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MONARCH CATERPILLARS 
are hungry and looking for food. 

Here at Harrisons we have hundreds 
of Swan plants to feed them.

Good sized leafy plants at a great 
price – get them in your garden 
now and you'll have even bigger 

plants for them next Summer. 
Fun for all the family.

 

Harrison’s Gardenworld opened 
in Waikanae more than 40 years 
ago. Owner Lance Bills (left) 
grew up in Otaki, the son of 
market gardeners. He joined 
the family nursery back in 1993.

23 Peka Peka Road
Peka Peka
Waikanae

04 293 5437 
harrisons.co.nz

Plum pirates pillage Plum pirates pillage 
kids’ kids’ 
stallstall
p4p4

Rena keynote in Rena keynote in 
chocka festival  chocka festival  
programme programme 
p3p3

Exhibition Exhibition 
for creative for creative 
Brian Brian 
p8p8

KITEXCITE!
The kites got the huge crowds excited at the Ōtaki Kite Festival on the weekend 
of February 6-7. Thousands of locals and visitors flocked to the beach to see 
the kites on the picture-perfect weekend. Organisers say the number of people 
attending was more than they had ever seen in the nine years the festival has 
been running. That was confirmed by the traffic jams in Main Street, and 
ice cream stalls running out before closing. The beach was packed from the 
kite cordons to the surf, with many families taking advantage of the summer 
weather to take a swim. See also page 11; more photos page 23
Below: Ayla Beal, 8, of Plimmerton and Ōtaki’s Ella Rowe, 5, flying their kites. 

Photo Ian Carson
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LOCAL EVENTS
MAHARA GALLERY ARTIST’S FLOOR-TALK: Trevor 
Pye will speak in his current exhibition, The Still 
Life of Reverie, at Mahara on Sunday February 14, 
4-5:30pm. Free for Friends of Mahara; $10 for general 
public; door sales only. All welcome.
GOLD DUST WOMAN, the Stevie Nicks tribute 
band, kicks off their North Island tour with a gig at 
Southwards Car Museum, Paraparaumu, on Saturday, 
February 20. See page 15.
FOCUS ON PROPERTY First National Ōtaki is holding 
a meeting on Wednesday, February 24, called 
Total Focus on Property. Ashley Church, one of New 
Zealand’s leading property commentators, the face 
of Oneroof and a previous head of the NZ Property 
Investors Federation, will be guest speaker. The event 
is at the Rotary Lounge as an after work get-together, 
and will be of interest to first home buyers, investors 
– anyone with an interest in property. Registration is 
essential: Contact Grant Robertson on 021 660 113 or 
email admin@fnotaki.co.nz
STATIONHOUSE SOCIAL CLUB The duo of Dave 
Murphy and Janet Muggeridge are special guests at 
The Stationhouse Social Club, Ōtaki Golf Club, on 
Thursday, March 4, hosted by The Salty Hearts band. 
SEE PAGE 15.
HE RANGI MOKOPUNA CELEBRATING 
CHILDREN’S DAY Sunday, March 7, noon–7pm 
at Haruātai Park, Mill Rd, Ōtaki. A free fun day out 
organised by KCDC for the whole whānau. Enjoy 
the Ōtaki pools, waterslide and lots of sport and play 
activities for free. There’ll be chill-out areas for reading 
books with council librarians, and local musicians at 
the Zeal stage. Bring a picnic or select from a range of 
food to buy. Play activities finish at 4:30pm with a family 
movie showing on a big outdoor screen.
MĀORILAND FILM FESTIVAL Main St, Ōtaki. March 
24-28. maorilandfilm.co.nz
ŌTAKI STROKE SUPPORT GROUP meets first 
Thursday of each month, 10am, Presbyterian Church 
lounge, Mill Road, Ōtaki. Next meeting March 4.
ŌTAKI MUSEUM Main Street, Ōtaki. Current 
exhibition The Changing Face of Main St. Open 
Thursday-Saturday 10am-2pm, excluding public 
holidays. otakimuseum.co.nz
ŌTAKI YARD MARKET Every Saturday 8am-2pm, 
SH1 shops. Growers, crafters, bakers, makers and 
more. To book a stall: otakiyard.nz
ŌTAKI WOMEN’S COMMUNITY CLUB CRAFT 
MARKET SH1, opposite New World, open 9am-2pm 
every Sunday in summer. Contact Georgie 027 234 1090.
ŌTAKI GARAGE SALE Third Saturday of the month, 
9-11.30am, rain or shine, Presbyterian Church, 249 Mill 
Rd. 06 364-6449. Rev Peter Jackson 021 207 9455, 
owpresb@xtra.co.nz
SEASONAL SURPLUS STALL In front of Memorial 
Hall, Main St. Thursdays, buying from 10.30am, selling 
from 11am. Bring surplus fruit, veges and eggs. 
Contact 364-7762. 
TE HORO COUNTRY MARKET Te Horo Community Hall, 
School Road. First Sunday of the month: 10am-1pm. 
To list your community event, contact  
debbi@idmedia.co.nz or 06 364-6543.
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CARTOON OF THE MONTH                                                                                              By Jared Carson

Mahuta set to save NZ from Montezuma’s Revenge 
POLITICS

BRUCE KOHN

Minister of Local Government 
Nanaia Mahuta is poised to become 

the politician who saves New Zealand’s 
reputation as a first-world country having 
nationwide delivery of consistently clean 
drinking water and fit-for-purpose sewage 
disposal facilities.

This is because without her resistance to local 
government demands that it retains oversight of 
water and wastewater operations, there’s reason 
to believe the problems afflicting Wellington 
City’s sewerage system, and earlier the Havelock 
North water supply, would become widespread.

Travelling Kiwis know well the dangers of 
“Montezuma’s Revenge” in South America and 
“Delhi Belly” in Asia and elsewhere. To think 
of those problems becoming commonplace in 
New Zealand when contemplating a drink from 
the household tap is, to put it mildly, sobering.

Yet local governments around the country 
have jointly resisted for years the notion that 
they should give up their responsibilities to 
manage water and waste operations in their 
communities, despite a proven inability in many 
instances to find the funds to maintain and 
improve them up to first-world standards.

Mahuta, using a combination of financial 
incentives and political pressure, has at last 
reached a situation where legislation is scheduled 

to come before Parliament next 
year handing responsibility 
for management to dedicated 
companies in public ownership.

The reforms will be part of 
the “Three Waters” programme 
aimed at cleaning up the 
country’s rivers, lakes, rivers and 
other waterways. Hand-in-hand 
will come a new regime for water 
conservation management.

Wellington’s woes arise from 
a lack of consistent maintenance and renewal 
funding for its water and sewerage management 
system. The pipes are generally out of sight 
and often out of mind when local government 
politicians make decisions on yearly funding 
allocations. A postponement of spending is 
justified, they often argue, because of other areas 
requiring either funds or new “nice to have” 
projects with popular appeal.

Only rates increases of almost horrific 
proportions can restore aging water and sewage 
systems in many urban areas. Sums involved 
are in the hundreds of million of dollars. Most 
often funding required is well in excess of 
any reasonable effort to fund the restoration 
through ratepayer money.

Pressure for reform, however, comes from 

more than simply the cost of 
restoration. Auckland Council is 
a case in point. Because it wholly 
owns its own water company, and 
is responsible for it as a Council 
Owned Organisation (CCO), the 
balance sheet of the company is 
tied to that of the council.

Thus, if the water company 
wants to borrow money for 
needed work, any borrowings 
it takes out are set against the 

council’s total borrowing. But Auckland Council 
is deemed by credit rating agencies to be near 
the limit of what it can borrow. The result is that 
the water company, which has a balance sheet 
capable of taking on hundreds of millions more 
debt to meet perceived future needs, cannot 
access the funds for fear the council’s debt 
burden would exceed agency limits.

This policy of borrowing for such expenditure 
is considered a means of spreading the cost of 
providing community infrastructure across 
generations so that current and future citizens 
enjoying the benefits share the financial load for 
putting it in place.

In Auckland, unless a means can be found to 
divorce its CCO’s borrowings from the council 
balance sheet, new projects to cope with a 

population rising by tens of thousands a year, on 
current projections, will be delayed. Water users 
will be asked to pay more on a yearly basis to 
ensure urgent projects are proceeded with.

The city’s problem reflects the wisdom of 
Mahuta’s decision. Divorce these undertakings 
from local government control and allow them 
to borrow when justified without interference 
from political interests facing diverse pressures 
for funding allocations.

Mahuta “gets it”. She knows that without 
water and waste providers focused only on 
providing vital infrastructure, water quality 
standards and sewage disposal will be seriously 
compromised. And the ability of developers 
to get on with new housing projects will be 
impacted if needed infrastructure can’t be 
supplied for want of funding.

Local government resistance to change might 
well continue. But Mahuta’s record in getting 
now to a point where the Government promises 
the necessary change for legislation next year, 
suggests the country’s first-world status – at 
least in this area – looks safe.

n Bruce has been an economics and business editor, political and 
foreign correspondent in Washington, London and Hong Kong. 
He recently retired as CEO of the Building Industry Federation.
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BULSARA T/A TALL POPPY LICENSED UNDER REAA 2008

Brendon & Jayden are 
changing Real Estate in Otaki.

