversary of 
the Rāhui Rugby Club in 1982 at the 
Gertrude Atmore Lounge adjoining the 
Memorial Hall. 

Back row:  Unknown, Jack Stevenson, 
Harry Branch, John McLeod, Ken 
Ludlam, unknown, Graham Walker, Pat 
Roach, unknown, Maurice Merwood. 
Front row: Jim Spiers, John Clark, 
Bob Seal, Mo McCartney, Lindsay 
Mansell, Brian Cootes, Fred Snowdon, 
Barry Jensen, Wehi Royal, unknown 
(obscured).

Please let us know at Ōtaki Today 
if you can identify those listed as 
unknown.

5o YEARS AGO

New steamer Otaki arrives in Auckland
On April 18, 1920, the new steamer, Otaki, arrived in Auckland from Liverpool. The 

previous Otaki was sunk after a gallant battle in 1917 with the Moewe, a German raider. 
The Ōtaki Scholar and the memorial at Ōtaki College recognise that bravery.

The new Otaki displayed a brass plate in its saloon that said:
“The original steamer Otaki, built in 1908, dimensions 464ft 6in by 34ft, defensive 

armament one 4.7in gun, was sunk on March 10, 1917, after prolonged action against 
the German raider Moewe, mounting two 7.5in guns, two 6in guns, two 3in guns, four 
torpedo tubes. The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty consider this a very gallant 
action, and if the Otaki had had a little more luck she would have sunk the raider against 
overwhelming odds.”

Captain J H Gordon commanded the new steamer. Two survivors of the sunk Otaki, 
second engineer J Thompson and second steward C Reynolds occupied the same 
positions on the new ship. They were both prisoners of war for two years in Germany.
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Global warming

Local historian REX KERR continues the story of Ōtaki’s history. This is episode 6, part b.

DESTINATION OTAKI

REX KERR

Initially the arrival of the Pākehā had little 
impact on the Ōtaki landscape. 
Māori increased their gardens to grow new 

crops of potatoes, corn, pumpkin, cabbage, 
wheat and fruit trees. Pigs, sheep, cattle and 
horses grazed the open spaces. 

The Earth has been warming for more than 
10,000 years, broken by intermittent cold 
periods. Associated with the prolonged period 
of warming, the great ice sheets and glaciers 
have been naturally slowly melting and the 
oceans gradually rising. 

In the recent past, particularly during the 
Medieval Ages, the Earth was warmer than it 
is now. It was known as the Medieval Warm 
Period (900-1300).  This was followed by a 
period of prolonged cooling known as the Little 
Ice Age (1400-1800).  

Since the Industrial Revolution, which started 
in the Victorian era, there has been a resurgence 
of warmer climes. 

Scientists believe the causes of climatic 
change are complicated and that there are 
several factors involved, both natural and 
man-made, which precipitate it: solar activity, 
volcanic activity, ocean circulation, decreased 
human activity, increased human activity, and 
the inherent variability of climate. 

Since 1880, rapid industrial growth and 
changes in transport have resulted in the 
increasing emission of harmful greenhouse 
gases into the atmosphere, and deforestation. 
Farming practices have sped up the natural rate 
of global warming. 

The impact of global warming is wide-spread 
rising sea levels as the ice sheets melt, extremes 
of weather conditions resulting in drought and 
flooding, and changing biodiversity patterns. 

All of these will affect the landscape as 
humankind meets the challenges each of these 
presents to our way of life.

Rising sea level is the one that seems to cause 
the most concern because most New Zealanders 
live close to the sea. They fear it will inundate 
low-lying coastal areas, threatening our largest 
cities, coastal resorts and most productive 
agricultural land. 

If we consider rising sea level alone without 
factoring in other phenomena, what would be 
the impact on Ōtaki.

Experts claim sea levels have risen 21-24cm 
since 1880, a third of which (8cm) has risen in 
the past 25 years. It is likely to rise by at least 
30cm more by the end of the century, even if 
there is a drop in emissions. 

The worst case scenario by 2100 is 2.5 metres 
which would be disastrous. 

That is unlikely and some time off. It gives 
authorities time to take measures to protect the 
district’s future. 

A 3-metre sea level rise would take mean 
high tide up to the base of the sand dunes along 

Storm surges pose biggest threat to Ōtaki

Marine Parade and push tides perhaps a further 
100m into the two estuaries. 

The real danger is the likely increased number 
of and ferocity of storms, coinciding with spring 
tides in which the high seas could breach the 
protective dunes and the low shingle bank at the 
mouth of Ōtaki River. 

Storm surges up the Ōtaki and Waitohu rivers 
would flood the low-lying areas along Tasman 
and Rangiuru roads and south of the river to Te 
Horo.   

Of equal concern would be the expected 
increase in violent storms. Heavy rain and 
destructive winds would bring flash floods far 
more dangerous than previously experienced. 

Floods could have the capacity to be much 
greater and more frequent than the 100-year 
floods the Ōtaki River protection measures 

are designed to prevent. A rampart river could 
break through in several places north and south 
of its current banks, causing enormous damage 
and possible loss of life, while also creating a 
wasteland. 

Conversely, massive flooding by big rivers 
to the north could have a beneficial effect by 
bringing down huge amounts of silt, which 
would eventually be deposited on the beach, 
building it up and out to protect the current 
coastline from the ravages of a rising sea level.