• 20+ years of trade experience combined
• 12+ years of sales experience combined
• Free expert advice on preparing your home ready for sale

Selling your property? Let’s talk.

Brendon Heenan
Sales Consultant
027 479 2772 
brendon.heenan@tallpoppy.co.nz

Jayden Matthews
Sales Consultant 
021 053 7533
jayden.matthews@tallpoppy.co.nz

Fifty events, 120 films in festival
A stellar lineup of speakers, fantastic international 
films and the opening of the first film-maker residence 
in New Zealand are just part of the programme for the 
eighth Māoriland Film Festival.

Now the largest indigenous film festival in the Southern 
Hemisphere, Māoriland will run at various venues in 
Ōtaki from March 24-28. There will be 120 films and 50 
events from 80 indigenous nations throughout the five-day 
event.

The theme for this year’s festival is  Auahatanga Mō Te 
Ngākaupai – Creative Positivity

Festival director Libby Hakaraia says the Covid-19 
pandemic disrupted the 2020 event, but people turned to 
storytelling and creativity to make sense of an uncertain 
world. 

“During lockdown, technology gave us the tools to stay 
together and to continue creating and innovating,” she 
says. “So in 2021, we will celebrate films created during 
extraordinary circumstances – the stories we told during 
lockdown across Aotearoa and the rest of the world.” 

Day one of the 2021 festival includes the official 
opening of the film-maker residence in the Māoriland Hub 
on Main Street in Ōtaki. 

That evening acclaimed actor Rena Owen will present 
the keynote speech at the famed Rangiātea Church. Her 
multitude of awards includes best actress at the New 
Zealand, Montreal, Oporto, Seattle, and San Diego film 
festivals for her role in Once Were Warriors. 

The 2021 Māoriland Film Festival will begin on opening 
night with the worldwide festival premiere of Cousins, the 
film adaptation of the Patricia Grace novel of the same 
name. Directed by Ainsley Gardiner and Briar Grace-
Smith, the story of three cousins separated by time, and 
their long journey to find each other. 

Briar co-stars alongside Tanea Heke (Waru) and Rachel 
House (Hunt for the Wilderpeople) to tell a story of whānau 

and connection. Ainsley and Briar will be attending the 
screening and hosting a Q&A.

World-renowned Métis Cree Canadian documentarian 
Loretta Todd’s debut feature film Monkey Beach will also 
be premiered in Aotearoa at the festival. Based on Eden 
Robinson’s award-winning novel of the same name, the 
2020 film is a story about a young indigenous woman 
returning to her hometown to discover how dysfunctional 
her family has become. 

The film swept up awards at the Red Nation Film 
Festival in December, winning best picture, lead actress 
and actor, and best director.

Other films at Māoriland include Indigenous Nigeria’s 
first animated film, Lady Buckit and the Motley Mopsters, 
and Love and Fury, a striking documentary from Native 
American director Sterlin Harjo profiling a series of 
indigenous artists in various disciplines.

The latest feature film by award-winning Mohawk 
(Canada) director Zoe Hopkins, Run Woman Run, will be 
screened on closing night. 

As an avid native storyteller, Zoe was selected to join 
The Embargo Collective, a group of indigenous film-
makers from around the world who collaborate and 
challenge each other to create new, unusual films.

MFF2021 will also present a programme of films 
created during the pandemic. These are indigenous 
reflections on an unprecedented year, featuring films from 
Norway, Malaysia, Hawaii, Finland, Australia, Brazil and 
Aotearoa. 

Short film collections from around the world will screen 
throughout the festival.

 Alongside film screenings, the festival will host an 
exhibition to showcase the work of rangatahi at the 
Māoriland Tech Creative Hub during the year. 
n The Māoriland Film Festival runs from March 24 to 28 at several venues in 

Ōtaki, including the newly renovated Māoriland Hub. Tickets at iTicket. 
KEYNOTE: Acclaimed New Zealand actor Rena Owen will present the Māoriland 
Film Festival keynote speech at Rangiātea Church.  Photo supplied



PITOPITO KŌRERO/News  I  Ōtaki Today, Pēpuere February 2021 whika page 4

OPEN Wednesday – Sunday
Please visit our website, 
facebook and instagram 

for more information.

SH 1 MANAKAU 
06 362 6348 

quarteracrecafe.co.nz

NOW OPEN 
Friday and Saturday 

nights

OPEN

8 HOURS PROTECTION
DEET FREE!!

We use a touch of science to enhance nature's bounty, 
creating products good for both you and the planet. 
Come and visit our factory to see our range of beauty and 
health products, made right here in Otaki.

Get sorted for summer with 

    INSECT REPELLENT
The only natural repellent approved 
for complete protection against the 
zika virus.

34 Riverbank Road, O- taki  •  06 364 6690
fb.com/hebebotanicals       www.hebebotanicals.co.nz

.

“It’s gardening and 
BBQ time again, and 
they’re biting already.”

OPEN 7 DAYS
FREE local delivery

06 364 8389
Titoki Street, Ōtaki 5512

www.hammerhardware.co.nz

SH1 MANAKAU, OPEN 7 DAYS, 06 362 6029
www.manakaumarket.nz

TAKEAWAY PIZZAS
THURDAY 

FRIDAY 
SATURDAY 

NIGHTS

REAL 
FRUIT 
ICECREAM 
7 DAYS

Mean plum pirates pillage kids’ cash
By Ian Carson

The plums tasted great, but the 
experience went sour for two young 
entrepreneurs after their fruit stall 
was raided by thieves.

Ben and Millie Cranson, aged 8 and 
5 respectively, have for three years 
been selling plums on the highway 
a couple of doors along from their 
Waitohu Valley Road property. Until 
this year, they’ve had no problems.

Then in mid-January, with their 
stall unattended, a neighbour noticed 
a car pull up. Two children jumped 
out, raided the stall’s honesty box and 
got back in the car that drove away. 
The neighbour recognised them as 
local people.

Ben and Millie’s mum, Ness 
Cranson, says she was horrified when 
she heard about it.

“They took about $25,” she says. 
“I can’t believe that someone would 
be driving around and having kids 
pinching money like this.

“What is that teaching these 
people’s kids – that stealing is OK? 
It’s the exact opposite of what we’re 
teaching our kids about earning your 
money and honesty.”

The first theft occurred mid-
afternoon on a Sunday, but by 
Thursday the family decided to 
reopen the stall. However, that 
evening, a local with a dash-cam 

recorded someone else stopping and 
stealing more money. Plums have also 
been taken.

After that, people who wanted 
plums could pick them up from the 
family’s letterbox.

Ness says the thefts – the first in 

three years – were upsetting because 
her children had worked hard to run 
the stall.

“The stall is a bit of a tradition for 
us,” she says. “The kids absolutely love 
it and we find it a lot of fun as a family.

“They get to learn some life skills 

– picking the plums off our tree and 
packing them, counting the money, 
opening a bank account and so on.”

They know that money doesn’t 
come for free and needs to be spent 
wisely. 

This year, they’ve spent some on a 

family day out. Demonstrating that 
money can’t always go on treats but 
should also be for “the serious stuff ”, 
some this year has gone towards their 
stationery at Waitohu School.

Ness reluctantly posted on social 
media about the thefts and was 
pleasantly surprised at the messages 
of support she received.

Some people offered to replace 
the stolen money, others promised 
to stop by and buy plums, and a local 
cafe offered to sell the plums on the 
kids’ behalf.

“It made me realise how special the 
community of Ōtaki is.”

Ness and husband Greg have 
talked to their children about what 
happened, and while the children 
struggle to understand why someone 
would steal from them, they’ve taken 
it as a learning experience.

Not to be deterred, the family will 
do it all again next year.

“The kids love it so much and it’s 
something we do every year. We’ll 
make a more secure money box, but 
it’s a shame we have to do that.”

Although Ness says she didn’t 
report the thefts because of the small 
amounts involved, local police say 
they will investigate any incident 
like this, especially where there 
is evidence that might identify 
offenders.

PLUM SPOT: Ben and Millie Cranson at their plum stall on the corner of Waitohu Valley Road and the main highway. Despite 
theft of their cash and some plums, they’ll be back next summer. Photo supplied
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$30 plus p+p
ADULTS sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL, 3XL, 5XL

white or black Ts
Children’s  sizes:
2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12

Order your ŌtakiT now!
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MARINE PARADE MĀNUKA STREET TOI STREET
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COUNTY ROAD RAHUI ROAD
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ŌTAKI GORGE ROAD
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WAIHŌANGA ROAD PARENGA ROAD WAIMANU ROAD
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THE HEARING SPECIALISTS TEL: 04 298 9868
186 MILL ROAD, OTAKI 5512 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
EMAIL: info@thehearingspecialists.co.nz
WEB: www.thehearingspecialists.co.nz

QUALITY, AFFORDABILITY, TRANSPARENCY, SIMPLICITY.