Rising temperatures would affect the 
biodiversity of the region, producing a sub-
tropical type environment in which new plants, 
pests and diseases might flourish. 

Traditional crops, and even grass, might 
no longer be tenable with a new agricultural 
economy and landscape emerging. It would 

be sheer guesswork to say what would evolve 
during the next 80 years as humans are very 
resourceful when responding to change that is 
currently difficult to predict.

As we look into the future there are other 
natural forces that can come into play, which 
would impact both positively and negatively on 
global warming.

    

    
n References
• Likely climate change impacts in New Zealand.  

mfe.govt.nz
• Climate Change: Global Sea Level. 

https://www.climate.gov/news  

Next: Episode 7 – The Impact of other natural 
forces on the landscape of the future.         

Main Street exhibition at museum
As Time Goes By: The Changing Face of Main Street 
Open 10am-2pm Thursday-Saturday
49 Main Street, Ōtaki

This exhibition at the Ōtaki Museum highlights the history of 
Main Street, from the time it was merely a junction on the old 
coach road route along the beach, from Paekākāriki to the 
Rangiātea and Pukekaraka mission stations in Ōtaki, and beyond 
to Foxton.

“It was the place where horses were changed, their shoes and 

saddles repaired and coach men rested,” exhibition convener 
Di Buchan says. “Mail bags were picked up and delivered and 
refreshments and a bed were available at several guest houses. 
From 1872 the Telegraph Hotel was up and running with a 
roaring trade and the places selling wares and services became 
more plentiful and substantial.

“It was not until 1921 that the section of road between Aotaki 
Street and the Rangiuru Road-Te Rauparaha Street intersection 
was named Main Street. 

“Prior to that it was part of Mill Road.”

Scientists believe the causes of climatic change are complicated and 
that there are several factors involved, both natural and  

man-made, which precipitate it: solar activity, volcanic activity, 
ocean circulation, decreased human activity, increased human 

activity, and the inherent variability of climate. Since 1880, 
rapid industrial growth and changes in transport have resulted 
in the increasing emission of harmful greenhouse gases into the 

atmosphere, and deforestation. Farming practices have sped up the 
natural rate of global warming. The impact of global  

warming is wide-spread rising sea levels as the ice sheets melt, 
extremes of weather conditions resulting in drought and flooding, 

and changing biodiversity patterns. 

Image by Pete Linforth from Pixabay
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NAME:                                                                          AGE:                 PHONE:

COLOURING COMPETITION

ŌT KIDS’ NEWS

Drop a copy
of your coloured 

picture into Ōtaki Today’s box atRiverstone Riverstone CaféCafé to win a $20 book voucher or an Animals in Vehicles book by Dec  6. 

Circus sells lion poop
A German circus closed for months 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic 
is making some extra money by 
selling lion poop. The Krone Circus 
is selling jars filled with big cat 
droppings.
Officials say it can be spread in a 
home garden to keep pets and wild 
animals from damaging plants. The 
circus has placed a large sculpture 
dubbed “Mr Poo” outside the 
business to celebrate the new 
venture.

ANSWERS TO KYUSS’ OCTOBER VOLCANO QUIZ
1. About 1900  2. Mauna Kea  3. Mars   
4. Indonesia  5. False  6. Tambora  7. Ruapehu  
8. A spring that shoots hot water in the air   
9. Pillow lava  10. No

Kyuss’  
FOOD Quiz
1. What is 
considered 
the healthiest 
food in the 
world?                                                          
2. Which vegetable 
is good for your 
eyesight?                                                                
3. Why are protein 
rich foods good 
for children?                                                           
4. Name two foods 
that are protein?                                                           
5. What is yogurt 
made from?                                                                                            
6. What food is 
used as the base of 

guacamole?                                                            
7.Deer meat 
is known by 
what name?                                                                            
8. What is the 

sweet substance 
made by bees?                                                             
9. What food is 
used to make 
jack-o-lanterns 
on Halloween?              
10. Starchy foods 
such as pasta, rice 
bread, and potatoes 
are also known as  
a word starting with 
the letter c?

If you don’t know the answers, Google them, 
or look in a book, just like Kyuss did! Last quiz 
answers are below. Email your answers to 
KyussOT@idmedia.co.nz The first drawn with 
the correct answers wins a $20 book voucher, 
or one of Jared’s Animals in Vehicles books 
(your choice) as well as an Ōtaki Today T-shirt. 

1. Select a glazed ceramic, plastic, or metal planter 
with smooth, straight sides.
2. Print a family member's photo, enlarged so that 
the head is roughly the height of your pot. Cut out 
the head, then trim across the top of the forehead, as 
shown.
3. Cut a piece of clear contact paper to be a few 
centimetres taller than the pot and wide enough to 
encircle it. Peel off the backing.
4. Centre the head, face down, on the top edge of the 
paper.
5. Wrap the contact paper around the pot, smoothing 
any bubbles as you go. Trim the edges with scissors or 
a craft knife (an adult's job).
6. Add a plant that makes a hilarious hairdo.

Top tip: If you can't find the perfect planter, use a 
decorative pail or vase, then nest a potted plant inside.

A cute keepsake gardening gift to make for Christmas
Give your loved ones living hairdos with a project that's simple to make (and simply silly).

Photo by 
Alexandra Grablewski

48,000-year-old baby tooth 
found in Italy
A small milk-tooth found in 
Northern Italy is believed to 
be 48,000 years old. Scientists 
looking at the object believe the 
tooth belonged to a child aged 
between 11 and 12. The tooth was 
found by a group of researchers 
from the universities of Bologna 
and Ferrara, who have recently 
published a paper in the Journal 
of Human Evolution. An analysis of 
the tooth found it was related to 
Neanderthals who lived in Belgium.

TAMARIKI

Kia ora, and welcome to the latest update from Otaki Montessori 
Pre-School. We are only a few weeks away from the Christmas break, 
so it is a good time to share what we have been up to.

We are excited about the completion of  new and soon to be 
underway projects; including new perimeter fencing (a huge shout 
out to our parents who did this for us; Bronzon (and his whanau), 
Tom and Mikey). We feel much smarter as well as safer with their 
awesome industry.  We are also in the final planning phase of  
creating and updating our playground and garden.  

Involvement in our community is important to us. Our 
programme enables children to experience the wonders 
of  the natural world. Children visit Hauratai Bush weekly 
and are learning about the delicate ecosystem there.  We 
have worked alongside the Year 11 Outdoor Education 
class from Otaki College to plant trees at the Haruatai park 
playground.

Our younger children have been enjoying baking, running in the 
park and chatting to our new friend from the council who drives the 
big tractor mower.

Our web page has been updated so you can find answers to 
questions you may have. Please take a look – otakimontessori.co.nz  

We have spaces available now for 2-3 year olds on Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. Please call the office, we would 
love to hear from you. We are on Facebook as well: Otaki Montessori. 

(with a Kereru picture.) 
We offer morning sessions from 9am–12pm (a great 

option for the little ones) or a full day session from 
9am–2.30pm.  

Get in touch on 06 364 7500 or email us at om_admin@
otakimontessori.co.nz to arrange a visit.

Ōtaki Montessori offers a unique choice of 
preschool education in Ōtaki. 

OTAKI MONTESSORI PRE-SCHOOL
Haruatai Park, 200 Mill Rd, Otaki. 06 364 7500 • www.otakimontessori.co.nz  