FREE HEARING HEALTH CHECK VOUCHER

FREE HEARING AID SERVICE VOUCHER
(ALL MAKES AND MODELS)

This offer is valid until 30/04/21

CALL NOW  04 298 9868
TO BOOK YOUR FREE HEARING AID SERVICE

CALL NOW  04 298 9868
TO BOOK YOUR FREE HEARING HEALTH CHECK

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

This offer is valid until 30/04/21BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

HEARING NEEDS ASSESSMENT

EAR CANAL WAX CHECK

HEARING EVALUATION

EXPLANATION OF RESULTS

HEARING AIDS TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS
LOW COST BATTERIES & ACCESSORIES
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
GOLD CARD ALLOWANCE
6 WEEK TRIAL PERIOD
INDEPENDENT ADVICE
HEARING AID REPAIRS
QUALIFIED CLINICIANS
CLINIC & HOME VISITS

Mr Scott Panter
Clinical Director

CLARITY CHECK

MICROPHONE CLEAN

RECEIVER CLEAN

BATTERY COMPARTMENT CHECK

HEARING AID CONTROL CHECK

BOOM!
Property 
prices surge 
to median 
of $540,000
Figures from homes.co.nz show the 
estimated median house price in 
Ōtaki has risen nearly $100,000 in the 
past year. 

Just in the past month, the median 
price is up $20,000 to now be $540,000.  
In January last year, the median house 
price was $445,000. 

The figures confirm Ōtaki as a 
property “hot spot” for people returning 
from overseas, and those seeking “more 
affordable” housing outside the cities.

For regional comparison, the median 
estimate for homes in Paraparaumu is 
$736,00 and in Levin $472,000. 

Ōtaki’s prices are nearing those in 
Palmerston North, where the median is 
$557,000. Wellington is closing on the  
$1 million mark at $937,000. 

House price rises have surged from 8.5 
percent in the three months to the end of 
December, to 10.9 percent in the three 
months to January. 

Prices have gone up 14.9 percent 
in the previous six months, and 22.3 
percent over 12 months.

A landmark Ōtaki house in Rangiuru Road 
was jacked up onto two trucks on January 
27, and relocated only a few hundred metres 
further down the road.

The early 20th century house with many 
original features was originally owned by the 
well-known D’Ath family, who had several Ōtaki 

properties, most notably their own home in 
Waerenga Road near the Domain.

In the latter part of the century, the Wong 
family owned the house and as market 
gardeners, worked the surrounding land.

The Rangiuru Road property is to be 
developed into a new subdivision. 

The large house was transported slowly in 
two  sections towards the beach, with careful 
negotiation of speed humps, overhead power 
lines and cars parked by curious onlookers.

The house has gone to a property further west 
on Rangiuru Road, where renovation work has 
already begun.

ON THE MOVE: A removal truck transports the largest section of the house down Rangiuru Road.  Photo Ian Carson

New home for old D’Ath house



kapiticoast.govt.nz

Rangatahi support 
programme gets  
green light
We’re thrilled to announce that a two-year pilot programme with a strong 
focus on Ōtaki rangatahi aged between 15–24 has received $995,000 from 
the Provincial Development Unit – He Poutama Rangatahi Fund. 

The Te Hunga Rangatahi pilot programme has received the funding to provide wellbeing 
support and skills training to youth who are most at risk of long-term unemployment, 
including those transitioning from school that need extra support.

The pilot programme will be based in Ōtaki and launched this year, led by  
Council in partnership with Work Ready Kāpiti, Te Puna Oranga o Ōtaki and  
Ministry of Social Development.

  Read more at https://www.kapiticoast.govt.nz/whats-on/news/2021/ 
skills-and-wellbeing-pilot-programme-gets-pgf-funding-to-help-youth

Toxic algae 
If you walk your furry friend near our 
district’s waterways, keep an eye out for  
toxic algae as summer heats up. 

Toxic algae looks like brown or black  
mats that grow on rocks in the river bed.  
The mats can dry out and turn a light brown 
or white colour and may also produce  
a strong musty odour. 

Dogs are at the greatest risk because they 
love the smell and will eat it if given the 
chance. Even a small amount can be lethal.

The algae is quickly dispersed by salt water, 
so it’s safer to walk your dog at the beach 
instead of at rivers during the summer. 

 www.kapiticoast.govt.nz/safe-to-swim

Long-term Plan  
2021–41     
The Long-term Plan lays out the mahi we 
intend to do over the next 20 years and 
how we plan to pay for it. It’s an interesting 
time to be planning ahead – not only are we 
dealing with the impacts of COVID-19, we 
have challenges like responding to climate 
change and the impact of growth on our 
infrastructure. 

We’ll be formally consulting on the draft  
plan between April 7 – May 10. 

  To stay informed, subscribe  
to Everything Kāpiti at  
kapiticoast.govt.nz/everythingkapiti 

Tackling wood waste  
Domestic wood recycling options are now 
available at the Ōtaki refuse transfer station, 
thanks to an awesome community initiative. 

Zero Waste Ōtaki are keen to reduce the wood 
waste going into landfill and with Council’s 
support, have set up a wood recycling site  
at 1 Riverbank Road, Ōtaki.

It’s free for you to drop-off wood suitable  
for house or garden projects, up-cycling  
or firewood for others to then purchase. 

Ōtaki Update
February 2021
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   10 Rimu Street, Otaki 5512 
   New Zealand 

   Ph +64 (06)3648634 
   Email: contact@concretedoctor.co.nz 

                  Website:  www.concretedoctor.co.nz 

specialist roofing · safety surfaces · epoxy works · joint repairs and sealant       
pressure grouting · floor toppings & preparation · remedial concrete         

waterstopping · tanking · FRP application   

www.wakefieldslaw.com

208 Main Highway, Otaki 
04 970 3600

Offices in Otaki, Paraparaumu, Foxton and Wellington

• Employment Law 
• Corporate & Commercial Law
• Property Law  
• Trusts & Succession 
• Family Law  

• Immigration Law 
• Elder Law 
• Insolvency & Debt 
   Recovery
• Estates

Ōtaki’s new magazine that 
tells the stories of our town’s 
past like never before.

Email: otakiyesterday@idmedia.co.nz or phone: 06 364-6543 Text: 027 285-4720 
or from Ōtaki Yard, RiverStone Cafe or Māoriland Hub

Who is the Ōtaki dude with 
the flash glasses and haircut 

looking after Tina Turner 
during filming of Mad Max 

Beyond Thunderdome? 
Find out in Ōtaki Yesterday.

$25
+ $6 p&p

ŌTAKI YESTERDAY

GET YOUR 
COPY NOW

NELSON STAY PUT
22nd Mar 2021 7 DAYS

COROMANDEL CAPER
11th Apr 2021 8 DAYS

SOUTH ISLAND TOP TO TOE
18th Apr 2021 16 DAYS

TOP OF THE SOUTH
9th May 2021 12 DAYS

EAST CAPE
10th May 2021 9 DAYS

TARANAKI DISCOVERER
24th May 2021 6 DAYS

WEST COAST EXPLORER
7th June 2021 11 DAYS

Maclean St . Paraparaumu Beach . Kapiti

For full details or 
information on our 
2021 tour schedule 

please contact us on 

04 297 1392 
0800 470 005  

www.yourtravel.co.nz

HOSTED SMALL GROUP TOURS

WITH FAREWELL SPIT

INCLUDING 
STEWART ISLAND

BAY OF ISLAND WINTER ESCAPE
1st Aug 2021 10 DAYS

RURAL RAMBLER 
21st  Sept 2021 7 DAYS

MOLESWORTH / ABEL TASMAN
3rd Nov 2021 10 DAYS

OTAGO & CATLINS
7th Nov 2021 7 DAYS

DEPARTING FROM 
KAPITI & HOROWHENUA

WITH FAREWELL SPIT

WITH STEWART 
ISLAND EXTENSION

Stoush erupts over Ashford Park track
By Ian Carson
A stoush over a track between Te Roto Road 
near the race course and Chrystall’s Bend 
has erupted after a community liaison group 
received angry emails and phone calls from 
users.

Walkers and cyclists saw red after their four-
year-old track was allocated by land-owner 
Winstone Aggregates to horse riders, with a 
new, less suited track provided for them. Several 
voiced their concerns at an Ōtaki Community 
Board meeting on February 2.

However, Ōtaki Today understands a solution 
might be close – a proposal by the Ashford Park 
Community Liaison Group to switch the track 
use, giving the pedestrians their track back and 
putting horses on the new track. That solution is 
supported by regular users. 

Liaison group chair Di Buchan, who has 
been receiving angry emails on the matter since 
Christmas, would not reveal what the proposed 
solution was until an agreement had been 
reached between Kāpiti Coast District Council 
and Winstone. She expected this fairly quickly. 

Equestrians have lobbied for equal access 
to the track since it opened. The equestrian 
representative to the council’s Cycleway, 
Walkway, Bridleway Advisory Group, Ruth 
Halliday, says she had been told by council staff at 
the time that it would also be available for horses.

“When we found ourselves locked out, we 
began the process of getting access,” she says. 

However it’s understood that part of 
Winstone’s consent to use the land for 
quarrying was that a track be provided only for 
cyclists and walkers.

Kapiti Equestrian Advocacy Group chair 
Shelly Warwick, who is also a member of the 
Ashford Park liaison group, says horse riders 
happily share many tracks around the district 
with walkers and cyclists, some tracks more 
narrow than the original Ashford Park track. 

“We do not understand why we cannot share 
here,” she says. “The decision to build another 
track was one made by Winstones who are the 
private land owner. Our ultimate goal is equal 
access. The decision of how we use these tracks 
is one for Winstones.”

The liaison group agreed at its meeting in 
November to amend the track to provide for horse 
access. The implications of a late decision to switch 
the walking/cycling track to  the new, more narrow 
corridor was not appreciated at the time. However 
that changed with the flood of objections. 

The problem, say the regular walkers and 
cyclists, is that their new track is not fit for 
purpose. The wider track is ideal for them, 
they say. It’s shaded, wide enough for cyclists, 
walkers and people with dogs to pass each other 
safely, has an even and well grassed surface, and 
is traversed daily by multiple users.

Their new walking track, grafted from an 
adjoining paddock, is narrow, uneven, lacking 
shade, and with no landscaping it has little 
aesthetic appeal. 

Cyclists say they can’t ride on it.
While Winstone has maintained the track, 

users and nearby residents have also looked after 
it themselves. 

For several months, Rāhui Road resident 
Richard Wyn even took a lawn mower to the 
track to keep the surface tidy, and others took 

pruners with them on their walk so they could 
clear branches and scrub.

Angela Ford uses the track regularly as a 
walker and cyclist. She’s angry that horse riders 
seem to have been favoured above other users.

“It was we, the users, who looked after the 
original track and made it attractive. There was 
no consultation with us [about the change].” 

She says she supports access for the equine 
group, but not to the detriment of others.

“In fact, we believed the new track was to be 
used by horse riders, allowing everyone else to 
keep using the track we’ve always used. That 
would have been fine. But then we found that 
without consultation we were all pushed on to 
the inferior track for the sake of a few horses.”

She says she supports a solution that would 
allocate the new track for horses.

LEFT: The track that’s 
caused a ruckus at the 
former Ashford Park. 
Walkers and cyclists 
say the new track on 
the left is not suitable 
for them. They want the 
track on the right back, 
after it was allocated 
for horses.



PITOPITO KŌRERO/News  I  Ōtaki Today, Pēpuere February 2021 whika page 8

•  Boil-up on Thurs and Fri  •  Salads •  Cinnamon donuts 
•  Paninis, sandwiches, toasted wraps/sandwiches • Fresh salads
•  Gourmet savouries  •  Meal of the day  •  Smoothies, milkshakes
•  Emporio coffee  •  Variety of vegetarian and keto options  
•  REAL FRUIT ICE CREAMS

•  freshly baked pies daily  • filled rolls, sandwiches 
•  cream doughnuts  •  great variety of cakes  •  bread and
   pizza bread

OZ’S BAKERY
06 364 5468

fairtrade organic 
coffee

06 364 5472

200 State Highway 1, Ōtaki

Come in and be enticed by our 
exquisite range of homewares 
and accessories – treat yourself 
or that special someone to 
treasures for heart and home. 
We are a store for everyone.

cnr Arthur St and SH1, Ōtaki
06 364 0433 
open 7 days 10am-4.30pm

Peter Heald
Residential & 
commercial  
real estate

M 0275 365 616 
E peter@dwre.co.nz

Getting you more. 
That’s our job. 

YOUR LOCAL BRANDING 
SUPPLIER

Kirsten Housiaux P: 06-364-8183
Sales Account Manager M 027-466-3317
Marlan Trading Co Ltd E: sales@marlantrading.co.nz
Nov 2020
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From branded coffee cups and everything in between. Not to mention the branded 
apparel, whether it is corporate uniform, team wear, school uniform or safety gear 

Marlan Trading has the expertise, knowledge and supplier base to provide you with the 
best possible outcome to make you and your organisation stand out in the crowd.

So Give Us A Call Today!
176 Main Highway, Ōtaki • 364 8183 

Kirsten Housiaux • 027 466 3317 
sales@marlantrading.co.nz • marlantrading.co.nz

MARLAN 
TRADING 
CO LTD

YOUR LOCAL 
BRANDING SUPPLIER 

GIVE US A CALL TODAY!
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Ōtaki Yard brings together a community of 
passionate growers, crafters, bakers, and makers 

in a fun environment.
Markets every Saturday 8am-2pm

Food truck nights first Friday of the month 4-9pm

KEEP UP TO DATE AT:
otakiyard.nz • Facebook @otakiyard

Ōtaki Yard brings together a community of
passionate growers, crafters, bakers and
makers in a fun environment. 

Markets - Every Saturday 8am – 2pm. 
Food Truck Nights - First Friday of the

month 4pm - 9pm. 
Plus more frequent Food Truck Nights

coming soon. 
For all event details visit otakiyard.nz or follow
us on Facebook @otakiyard to stay up to date.

Ōtaki Yard, 219 Main Highway, Ōtaki

219 
Main 

Highway
Ōtaki

Creative Brian gears up for first exhibition
Artist Brian Harvey is about to host the first exhibition 
of his artwork in the Old Courthouse Gallery at Ōtaki’s 
main highway shopping area.

Brian is only 17, but has already developed a distinctive 
style that’s often vibrantly colourful, but at other times 
starkly silhouette using charcoal. 

The exhibition runs for three weeks from Saturday, 
March 6, in the exhibition room of the gallery. It’s the first 
time the Ōtaki College student has exhibited his work, but 
it doesn’t seem to have fazed him in the least.

Sorting through his collection of works, the biggest 
challenge appeared to be what to exhibit, and what price to 
charge.

Brian lives with his foster parents of 15 years at Manakau. 
They have been instrumental in encouraging his artwork, 
right from the time he took up a paintbrush as a pupil at 
Waitohu School. They’ve also helped supply materials and 
frames so his work is saleable.

Although he clearly has an innate talent, Brian also 
takes private art lessons, receiving encouragement and 
mentoring.

As a young and aspiring artist, the road to fame and 
fortune won’t be easy for Brian, but he realises he’s at the 
start of the journey and realistic enough to appreciate that 
– at least for now – it won’t provide a regular income on 
which to live. He thinks that perhaps being creative as a 
chef might be something to pursue, while still allowing him 
to work on his art..

He would love his own studio, but still creates some great 
art in his bedroom at home.

Brian donated three of his paintings last year to a college 
fundraiser for the new Wellington children’s hospital. 
Another painting was bought by a well-know Ōtaki potter 
and now sits on a wall in the college library.

n Brian Harvey exhibition, Old Courthouse Gallery, Main Highway,  
March 6-28. ARTIST: Brian Harvey with some of his artwork at the Old Courthouse Gallery on the main highway. 



PITOPITO KŌRERO/News  I  Ōtaki Today, Pēpuere February 2021 whika page 9

• Otaki to Waikanae $35 
• Otaki to Paraparaumu $50
• $10 + $5 per passenger between beach and plateau
• Further afield trips negotiable
• Airports and bus connections

Book online at: 
otakishuttle.co.nz

Please confirm 
by phone 
for weekend web bookings. 

Evening jobs need to be booked.

Otaki
SHUTTLE SERVICE

06 364-6001 • 027 439 0131
SEVEN DAY A WEEK SERVICE UNTIL MIDNIGHT

EFTPOS 
available in vehicle

GRANT ROBERTSON 
AREINZ
grant@fnotaki.co.nz 
021 660 113

DEREK KELLY 
Licensed Agent
derek@fnotaki.co.nz 
021 0832 6460

Ōtaki First National, the real 
estate specialist for Ōtaki, 
Te Horo, Levin, and Manakau. 
Lifestyle or residential, whether 
you are buying, selling or 
needing expert advice. Enjoy 
the Kāpiti Coast lifestyle – the 
Tararuas, rivers, beaches, Kāpiti 
Island, shopping, cafés and a 
great climate!

238 Main Highway, Ōtaki 
For all enquiries, call 06 364 8350 or email admin@fnotaki.co.nz

GBR REALTY LTD MREINZ licensed agent REAA (2008)

TRAVIS ROBERTSON
travis@fnotaki.co.nz
022 152 6629

facebook.com/redscafeotaki/

5 Arthur Street, Ōtaki  • 06 364 0090
OPEN 7 DAYS 9am-4pm (kitchen closes 3pm)

NEW SUMMER MENU!

open daily 6.30am-4pm

STATE HIGHWAY 1 
next to Kathmandu

LOCALS SUPPORTING LOCALS

Join us for delicious homemade meals
or coffee and cake in our lovely 

garden or warm café. 
We look forward to serving you.  