Nau mai, haere mai, welcome to

--
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COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS 
AMICUS CLUB OF ŌTAKI: 364 6464 
COBBLERS LUNCH CLUB: Thursdays 11.15am-1.30pm Gertrude 
Atmore Lounge. Free soup.
FOREST & BIRD PROTECTION SOCIETY: Joan Leckie 368 1277
FRIENDS OF THE ŌTAKI RIVER: Trevor Wylie 364 8918 
FRIENDS OF THE ŌTAKI ROTUNDA: Di Buchan 364 0180/027 683 0213
GENEALOGY SOCIETY: Len Nicholls 364 7638
KĀPITI COAST GREY POWER: June Simpson 021 109 2583
KĀPITI HOROWHENUA VEGANS: Alastair 364 3392 Eric 367 2512
KEEP ŌTAKI BEAUTIFUL: Margaret Bayston/Lloyd Chapman
LIONS CLUB OF ŌTAKI: Phil Shaw 027 259 1636
MORRIS CAR CLUB: Chris Torr 323 7753 
ŌTAKI BRIDGE CLUB: Tim Horner 364-5240
ŌTAKI COMMUNITY PATROL: Errol Maffey 027 230 8836
ŌTAKI AND DISTRICT SENIOR CITIZENS: Vaevae 027 447 7864
ŌTAKI FLORAL ART & GARDEN CLUB: Macha Miller 364 6605
ŌTAKI FOODBANK: 43 Main St, Lucy Tahere 364 0051 
ŌTAKI HERITAGE BANK MUSEUM TRUST: 364 6886
ŌTAKI HISTORICAL SOCIETY: Sarah Maclean 364 2497 
ŌTAKI MENZSHED: 022 406 9439 OtakiMenzShed@outlook.com 
ŌTAKI PLAYERS SOCIETY: Roger Thorpe 364 8848 or 021 259 2683
ŌTAKI POTTERY CLUB: Rod Graham 027 445 7545
ŌTAKI PROMOTIONS GROUP: Cam Butler 021 703095
ŌTAKI AND DISTRICT RSA, 9 Raukawa St 364 6221
ŌTAKI SPINNERS AND KNITTERS’ GROUP: Barbara Austin 364 8381
ŌTAKI WOMEN’S NETWORK GROUP: Carol Ward 027 235 6151
ŌTAKI WOMEN’S COMMUNITY CLUB/SUNDAY MARKETS: Kerrie 
Fox 027 340 0305
ŌTAKI WOMEN’S INSTITUTE: Rema Clark remaclark@xtra.co.nz
RESOURCE RECOVERY CENTRE: Jamie 027 444 9995/ 
Drew 021 288 7021
ROTARY CLUB OF ŌTAKI: Michael Fagg 021 294 3039 
TIMEBANK: Suzanne Fahey 021 1275 074
TOASTMASTERS OF WAIKANAE: Graham 04 905 6236
TRANSITION TOWN ŌTAKI: Jamie Bull 364 0550
WAITOHU STREAM CARE GROUP: Lyndsay Knowles 364 6283 
CHILDREN
ŌTAKI TOY LIBRARY: 027 621 8855 Saturday 10.30am-noon  
Memorial Hall.
KIDZOWN OSCAR: 0800 543 9696
LITTLE GIGGLERS PLAYGROUP: Baptist Church Hall, Te Manuao Rd. 
10am-12noon Friday each fortnight. Denise 027 276 0983
MAINLY MUSIC: Hadfield Hall, Te Rauparaha St. 021 189 6510
ŌTAKI KINDERGARTEN: 68a Waerenga Rd. 364 8553.
ŌTAKI MONTESSORI PRESCHOOL: Haruātai Park, Roselle 364 7500.
ŌTAKI PLAYCENTRE: Mill Rd. 364 5787. Mon, Tue, Thu 9.30am-noon
ŌTAKI PLAYGROUP: otakiplaygroup@hotmail.com
ŌTAKI SCOUTS, CUBS AND KEAS: Brent Bythell 364 8949.
PLUNKET MANAKAU PLAYGROUP: Honi Taipua St, T & Th 9.30am-noon.
SKIDS ŌTAKI: out of school care, St Peter Chanel School.  
Sonia: 027 739 1986.
TE KŌHANGA REO O TE KĀKANO O TE KURA: Te Rauparaha St, 06 364 5599
TE KŌHANGA REO O RAUKAWA: 5 Convent Rd, 06 364 5364
SPORTS CLUBS 
EASY-CISE/WALKING GROUP (BODY & SOUL): Joseph 364 6191
EQUESTRIAN HORSE CLUB 364 6181: Horse Trekking club Debbie 
364 6571; Ōtaki Pony Club Paul Pettengell 364 5781 
GAZBOS GOLDEN OLDIES Doug Garrity 364 5886 
HAWAIKINUI TUA RUA KI ŌTAKI (WAKA AMA) : 
DeNeen Baker-Underhill 027 404 4697
ŌTAKI ATHLETIC CLUB: Kerry Bevan 027 405 6635 
ŌTAKI BOATING CLUB: Trevor Hosking 021 642 766
ŌTAKI BOWLING CLUB: Paul Selby 927 9015
ŌTAKI CANOE CLUB: Jane Bertelsen 364 5302
ŌTAKI DANCE GROUP: Barbara Francis 364 7383
ŌTAKI GOLF CLUB: 364 8260
ŌTAKI GYMNASTICS CLUB: Nancy 027 778 6902 
ŌTAKI INDOOR BOWLING: Jane Selby-Paterson 927 9015
ŌTAKI MASTERS SWIMMING CLUB: Sonia Coom 04 292 7676
ŌTAKI PETANQUE CLUB: Val Clarke 364 5213
ŌTAKI RAILWAY BOWLING CLUB: Maureen Beaver 364 0640 
ŌTAKI SPORTS CLUB: TENNIS, SQUASH & SOCCER Hannah 027 327 1179
ŌTAKI SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB: Kirsty Doyle 021 102 0058 
RĀHUI FOOTBALL AND SPORTS CLUB: Slade Sturmey 021 191 
4780. Rahui Netball Kylie Gardner 0275 490 985. Junior Rugby 
Megan Qaranivalu 022 165 7649 
TAE KWON DO: Jim Babbington 027 530 0443
TAI CHI: Gillian Sutherland 04 904 8190 
WHITI TE RA LEAGUE CLUB: Kelly Anne Ngatai 027 256 7391
WILD GOOSE QIGONG, CHEN STYLE TAIJIQUAN (TAI CHI) & CHUN 
YUEN (SHAOLIN) QUAN: Sifu Cynthia Shaw 021 613 081.

To list your group, or update contact details, email debbi@idmedia.co.nz 

CHURCHES

Rangiātea 33 Te Rauparaha St, ŌTAKI • 364 6838
Sunday Eucharist: 9am • Church viewing hours, school 
terms: Mon-Fri 9.30am- 1.30pm

St Mary’s Pukekaraka 4 Convent Rd, ŌTAKI Fr Alan Robert 
364 8543 or 021 0822 8926. Sunday mass: 10am. Miha Māori 
Mass, first Sunday. For other masses: otakiandlevincatholic 
parish.nz. 

Anglican Methodist Parish of Ōtaki St Margaret’s, Te Horo. 
All Saints’, Ōtaki. St Andrew’s, Manakau. Co-Ministers: Jessica 
Falconer 021 778 345.  Rev Simon Falconer, 021 857 744
email: ministers@otakianglican.nz Services: 1st and 3rd Sunday of 
each month,  All Saints’, Te Rauparaha St, Ōtaki, at 9.30am. 2nd 
and 4th Sunday of each month, St Margaret’s, School Rd, Te Horo, 
at 9.30am. 5th Sunday to be advised. 
Ōtaki Baptist cnr SH1 & Te Manuao Rd, ŌTAKI
364 8540 or 027 672 7865 otakibaptist.weebly.com  
• Sunday service: 10am

The Hub 157 Tasman Rd, ŌTAKI • Leader Richard Brons 
364-6911 • www.actschurches.com/church-directory/
horowhenua/hub-church/ • Sunday service and Big 
Wednesday service: 10.15am

Ōtaki Presbyterian 249 Mill Rd, ŌTAKI • Rev Peter Jackson 
364 8759 or 021 207 9455 • www.otakiwaikanaechurch.nz 
Sunday service: 11am