10% discount 
Mon to Fri

06 364 6742

FOR YOUR HAIR AND BEAUTY NEEDS   
Pamper yourself and feel great with

Dunstan Street • Ōtaki  • 06 364 5543

JAZZ HAIR & CO OPEN  Tues - Sat:  9am-6pm 
LATE NIGHT Thur 10am-7.30pm

* A new look
* Colouring highlights
* Perm
* Conditioning treatment
* Hair care advice
* Razor cut   

* Facials
* Waxing 
* Gel  Shellac nails
* Indian scalp massage
* Eyebrow & eyelash 
   tinting/shaping
* Manicures and pedicures

QUALITY PRODUCTS USED 
     De Lorenzo Hair Care and styling products
     Dermalogica Skincare range
STOCKISTS

Rare local snails feature on bridge
Observant motorists might have noticed 
some interesting designs on the panels 
affixed to the new Te Horo Beach Road 
bridge.

 The bridge, part of the expressway build, is 
crawling with snails – five of them, to be precise.  
The snail-themed artwork on the decorative 
panels is a nod to not just any snail. These are 
the rare Ōtaki snail, powelliphanta traversi 
otakia, found only in the Ōtaki-Te Horo area.

In the mid-1900s, a Wellington-born 
malacologist (studier of molluscs), Arthur 
Baden Powell, participated in dredging 
expeditions on the British research ship 
Discovery II.  He explored coastal New Zealand 
and catalogued many previously undocumented 
species, including the powelliphanta subspecies 
of snails, which was later named after him.

A couple of characteristics make the Ōtaki 
snail particularly interesting. For starters, it’s a 
hermaphrodite, which means it doesn’t need a 
dating website or a breeding programme – it can 
self-reproduce.  

It is also quite different to most other snails 
in that it’s a carnivore, known for feeding on 
earthworms and slurping them up like strands of 
spaghetti.  Powelliphanta traversi otakia is also 
known for its longevity, with a lifespan of at least 
20 years.

Sporting an olive-brown to old-gold coloured 
shell with distinctive wavy or discontinued dark 
brown stripes, powelliphanta traversi otakia has 
a maximum length of 50mm and maximum 
height of 26mm.

Most people probably don’t know a special 
snail such as this lives in the area. 

But sadly, it’s classified as critically 
endangered – the most endangered of the 
powelliphanta subspecies.

 It wasn’t always that way. In the pre-European 
era, powelliphanta traversi otakia was common 
in the area. However, its original forest home 
was lost as the area was settled, and introduced 
predators such as rats, possums, pigs and thrush, 
nearly saw it completely wiped out. 

If you’re lucky enough to see one, you can feel 
privileged.

Today, with an adult population of less than 
1000, the snail is closely monitored by the 
Department of Conservation, which is working 
with the few private, protected properties where 
the Ōtaki snail can still call home.

These beautiful taonga desperately need all 
the protection they can get. 

Collecting live powelliphanta snails is illegal 
under the Wildlife Act 1953 and collectors 
can’t even hold or store empty shells without a 
permit.

So next time you’re heading north towards 
the Te Horo Beach Road bridge, keep an eye 
out for the decorative panels celebrating these 
precious, endangered residents. 
n Source: Waka Kotahi NZTA Express Connect

DESIGNS: Snail designs on the Te Horo Beach Road bridge, and (inset) the Ōtaki snail, powelliphanta traversi otakia

FITNESS FOR THE OVER 50s
A well functioning heart is key to good health as you grow 

older. Regular exercise can make a huge difference if you 
find yourself slowing down, with stiffer joints and diminished 

muscle strength. If you want to get yourself back in shape, or 
just feel better – at your pace – give me a call. You’ll get expert 

help so you do the right things on your good health journey.

Daniel Duxfield
Qualified Fitness Trainer
18 Te Harawira St
Ōtaki
022 1099 442

Look for duxfitfunctionalfitness on facebook.com
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GURU’S VIEW: K GURUNATHAN

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
If you have something to say, write to us. Please include your full name, address and contact phone number. Only letters that include these details will be published, unless there is good reason to withhold a name. Maximum 200 
words. Note your letter may be edited for grammar and accuracy. Not all letters received will be published and the publisher reserves the right to reject any letter. Write to Ōtaki Today, 13 Te Manuao Rd, Ōtaki or email  
letters@idmedia.co.nz
OPINION: Note that the views and opinions of our contributors are not necessarily those of Ōtaki Today.

Something satisfying in standing with a hose, watering a parched garden

ŌTAKI OUTLOOK: CHRIS PAPPS

Community board meeting kicks off another year
Last week we had our first Ōtaki Community 
Board meeting for 2021.

As usual, it included public speaking and 
consideration of applications for funding. As well, 
we reviewed our standing orders, introducing more 
flexibility to our general procedures for speaking 
and moving motions, and we retained the casting 
vote for the chair in cases where votes are tied.

We decided who will attend the 2021 
Community Board conference in Gore. Board 
members talked about their activities on behalf 
of the board and the community since our last 
meeting. 

All pretty standard, if not “boring”, activities 
for the first meeting of any year, but I suspect far 
from boring for those who wanted to have their 
say during public speaking and for those making 
applications for funds from the community board.

Public speaking time provides the opportunity 

for anyone from Ōtaki, and sometimes from other 
parts of the district, to have their say on matters of 
concern to them and, hopefully, the community.  
This time is also used by groups and organisations 
to provide information to the board and for 
report-backs from people who have received 
funds and need to let us know how well those 
funds were spent.

Public speaking is something we encourage.  
Issues get an airing.  Points of view are shared.  
The board might be able to assist.

At this meeting an issue was raised about 
changes to a walking, cycling and horse riding 
track from Te Roto Road to the quarry stop-bank 
[see page 7]. No one seems that happy with the 
outcomes. Hopefully the board and its officers 
might find some compromises.  

My favourite part of any of our meetings is 
applications for funding. Unlike some of the 
other community boards, Ōtaki insists anyone 
applying must attend to represent themselves or 
their group. I believe it’s good for young applicants 
to have the experience of standing before the 
board and an audience. Often we’re surprised and 
delighted by their eloquence and enthusiasm.

Our next meeting will be the third Tuesday in 
March. We would be pleased to see you if you 
have something you need, or want, to say in public 
speaking.
n Chris is chair of the Ōtaki Community Board

Alcohol policy, beach bylaw – and sciatica
Well 2021 hasn’t got off to a great start for me 
unfortunately. While doing some work in my 
back yard I somehow pinched my sciatic nerve, 
or so the results from my MRI say. 

To say it’s painful is an understatement, and I 
now sympathise with anyone who’s had it because 
it’s pain on a whole nother level! 

So my apologies if you’ve sent me an email or 
left me a message and I haven’t replied in a timely 
manner. I’m just getting back on top of things now. 

Towards the end of last year you might have 
read or heard about the application for a liquor 
shop in Arthur Street up the Railway. The licence 
application was granted and appealed against. 
That appeal was unsuccessful. However the notice 
of motion I put to the Ōtaki Community Board 
to progress a local alcohol policy (LAP) was 
supported both at the community board meeting 
and the subsequent council meeting. In the next 

few weeks a paper will be presented to council to 
hopefully progress the LAP at the conclusion of 
the Beach Bylaw review. So that’s a positive step 
towards enabling the community to have more of 
a say on the topic. 

Which brings me to the Beach Bylaw, which 
is nearing the end of its process. We’ve received 
a good number of submissions and a broad 
range of feedback. It’s no surprise that we’ve had 
repeated submissions concerned about vehicles – 
particularly motorbikes – on the beach. Over the 

past few weeks you might have seen a stronger 
police presence due to KCDC staff working with 
the police on a summer campaign to make our 
beaches safer. I’m also working on the possibility 
of council leasing some disused land somewhere 
semi-remote, so if anyone knows someone with a 
decent sized bit of land that’s not very usable for 
farming etc then please tell them to contact me. 

Lastly, over the couple of weeks we’ve been 
working through our Long Term Plan to establish 
priorities for the next 20 years. That will include 
major infrastructure projects, social investment 
funding, what role council plays in housing and a 
myriad of other stuff, including the dreaded rates 
increases. This work will inform our consultation 
document, which will help inform you and 
encourage you to make a submission on what 
matters the most to you.  
n James is Ōtaki Ward Councillor

LOCAL LENS: JAMES COOTES

On the Friday ahead of Waitangi 
Day I sit on my deck in the sunshine. 
Once I finish this piece I need to 
help Claire water the garden. 

The rumour of a coming summer 
has been confirmed and the ground is 
turning a sun-beaten brown. There’s 
something deeply fulfilling when you 
stand in the sun with the hose, watering 
a parched garden. There’s a nurturing 
spiritual relationship between your soul 
and the spirit of the land. 

The weekend is looking good for the 
kite festival. As a teen in Malaysia we 
used to make and fly fighting kites. I 
still recall the relationship between the 
kite and the wind – never knowing if 
it was the wind that had captured the 
kite or the kite had captured the wind. 
But certain that if you did not master 
your mediating role the powdered 

glass kite string could cut your fingers. 
The Ōtaki Kite Festival, like the 

Kāpiti Arts Festival, is a signature 
event for the district. On behalf of our 
communities I thank the organisers 
and the team of volunteers who help 
this fun event and the contribution 
to the economic development of the 
township. The event received $20,000 
in funding from our district ratepayers.

Talking of economic development, 
the upgrading of the Māoriland Hub 
and the Civic Theatre refurbishment is 

chugging along. 
The Hub, with the backing of 

council, secured $900,000 through 
the Government’s Provincial Growth 
Fund (PGF). The upgrade has created 
11 full-time jobs, and employment for 
a further 20 part and full-time people 
via Māoriland’s programme delivery 
enabled by the upgrade. 

The vision of this, driven by Libby 
Hakaraia, is breathtaking. This is 
little old Ōtaki making global waves. 
Māoriland Hub’s story-telling is a 
political statement for the international 
world view of indigenous peoples 
at a time when the unsustainable 
consumption-driven world view of the 
neo liberals is crumbling. 

The Civic Theatre, again with 
council backing, secured $500,000 
for its upgrade. Council topped that 

PGF funding with $351,000 giving a 
total spend of $851,000. It’s creating 
up to 70 jobs and offering local 
opportunities for job up-skilling and 
the introduction of new thinking 
around environmental values of 
recycling to reduce construction waste 
to landfills.

The other big winner for Ōtaki has 
been the $995,000 PGF funding for a 
two-year pilot providing pastoral care 
and skills training to youth at risk of 
long-term unemployment. It includes 
those transitioning from school and 
targets those aged between 15 and 
24. Council’s economic development 
team secured this with council’s 
delivery partners Work Ready 
Kāpiti and Te Puna Oranga o Ōtaki, 
supported by MSD and Electra. The 
programme includes opportunities to 

complete their learners and restricted 
drivers licence – important given the 
lack of good public transport. 

Growing skills and capability is 
a key foundation of our Economic 
Development Strategy and I’m 
particularly grateful to our council 
team who have worked hard for this 
success. 

By the time you read this I will have 
seen the kites at Ōtaki Beach, stopped 
at the Summer Music in the Park on 
Saturday evening to enjoy the local 
talent, and on Sunday check out the 
concert at Lavender Creek Farm. And 
of course enjoy the online Waitangi 
Day service at Rangiātea Church. And 
don’t forget, wherever you go, use the 
Covid-19 app to keep track.

n Guru is the Kāpiti Coast mayor and an 
Ōtaki resident

PLAIN SPEAKING:  
IAN CARSON

Helping to be 
creative
I love it when someone’s prepared 
to cough up for good community 
projects, and none more so than in the 
creative area.

The Creative Communities Scheme, 
administered by local councils, is one 
of these funders. It gives creatives and 
community organisations cash to pursue 
art-based activities that enhance our lives.

This round the funding pool in Kāpiti 
is more than $30,000, a greater amount 
than usual after more investment by 
Creative New Zealand to help the arts 
community recover from the effects of 
Covid-19.

Grants are usually about $2000. Local 
projects supported last year include 
a collaboration between Ōtaki’s Te 
Wānanga o Raukawa and Mahara Gallery 
featuring works by and workshops with 
Māori weavers and artists; the return 
of the summer jazz music festival in 
Raumati; classical music concerts and 
workshops featuring young and old 
performers; and a novel way of collecting 
community members’ stories reflecting 
their experience of the lockdown.

Councillor and chair of the council’s 
Grants Allocation Committee, Jackie 
Elliott, is right when she says there have 
been some great initiatives over the years. 
She’s encouraging people to apply for 
projects that “celebrate our communities”.

The Creative Communities Scheme is 
funded by Creative NZ and the council 
to support and increase participation in 
local arts and culture at a grassroots level. 
Funds are distributed locally twice a year. 

You can apply up to 6pm on Sunday, 
February 28 (see page 15).
n Ian is editor of Ōtaki Today
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Ongoing benefits of kite festival huge for Ōtaki
By Ian Carson

There’s something essentially 
exciting and relaxing at the 

same time about kites.
They are exhilarating for flyers 

as they test the breeze, looking 
for pressure to raise the kites, or 
grappling with gusts that twist at a 
moment’s notice. And then, as the 
kites flutter in the wind, they evoke 
a calm that only nature can bring. It 
is, after all, nature that sends them 
skyward into an azure sky, and that 
can bring them rapidly to earth.

These are the juxtapositions 
that bring thousands – if not tens 
of thousands – of people to the 
wonderful Ōtaki Kite Festival. They 
seek, and get, the excitement of seeing 
a fantastic display of kites, but also the 
relaxation of an environment where 
they can just watch the kites, stroll 
along the beach or paddle in the water 
with the whole family. 

Many people, now familiar with 
the kite festival after nine years, bring 
their own gazebo to set up on the 
sand, or deck chairs to watch the 
entertainment on the stage.

There was a sense this year that 
visitors knew what to expect, but it 
didn’t stop them coming. I spoke to 
many people on the beach who were 
multiple returnees, coming because 
it’s an event on the calendar they just 
don’t want to miss. Others, including 
a visitor from Auckland who made a 

BULSARA T/A TALL POPPY LICENSED UNDER REAA 2008

Sarah Lange
Sales Consultant

022 3177 613
sarah.lange@tallpoppy.co.nz

Thinking of selling? Let’s talk.

Making the house purchase 
process a good experience
“Sarah provides great information on the property 
and also important and relevant market factors. 
She also works proactively and provided the very 
important trust and confidence factors for the buyer. 
Sets a great benchmark for real estate agents.”

- Mike Dunn

special trip to Ōtaki, had heard of the 
event in glowing terms and wanted to 
experience it for himself.

All were happy, even excited, to be 
at the beach for a day out that has to 
be one of the best in New Zealand 
– and right now with the Covid-19 
pandemic, the best in the world.

Having been chair of the organisers, 
the Ōtaki Promotions Group (OPG) 
for several years, I know how much 

effort goes into the kite festival. That 
small group of people needs to be 
congratulated, as the kite festival only 
seems to get better. 

I still help put up the cordons 
for the registered kite flyers in the 
morning and take them down again 
at night. I make the point because I 
know I’m not alone in wanting to be 
part of something special. Success is a 
magnet for people.

It means there are plenty of 
volunteers who help make the 
festival run smoothly. The OPG has 
also always encouraged community 
groups to set up stalls, where on a 
weekend like we’ve just had, there are 
plenty of people willing to pay for a 
fundraising sausage or mussel fritter. 
What comes around goes around.

The ongoing effect of this event for 
Ōtaki is enormous.

Someone complained on social 
media about the traffic in the 
township during the weekend, before 
being quickly shot down by others 
who cited the huge benefits of the 
kite festival. Those people are right 
in saying that visitors clogging the 
streets for a couple of days means 
busy businesses. 

Cafes, service stations, dairies and 
supermarkets get cash in the door like 
few other days of the year.

Visitors come back at some other 
time, and perhaps for the next big 
signature event, the Māoriland Film 
Festival. They might look at buying 
or setting up a business here because 
they love the town. They might 
move here and join a local group and 
make a valuable contribution to the 
community.

The kite festival instills a huge sense 
of pride for Ōtaki people in what 
we have, and what we do. There’s no 
better way to show off our beach, just 
one of Ōtaki’s great natural assets.

One local also commented to me 
at the weekend as she looked along 
the beach with thousands of people 
enjoying themselves: “Look what 
little old Ōtaki can do.” 

Yes, we can do it, and we do it 
without particular fanfare, and 
because we ignore people who say we 
can’t. Can we top this year at the 10th 
kite festival in 2022? Yes, we can.
n Ian is editor of Ōtaki Today
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MEDIA & COMMUNITY

FRASER CARSON

Rob Hewitt – extraordinary water safety kaihautū
Some years ago a story of incredible 

survival and grit came across the news. 
Rob Hewitt, ex-Navy diver was lost at sea and 
the search was on around the Wellington and 
southern Kāpiti coasts.

As the days went by, the worst fears 
progressed to the assumption Rob had died. He 
and his mates had dived for kai moana and the 
experienced Navy man had become separated 
by an under-sea rip.

The saving grace could have been Rob’s diving 
experience and toughness. He was, after all, the 
brother of uncompromising All Black Norm 
Hewitt.

Then after four days and as hopes were fading, 
the intrepid diver was found by searchers and 
brought back to shore, to the relief of Norm and 
the rest of his whānau and mates.

It was one of those stories that captured 
the imagination. How could a man stay on 

the surface and 
maintain a heart-
beat for so long? 
And what was it 
about the man 
and his will to live 
that made this 
possible?

So, little could I 
imagine meeting 
Rob Hewitt, as I 
did for a coffee in 

a Wellington café recently. We didn’t talk about 
his survival story. That’s clearly in his past and 
while it’s an experience he has used, it’s not 
something to dwell upon too often.

In the years since his rescue, Rob has turned 

his focus to helping Māori dive safely. So he has 
become a teacher, trainer and advocate for water 
safety. But it’s immediately apparent that it’s 
about much more than imparting knowledge. 
For Rob it’s deeply personal and rooted in the 
strong connections Māori have to wai – the 
sea and waterways. Water is central to Māori 
identity.

For several years, Rob has worked with 
Water Safety New Zealand as an ambassador 
and kaihautū (leader, presenter). In this role 
he has been instrumental in developing the 
Kia Maanu Kia Ora (Stay Afloat, Stay Alive) 
initiative, which embodies the Māori worldview 
of the physical and spiritual properties of wai, as 
integral to water safety. 