Jehovah’s Witness 265 Mill Road, ŌTAKI 
364 6419 • www.jw.org • Sunday meeting: 10am

COMMUNITY

MEDICAL
Ōtaki Medical Centre 2 Aotaki St, Ōtaki  06 364 
8555 • Monday-Friday: 8.15am-5pm • Saturday: 
9am-noon. After hours. Emergencies: 111
Team Medical, Paraparaumu: AH: 04 297 3000  
Coastlands Shopping Mall. 8am-10pm every day.
Palmerston North Hospital emergencies,  
50 Ruahine St, Palmerston North • 06 356 9169
Healthline for free 24-hour health advice  
0800 611 116
St John Health Shuttle 0800 589 630  
P-pull walk-in Drug advice and support, Birthright 
Centre, every 2nd Thursday 6-8pm.

ŌTAKI POLICE 06 364 7366, cnr Iti and Matene 
Streets, Ōtaki. 
CITIZEN’S ADVICE BUREAU ŌTAKI 
06 364 8664, 0800 367 222. 65a Main St, Ōtaki. 
otaki@cab.org.nz
AROHANUI HOSPICE SHOP 11 Main St, Ōtaki.  
06 929 6603
BIRTHRIGHT OTAKI OPPORTUNITY SHOP 
23 Matene St, Ōtaki. 06 364 5524
COBWEBS OPPORTUNITY SHOP TRUST Main St.
OCEAN VIEW RESIDENTIAL CARE Marine Parade, 
06 364 7399

OLD TIMES: Two men who have a lifetime of Ōtaki memories, Barry Mansell, left, and Peter Jensen, discuss the history of shops on 
the Ōtaki Historical Society’s guided walk down Main Street.  Photo Ian Carson

Historical walk down Main Street
A guided walk down Main Street on Sunday November 8 
gave participants a glimpse into the past of a street that 
celebrates 100 years of existence next year.

The street was until 1921 – when the Ōtaki Borough 
Council was established – part of Mill Road. That road 
originally ran from the highway to the Telegraph Hotel. About 
the time of the First World War (1914-18), Tasman Road was 
built from the town to the beach.

The guided walk provided plenty of opportunities for some 
of the older Ōtaki residents to reminisce and relate their 
stories to other participants, but inevitably also led to some 
debate about who owned what shop, who was there before 
or after them, and even where shops and other businesses 
operated. 

For example, Jimmy Sievers, one of the characters 
from Ōtaki’s early and mid 20th century, had a shop and 
undertaking business with an alleyway running down the side, 
but where was it, and what is there now?

Discussion about the old Edhouse’s department store – 
now the Māoriland Hub – showed that the building for most 
of its life had been in the Edhouse family, starting with Harry 
and Lillian Edhouse in 1923, and later with Don and Pat 
through to 2014, when the store closed. No other store had 
the same consistency of ownership or operation.

Even relatively new buildings have had multiple operators 
as businesses have moved in and out. 

Part of that trend has been because of the changing 
nature of high streets around the world; they are becoming 
less precincts where people browse retail stores and more 
populated by second-hand stores and op shops, hairdressers 
and beauticians, and service businesses such as law firms and 
accountants. That’s certainly been the trend in Ōtaki.

The guided walk coincides with an exhibition at the Ōtaki 
Museum in Main Street entitled “As Time Goes By: The 
Changing Face of Main St”. The exhibition can be seen from 
10-2pm Thursday-Saturday.
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ACROSS
1. City whose population 
doubled between 1976 and 
2006 (8)
7. Hand tool for boring holes (5)
8. Resting place for molluscs 
(6,3)
9. Legolas, in The Lord of the 
Rings (3)
10. Closed (4)
11. Conclusion (6)
13. About half of New Zealand’s 
power comes from this source 
(13)
15. Recreational game with 
almost 120 NZ clubs (6)
16. Male singing voice (4)
18. Sheltered side (3)
20. Unwilling (9)

21. Maori greeting (5)
22. Mesmerising (8)
DOWN
1. Form of equine sport (5)
2. Faulty, unstable (7)
3. Highest point (4)
4. Central Otago site where gold 
was discovered in 1861 (8,5)
5. Concur (5)
6. Problem usually rated as 
Auckland’s biggest (7)
7. Make progress (7)
12. Former natives of the 
Chatham Islands (7)
13. Well (7)
14. Dependent (7)
15. Lima or haricot (5)
17. Relating to the eye (5)
19. Graphic symbol on a

CROSSWORD NZ1792J ANSWERS ACROSS: 1. Tauranga, 7. Auger, 8. Oyster 
bed, 9. Elf, 10. Shut, 11. Finale, 13. Hydroelectric, 15. Bridge, 16. Alto, 18. 
Lee, 20. Reluctant, 21. Hongi, 22. Hypnotic.  DOWN: 1. Trots, 2. Unsound, 
3. Apex, 4. Gabriel’s Gully, 5. Agree, 6. Traffic, 7. Advance, 12. Moriori, 13. 
Healthy, 14. Reliant, 15. Beans, 17. Optic, 19. Icon.

CROSSWORD NZ1792J (answers below)   The Puzzle Company SUDOKU PUZZLES www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz 
Use logic and process of elimination to fill in the blank cells using 
the numbers 1 through 9. Each number can appear only once in 
each row, column and 3x3 block. Puzzle solutions below.

MEDIUM #26

1.  What is the highest-grossing NZ film 
in history? a. Once Were Warriors b. 
Hunt for the Wilderpeople c. Whale 
Rider d. Sione’s Wedding

2.  What film did ‘Wilderpeople’ push into second?  a. Once Were 
Warriors b. Sione’s Wedding  c. Boy d. The World’s Fastest Indian

3.  Jemaine Clement played what in ‘What We Do In The Shadows’? 
 a. A zombie b. A ghost c. Sasquatch d. A vampire
4.  Taika Waititi directed a film about what superhero? a. Flash b. Thor 

c. Doctor Strange d. Captain Britain
5.  ‘Hunt for the Wilderpeople’ is based on a story by who? 
 a. Margaret Mahy  b. Witi Ihimaera c. Barry Crump d. Phil Gifford
6.  ‘The Piano’ was largely filmed where? a. Muriwai b. Karekare 
 c. Mission Bay d. Orewa
7.  What Oscar did Anna Paquin win for ‘The Piano’? a. Best 

cinematography b. Best director c. Best actress d. Best supporting 
actress

8.  What was Sam Neill’s character in ‘Jurassic Park’? a. A mathematician 
b. An archaeologist c. A marine biologist d. A palaeontologist

9.  Who had a cameo in ‘Lord of the Rings’ as Figwit the Elf? a. Peter 
Jackson b. John Key c. Taika Waititi d. Bret McKenzie

10. Which Kiwi classic was remade and released in 2017? a. The 
Navigator b. Goodbye Pork Pie c. Utu d. Once Were Warriors

11. Who directed ‘Whale Rider’? a. Niki Caro b. Lee Tamahori c. Peter 
Jackson d. Temuera Morrison

12. How many Oscars did the three ‘Lord of the Rings’ films win? a. 27  
b. 22  c. 17  d. 14

13. Lee Tamahori directed a film in which franchise? a. James Bond 
 b. Indiana Jones c. Terminator d. Men in Black
14. Who has not won an Oscar? a. Jane Campion b. Anna Pacquin 
 c. Bret McKenzie d. Keisha Castle-Hughes
15. Who was actually born in New Zealand? a. Anna Paquin b. Sam 

Neill c. Russell Crowe d. Keisha Castle-Hughes
16. Name this 2009 film directed by Peter Jackson and filmed in New 

Zealand and Pennsylvania, United States. It tells the story of a 
murdered girl and her families fight to discover the truth. a. Bad 
Blood b. The Silent One c. Lovely Bones d. Bridge to Nowhere

17. In 1981 New Zealand director Geoff Murphy had a massive local 
New Zealand hit with his movie ... ? a. Goodbye Superman  

 b. Goodbye Pork Pie c. Seeya Later d. Flying Skies
18. New Zealand’s first filmmaker was Alfred Whitehouse who made 10 

films between a. 1856 and 1864 b. 1878 and 1888 c. 1898 and 1900 
d. 1904 and 1912

19. Name the film about the obsessive relationship between two 
Christchurch schoolgirls which led to matricide. a. An Angel at my 
Table b. Vigil c.  Dead d. Heavenly Creatures

20. Who starred as the adult Janet Frame in An Angel at my Table? a. 
Lucy Lawless b.Rebecca Gibney c. Kerry Fox d. Robyn Malcolm

QUIZ ANSWERS: 1. Hunt for the Wilderpeople  2. Boy  3. A vampire  
4. Thor  5. Barry Crump  6. Karekare  7. Best supporting actress
8. A palaeontologist 9. Bret McKenzie 10. Goodbye Pork Pie 11. Niki 
Caro 12. 17  13. James Bond 14. Keisha Castle-Hughes 15. Russell Crowe 
16. Lovely Bones 17. Goodbye Pork Pie 18. 1898 and 1900. 19. Heavely 
Creatures 20. Kerry Fox

NZ MOVIE QUIZ
(answers below)

Remember your loved ones, and significant events with a free birth, 
death, or marriage notice in Ōtaki Today. Contact Debbi on 06 364 6543 
or otakitoday@idmedia.co.nz

SUDOKU ANSWERS 
MEDIUM #26

BRANCHY’S 
 LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES LTDLANDSCAPE SUPPLIES LTD
9 Titoki Street, Ōtaki 

027 815 5449 yard • 027 321 9924 Nathan

DRY FIREWOODDRY FIREWOOD
Bagged kindling and firewood $10 per bag

Pine $100/metre
Builders mix $90/metre

TOPSOIL • COMPOST • PEBBLES • BARK • MULCH
and much more, call in for a look

We do WINZ quotes, we do deliveries
OPEN Monday-Saturday: 9am-4pm

 join us on Facebook.com/Branchys-Landscape-Supplies-Ltd

CLASSIFIEDS                                     

Local Electrician  
Tom Mackley

Email or call Tom for a free,  
no-obligation quote today.