This concept is embodied in the Wai Puna 
theory, developed for Kia Maanu Kia Ora by 
Dr Chanel Phillips (Ngāti Hine, Ngāpuhi), 
co-director of Te Koronga Indigenous Science 
Research Themes. It draws on three core pillars 
– whakapapa, mātauranga and tikanga.

Rob would be the first to avoid taking credit 
for a developing, and much needed, maturity 
around water safety awareness. But his personal 
mana and influence clearly comes from his 
humble outlook and respect for Tangaroa and 
indigenous Māori values.
n Fraser is a former member of the XŌtaki Ōtaki College Alumni 

Trust and the founding partner of Wellington-based Flightdec.com. 
Flightdec’s kaupapa is to challenge the status quo of the internet to 
give access to more reliable and valuable citizen generated content, 
and to improve connectivity and collaboration.

 Rob Hewitt, diver and kaihautu. 
Photo supplied

Te Waiora is a four-part video 
documentary series exploring the 
deep connection Māori have with 

the water, profiling community 
leaders across Aotearoa who 

are working to strengthen this 
connection and provide the skills 

that are needed to stay safe. 
See the videos at kmko.nz/te wairoa

LETTERS

Vandals threatening 
our heritage
The editor:

Someone is trying to wreck the health camp, that is 
part of this community’s heritage. 

Someone who is part of this community. But who 
are they? Of what age? And why would they do such 
a miserable self-defeating action? Does the sound of 
breaking glass give them a buzz?

For 86 years Ōtaki was home to the first-ever New 
Zealand children’s health camp. Every year hundreds 
of tired, under-nourished, pale and wan children 
came for a six-week stay at Otaki Children’s Health 
Camp, going away happier and  stronger. 

In 2018 the last camp owner, Stand, closed the 
camp. They left behind a fine group of buildings, fit 
for use by young and old. The camp is full of stories.  
Think of the beautiful rotunda (at right), built in 
Rotorua 105 years ago to shelter wounded, gassed 
and shell-shocked Kiwi soldiers from the First World 
War. In 1931 it was dismantled, transported to Ōtaki 
Beach and rebuilt on land given by Byron Brown.

Now the site is recognised as the heritage of all 
New Zealanders. It is managed by the Department of 
Conservation, supported by volunteers, the Friends 
of the Ōtaki Rotunda Trust. They and DoC want to 
hand the buildings back to the Ōtaki community for 
the use of all people of goodwill.

Why should this taonga be a target for vandals? 
Yet almost every week another window is smashed.  
And every time it happens the goal of restoration gets 
harder.

What can Ōtaki do to put an end to this? We all 
take pride in the health camp that did so much good 
for young people. We must all help to protect it. 

Do you know who is causing this? 
If young people are the culprits, stop them before 

they go on to worse things. Can you convince them 

or people who might influence them that they must 
stop wrecking good things? 

This is Ōtaki’s past and Ōtaki’s future. 
He waka eke noa/ We are all in this canoe.
– Anthony Dreaver, trustee, Friends of the Ōtaki 

Rotunda

Yet another place  
for liquor?
The editor: 

The question is that, do we need another place to 
buy our liquor? And, the bigger question is, do the 
people have the right to say no?

The news has it that there is to be a shop to sell all 
the usual bottles of liquor from a shop opposite the 
Railway Hotel by the Ōtaki railway station. However 
one significant section of the Ōtaki community, 

Māori I am told, are opposing it.
But how do they, or anybody or group, effectively 

oppose such a shop in the face of that most powerful 
group, the liquor industry?

Our local body, Kapiti Coast District Council 
(KCDC) CAN withhold the necessary licence, and 
that should be the end of the matter. But, and here is 
where it gets sticky, there is a rumour that the local 
body’s decision may be challenged in court! Such a 
challenge is something to be feared by any local body 
for this reason: that the money taken to defend their 
decision  could be great, while for the liquour people 
it’s peanuts.

That makes it an ethical issue! The rights of 
the people and their elected council must not be 
subordinate to the booze barons.

This is a matter for government. What do you think, 
[Ōtaki electorate MP] Terisa [Ngobi]?
– Selwyn Boorman, Waikanae

IN BRIEF
January fires 

After having an 
unprecedented zero 
number of call-outs from 
December 20 to the 
end of 2020, the Ōtaki 
Volunteer Fire Brigade 
had a more normal 
total of 21 for January 
21. Eight calls were for 
rubbish, grass and scrub 
fires, five for medical 
assistance, four for private 
fire alarms, three for 
motor vehicle accidents 
and one “good intent”.
Next OCB meeting

The next meeting of 
the Ōtaki Community 
Board is in the Gertrude 
Atmore Lounge (attached 
to the Memorial Hall) at 
7pm on Tuesday, March 
16. The public is always 
welcome and public 
speaking time is allowed. 

Crossword clues
Our crossword editor 

had a brain fade last 
issue, missing the all-
important clues out of 
our crossword. To those 
readers who scoured the 
paper looking for the 
clues, and eventually rang 
us, our apologies. The 
clues are on our website 
and Facebook page.



 

‘ T H E  T E L E ’‘ T H E  T E L E ’
High calorie locality

 cnr Rangiuru Rd/Tasman Rd, Ōtaki Township
Contact Duane 06 364-0634, 021 0220 3105, or duane@thetele.co.nz

T h e  p e r f e c t 
v e n u e  f o r 
a  f a m i l y 

g e t -
t o g e t h e r, 
b i r t h d a y 
f u n c t i o n 

o r  a  d r i n k 
w i t h 

f r i e n d s . 

The old 
Telegraph Hotel 

(built 1872) 
has two bars, 

a lounge/
dining room 

and refurbished 
backpacker-style 
accommodation. 

Rod Agar B.Agr.Sc, B.B.S.
Ian Fenwick B.Com, DipGrad, C.A.

Directors

7 Aotaki Street, Ōtaki

06 364 8696
office@agarfenwick.co.nz • www.agarfenwick.co.nz
Free 30 minute consultation for new clients

• Financial and Taxation Advice
• Tax Return Preparation

• Farm and Trust Accounting
• Payroll and Secretarial Services

• Business Advisors

9 RAUKAWA ST, ŌTAKI

021 904 404

LUNCH DINNER

CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAYS
(FUNCTIONS FOR 30 PEOPLE 

OR MORE AVAILABLE)

OPEN TUES-FRI 
12-3pm
ALL DAY MENU 
AND LIGHT MEALS 
AVAILABLE

RSA VENUE AVAILABLE 
FOR FUNCTIONS 

OR EVENTS 
WITH BEVERAGES 

PURCHASED FROM THE BAR

FEB
MAR 

SPECIAL

  Buy 1 PAY 1/2 for 2nd MEAL  

LUNCH: TUE-FRI

DINNER: 

Wed-Th-Sat ONLY

avail until Mar 31

 OPOPEN TUES-SAT 5-8pm

TUES ROAST

TUES - SAT
A LA CARTE MENU

WEDN - SAT
CHEF’S SPECIAL DISH

FRIDAYS
CHEF’S BUFFET

Ōtaki Museum

Open Saturday February 20, 10am-2pm Thursday-Saturday

49 Main Street, Ōtaki

NEW EXHIBITION: Ko Ōtaki te Awa Ōtaki is the River
Stories of the river as it has shaped the town and the 
surrounding area over the years.

OPEN 
Wednesday 
to Sunday 
9am-3pm
Private functions 
or group dinners
e: otakikitchen
@gmail.com 
Facebook 
Ōtaki Kitchen
06 262 9119

30 Main Street Ōtaki

The team at 
CHAIRS 
welcomes you to our salon 
to enjoy a total experience

54 Main St, Ōtaki Village  •  06 364 7039
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www.maorilandfilm.co.nz

Café Sixty Six
66 Main St • Otaki Village 

06 364 8150 
THE CAFÉ WITH A 

CONSCIENCE

OPEN: MONDAY-SATURDAY from 8am-3.30pm

We use eco-friendly packaging for our fair trade and 
organic coffee and offer reusable cups, too! 

Great real fruit smoothies, milkshakes and iced coffees 
available. Come in for a delicious breakfast or lunch 

or grab a snack if you are in a hurry. 
Catering available. Vegan friendly.

New café in old hotel
Sitting within a building nearly 140 years old, 
the new Ōtaki Kitchen seems not a bit out of 
place.

It’s a contemporary café, but subtle touches, 
the native timber flooring and old windows 
acknowledge the past of the historic Family Hotel 
in Main Street.

The Family Hotel is the second-oldest surviving 
hotel in Ōtaki,  having been built in 1882. The 
Telegraph opened in 1872. 

The corner of the Family was renovated a 
few years ago by the previous publican, Brenda 
Christison, creating the Stag Café. Then last year, 
Kamal Rathore took over, with Keenia Verma 
managing the newly renamed Ōtaki Kitchen, 
which opened in September.