sparkytomlimited@gmail.com

027 699 3743

www.sparkytom.co.nz

 HIGH LOW HIGH LOW HIGH
THU 12 NOV - 01:17 07:29 13:44 19:54
FRI 13 NOV - 02:12 08:24 14:38 20:45
SAT 14 NOV - 03:03 09:15 15:27 21:34
SUN 15 NOV - 03:52 10:03 16:16 22:22
MON 16 NOV - 04:39 10:49 17:03 23:10
TUE 17 NOV - 05:26 11:36 17:51 23:58
WED 18 NOV - 06:13 12:23 18:40 -
THU 19 NOV 00:48 07:01 13:11 19:32 -
FRI 20 NOV 01:40 07:50 14:03 20:27 -
SAT 21 NOV 02:36 08:44 15:00 21:26 -
SUN 22 NOV 03:36 09:43 16:04 22:30 -
MON 23 NOV 04:42 10:50 17:12 23:35 -
TUE 24 NOV 05:49 11:59 18:15 - -
WED 25 NOV - 00:36 06:52 13:02 19:10
THU 26 NOV - 01:29 07:45 13:53 19:57
FRI 27 NOV - 02:15 08:29 14:37 20:38
SAT 28 NOV - 02:56 09:09 15:16 21:15
SUN 29 NOV - 03:34 09:45 15:53 21:51
MON 30 NOV - 04:09 10:19 16:28 22:26
TUE 01 DEC - 04:44 10:53 17:03 23:01
WED 02 DEC - 05:18 11:27 17:39 23:38
THU 03 DEC - 05:54 12:02 18:17 -
FRI 04 DEC 00:17 06:32 12:40 19:00 -
SAT 05 DEC 01:00 07:13 13:23 19:47 -
SUN 06 DEC 01:47 07:59 14:13 20:39 -
MON 07 DEC 02:41 08:52 15:11 21:37 -
TUE 08 DEC 03:42 09:54 16:15 22:39 -
WED 09 DEC 04:47 11:01 17:21 23:43 -
THU 10 DEC 05:54 12:10 18:25 - -
FRI 11 DEC - 00:45 07:00 13:16 19:25
SAT 12 DEC - 01:45 08:00 14:15 20:21

Ōtaki River entrance tides 
November 12 – December 10, 2020

metservice.com/marine-surf/tides/otaki-river-entrance

Please note: The actual timing of high and low tide 
might differ from that provided here by LINZ. 

Times are extrapolated from the nearest primary port 
for this location, so please take care.

PROTEKT PEST CONTROL
phone PAUL 06 364 5759 or 027 448 3910

 or Wellington 04 472 9948

ANTI 
ANTS

UNWANTED ANTS 
ARE OUR SPECIALTY!

 Our treatments are guaranteed odourless 
and stain free. We also have solutions to 

control wasps, flies, spiders, cockroaches, 
mosquitoes, silverfish, moths, 

plus rats and mice

1 2 3 4 5 6
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8
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10 11
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13 14

15 16 17

18 19

20

21

22

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS
for as little as $12.50/week

or a run-on classified for 
just $2/line +GST.

classifieds@idmedia.co.nz

CLASSIFIEDS                                     CLASSIFIEDS

GOT A GOOD 
NEWS STORY?

Call us on 06 364-6543 
Email ian@idmedia.co.nz 

Go to otakitoday.com 
and click the Contact link

            Ōtaki Montessori 
            Pre-School Incorporated

         Notice to all 
  Society Members

  ANNUAL GENERAL  
         MEETING
                Tuesday November 24, 7.30pm
                                 to be held at the 
Pre-school, Haruatai Park, Mill Rd, Ōtaki. 
ALL WELCOME.

  Ōtaki Healing & WellbeingŌtaki Healing & Wellbeing  
EXPO               SpiritualityEXPO               Spiritualitywith a 

sprinkle of

Saturday 28Saturday 28thth  NovemberNovember
Ōtaki Memorial HallŌtaki Memorial Hall

10am to 4pm * Free Entry10am to 4pm * Free Entry
       A Wide Range of Dedicated Healing, Health,       A Wide Range of Dedicated Healing, Health,    
   Wellbeing, & Spirtuality Stallholders just for you    Wellbeing, & Spirtuality Stallholders just for you 
from healers, readers, pottery, amazing services from healers, readers, pottery, amazing services 
& products galore to buy, art, massage, Medical & products galore to buy, art, massage, Medical 
Astrology to ‘The Candy Floss lady’. Cash sales. Astrology to ‘The Candy Floss lady’. Cash sales. 

Facebook.com/groups/OtakiHealingandWellbeingFacebook.com/groups/OtakiHealingandWellbeing

Philippians 2:3
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. 
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves.

BERNARD MELTZER

When you

you don’t 
change the

but you do 
change the
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Cute cats Barney and Alfie are looking for 
foster homes.

Both need to be treated with love and 
patience by someone who celebrates the 
small wins and respects their needs for 
gentle but fun interactions.

They need to be homed soon before 
they become too attached to the Forgotten 
Felines rescue team. It would be great to 
keep them together, but not essential. 

Both are desexed,  have no feline Aids, 
vaccinated, chipped and registered. 

Alfie at left is 1-2 years old, loves play  and 
food. He’s cautious, very chatty and allows 
pats but is not quite ready to be picked up. 
He will be a lovely pet with the right person.  
But he is a piggy and can overeat!  

Barney at right is a tiny female almost a 
year old. She was turning up at an elderly 
woman’s house wanting her supper and 
knew she was onto a good thing getting 
nightly stew and a saucer of cream! The 
woman travelled a lot and couldn’t keep her. 

She is vaccinated, desexed and negative 
for FIV/FELV. 

 It has taken time for her to gain trust, but 
she’s now chatting and initiating play. She 
would flourish in a quiet home with another 
chilled friendly cat to show her the ropes. At 
the moment she gets bravery from watching 
Alfie . . . but he does steal her food!

n If you can foster either or both cats, please call Forgotten 
Felines on 027 507 7691 or info@forgottenfelines.org.nz  
See forgottenfelines.org.nz

Barney and Alfie looking for love
TAKE ME HOME, PLEASE!

Lake offers yachts of challenges

BarneyAlfie

Ōtaki College student Kiri 
Winiata-Enoka  (at left) won top 
of code – softball at the College 
Sport Wellington annual awards 
dinner on November 9.

Kiri has been part of the U18 
and U23 Hutt Valley softball 
representative squad, selected to 
represent New Zealand in the Junior 
White Sox team and is a member of 
the wider squad for the NZ White 
Sox.   

At the Ōtaki College prize-giving 
ceremony on October 22, the top 
male team for 2020 was the youth 
football team. Top female team for 
2020 was the senior girls football 
team. Kerry Bevan received an award 
for coach of the year for his efforts 
with youth football.

Keira Johns was awarded the 
Gym Club Cup for sportsmanship 

in year 7 and 8. Jess McArley is the 
college’s nominee for the Service to 
School Sport award. Jess also won 
the Ōtaki Volleyball Cup for most 
valuable player, the Outstanding 
Contribution to Volleyball Cup and 
took out the college’s top award, the 
Outstanding Contribution to Sport 
Cup in recognition of many years of 
service to sport at the college. 

Over the course of the evening 
120 awards were given to students 
who participated in 23 different 
sporting codes, contributed to sport 
through coaching, refereeing or 
officiating. 

Sports Blues were awarded 
to Kaahurere Mackay, Cadence 
McHugo, Pounamu Mackay, Kaia 
Pollock, Letisha Royal-Meyer 
Strawbridge, Donald Hall, Damien 
Doyle and Kiri Winiata Enoka.

Kiri takes top award
The Kāpiti Radio Yacht Club hosted the 

Dragon Force 65 regatta at Winstone’s 
Lake in late October.  The DF65 is a 
popular 65cm-long international radio-
controlled yacht.

Seventeen yachties from throughout the 
country competed on a lake that provided 
plenty of challenges. The top performer 
was Graham Roberts of Tauranga, but 
the next four places were taken by Kāpiti 
members.

Competitors generally liked the shelter 
of the lake itself, but many commented 
on the rough surrounding terrain, which 
sometimes made it difficult to scramble 
after a yacht while holding the remote 
controls. 

The lake has been created by the 
dredging of gravel for the Kāpiti 
Expressway and other infrastructure 
projects. During the next few years, 
improvements around the lake will make 
it a destination for recreational sports 
people and picknickers.
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46 Riverbank Road, Otaki ∙ 06 364 7444 ∙ www.riverbankeng.co.nz 
 

A treasure trove of machinery, tools and parts for every job.  If we don’t have 
it, we can get it.  Come on in for great service and advice. 

 

 46 Riverbank Rd, Ōtaki • 06 364-7444 • www.riverbankeng.co.nz

innovative 
engineering 
specialists

ChristmasChristmas is just around the corner. 

We have a great range of gift ideasgift ideas no matter the budget!

!

A treasure trove of machinery, tools and parts for every job. 
We stock the Makita range of shrub cutters, hedge trimmers, mowers 

and much more. If we don’t have it, we can get it. 
Come in for great service and advice.

Find us on Facebook @RiverbankEng
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By Ian Carson

Paul Selby won the men’s champion of champions 
award at the Bowls Kāpiti Coast annual awards night 
on October 27.

Held at the Ōtaki Bowling Club, the awards also had 
Ōtaki’s Ronnie  Crone and June Selby-Paterson win the 
women’s champion of champions pairs title. The club’s 
men also won the 2nd division interclub 7s. 

The competition for the awards is held during several 
Sundays in the summer, between 
clubs in the centre. The Bowls 
Kapiti Coast region includes 
clubs from Paekākāriki in the 
south to Waitarere Beach north 
of Levin. Teams of seven players 
each compete for the awards.

For Paul Selby, it’s the first 
time he’s won the champion of 
champions singles title. 

“I’ve been bowling 35 years, 
and the last four years at Ōtaki,” 
he says.  “I started playing bowls 
when a knee injury stopped me 
playing cricket.” 

Paul has always played 
competitive sport so taking up 
bowls was a natural progression. 

“Being in competitions has  
enabled me to get around the  

Paul scoops top  
Kāpiti bowls title

TOP BOWLERS: Ronnie Crone accepts the women’s champion of champions pairs 
award (above) from Bowls Kāpiti Coast president Noeleen Davies; and at right, Paul 
Selby with his champion of champions cup.

country and meet a lot of people. I enjoy walking into a 
bowls clubroom and catching up with people I have met 
throughout my bowling days.”

The Ōtaki Bowling Club has about 50 playing 
members. It welcomes any new members, whether 
for competitions for just for the social aspects of 
membership.

The club was founded in 1908. 
n Anyone interested in joining the club to play or meet people can contact 

Paul Selby at 027 333 5339