Ōtaki Kitchen aims to provide contemporary 
food with breakfast items such as smashed 
avocado and free-range poached eggs, big 
breakfast with herb potatoes. Manuka-smoked 
fishcakes, pork belly salad and home-made beef 
burger appear on the lunch menu.

There are plenty of vegan and vegetarian options 
on the seasonally changing menu, which will be 
expanding soon to meet the demand.

Ōtaki Kitchen is open from 9am to 3pm, 
Wednesday to Sunday. Keenia is also happy to take 
bookings for private functions or group dinners.

She’s been delighted with the response from 
Ōtaki people and visitors, citing recent reviews:

“We love Otaki Kitchen.  Great menu, generous 
portions and fantastic service, our go to brunch spot!” 

“Had a lovely evening when we booked Otaki Kitchen 
for a private function. Keenia was super friendly and so 
very efficient and meals were also fantastic.”
n Ōtaki Kitchen, Family Hotel, Main St, Ōtaki. Open 9am-3pm 

Wednesday-Sunday. Ph: 06-262 9119.
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PAKIHI/Business

Values are a part of us. They 
highlight what we stand for. They 

represent our unique, individual 
essence. Values guide our behaviour, 
providing us with a personal code of 
conduct. 

When we honour our personal core 
values consistently, we experience 
fulfilment. When we don’t, we are more 
likely to escape into bad 
habits and poor behaviour.

Most of us don’t know 
our values. We don’t 
understand what’s most 
important to us. Instead, 
we focus on what our 
society, culture, and media 
value. Can you articulate 
your top 5 to 10 values that 
are most important to you?

The first step on the 
journey to exemplary leadership is 
clarifying your values and discovering 
those fundamental beliefs that will guide 
your decisions and actions along the path 
to success and significance.

That journey involves an exploration of 
your inner territory where your true voice 
resides. It’s essential that you put yourself 
on this path, because it’s the only route to 
authenticity. So, say what you mean and 
mean what you say.

And you can’t do what you say if you 
don’t know what you believe. Nor can you 
do what you say if you don’t believe in 
what you’re saying. 

However, personal values are not 
enough. That’s because leaders don’t just 
speak for themselves; they also speak for 
their team. There must be agreement on 

the values that everyone will commit to 
upholding. Shared values give people 
reasons for caring about what they do, 
making a significant and positive difference 
in work attitudes and performance.

In the words of Jim Rohn: “Integrity is 
adhering to the moral principles of life. 
Integrity is doing things with honour. 
Integrity is honesty.  And integrity is the 

glue that holds relationships 
together . . . You hear of 
greedy people boasting 
about the great deal they just 
got, how they negotiated 
the price down to nothing, 
how they manipulated the 
other person out of making 
a profit. Good integrity 
won’t let you do that. We all 
shop for the greatest value 
at the best price, but not 

at the expense of others. Not when your 
great deal cheated someone out of his 
or her profit . . . Develop the reputation 
of integrity, so no matter where you go, 
you will represent your family well, your 
company well, and yourself well. Your goal 
is success in the service of others, not at 
the expense of others.”

. . . and that’s worth thinking about.
(This article was written with thanks and 
acknowledgement to Kerry Wood and Scott Jeffrey.)

n This is the second in a series supporting the Entrepreneurial 
Growth Series of free webinars and workshops launching in 
2021 to support local business. 
If you think you could 
benefit, and make your 
business roar in 2021, call 
Chris on 0222 332 669 
or email chriswhelan@
actioncoach.com

YOUR BUSINESS 

CHRIS WHELAN

Insurance and Mortgage Advisers

• First home buyer mortgages • Debt consolidation
• Mortgage refinancing • All Insurance covers 
• Investment property lending • Honest and friendly
• Local knowledge/local people  • Free services

153 Main Highway, Ōtaki 
(opposite New World Supermarket)

06 364-6123
0800 367 467
Please call for the best insurance 
and mortgage advice.

www.inprogroup.co.nz

Connecting 
through integrity

EMPLOYMENT LAW

AMY WEBSTER

Employees are the key to business growth and success, 
so it should be no surprise that helping staff to 

perform well is an important part of running a successful 
business. 

Despite this, performance often gets pushed to the bottom 
of the to-do list or, worse, put in the too-hard 
basket.

Performance development doesn’t need 
to be overly formal, complicated or time-
consuming. For most of your staff you’ll just 
need to make sure you’re on the same page 
and keep talking. It’s only if you have an issue 
of ongoing poor performance that you might 
need to provide more structured support for 
improvement.

Having a performance policy is important, 
to let staff know how their performance will 
be monitored and how any issues will be 
addressed. It’s like a heads-up about what is going to happen.

To perform well, your staff need to know what you expect 
of them. Start by making sure you record your expectations 
of each role in a job description, setting out what the job is 
and what is expected.

Then find the time to sit down with each of your staff once 
a year to go over the job description for their role. Make sure 
it still fits what they are doing, point out what they are doing 
well and talk about what they could work on. Come up with 
some performance goals together and note them down.

Don’t surprise staff by saving up all your performance 
concerns and bringing them up out at an annual performance 
review. Have regular catch-ups throughout the year about 
how they are doing and their progress towards their goals (if 
they’ve met them all, set some new ones).

Giving employees constant feedback is bound to have 
mutual benefits and will help to set up a culture of talking 
about performance so employees feel they can ask for help 
if they need to.  Even your best performers will benefit 
from these regular catch-ups, even if it’s just to boost their 

confidence by hearing regularly that they’re 
awesome.

Keep brief notes of these catch-ups, 
alongside the goals you set at the beginning of 
the year. The “formal” performance review at 
the end of the year is simply that, a “review” 
of where you started, how the employee has 
grown through the year and where they could 
continue to improve. This leads nicely back 
into setting goals for the upcoming year and 
the cycle starts again.

In most cases, having regular performance 
catch-ups should be enough to keep things on 

track. It means minor issues can be fixed without festering 
and turning into major problems. However, if things aren’t 
coming right, a more formal approach might be required, 
which usually involves a performance improvement plan. It’s 
a good idea to seek advice if you’re unsure how to do this as 
this process can lead to dismissal. It’s important to do it right.

Make 2021 the year you establish good performance 
practices for your business. Stop putting it in the too-hard 
basket and see the benefits of a happy and fulfilled workplace. 
(Article written with the assistance of Kailey Northcott, a summer clerk at 
Wakefields Lawyers.)
n Amy is an associate at Wakefields Lawyers and an expert in employment 

law. She heads the Employment Law Team, which helps both employers and 
employees in all areas of employment law, including providing guides and 
templates for great performance management and guiding employers through 
performance improvement processes. 

Getting staff to perform well is key to success

Steve’s helping hand
Proving that business isn’t just about profit – and that teenagers really can appreciate help in their 
life journey – Ōtaki businessman Steve Forsyth and youngster Jayda Maihi (above) shared a hug 
and a bit of personal history when they met at Steve’s home on January 18.

The occasion was a mutual desire to catch up after Jayda had just completed the three-week challenge 
of an Ōutward Bound outdoor experience course in the Marlborough Sounds. Steve’s Civil Trim Plant 
Hire sponsored Jayda to attend.

Jayda said the course was challenging, but “awesome”, something she would recommend for any 
young person to help them realise what’s possible with will-power and a desire to succeed. Jayda was in a 
group of 14 – only 10 completed the course.

Steve was delighted to have Jayda contact him after the course, saying he wanted to keep in touch.
“If I can help you in the future, just give me a call,” he said. “I might even be able to get you an 

apprenticeship.”
Jayda is keen on being a builder, but meantime has to complete a final year at Ōtaki College.
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MAHI TOI/Arts
Band goes back in the Nicks of time

The duo of Dave Murphy and Janet Muggeridge, are special guests at The Stationhouse Social 
Club, Ōtaki Golf Club, on Thursday, March 4, hosted by The Salty Hearts band.

Dave is one of New Zealand’s best finger-picking blues guitarists. He underpins the duo’s sound 
with driving guitar work and powerful vocals. This is overlaid with Janet’s mandolin riffs and chops, 
and an unerring sense of harmony. 

Their sound is evocative and compelling. They cover blues, swing, and alt-country numbers with 
energy and musicality, drawing the audience in. 

Dave’s finger-style guitar will likely have your feet begging for rest, while Janet’s unique mandolin 
adds sparkle and mood. Their two voices blend like a hand in glove, yet each stands out with its own 
individual character. Both are song writers, and sprinkle originals, Americana folk and blues through 
their repertoire. 

The duo and Salty Hearts will play a set each and there will be the usual Big Ugly at the end with 
The Salty Hearts for a slightly unrehearsed but fun musical finale

A two-course buffet will be provided by Kiwi Kai Caterers, who tour the country with The Pink 
Floyd Experience. 
n Ōtaki Golf Club, 6.30–9pm Thursday March 4.  Tickets $45pp, includes two-course buffet – email gregandanje@xtra.co.nz, or 

buy at Ōtaki Golf Club or Ōtaki Travel.

DUO: Mandolin player Janet Muggeridge and blues guitarist Dave Murphy.

Duo at Stationhouse

Artists and community organisations in Kāpiti� 

Do you have a great idea for an arts project in

the next year?

Visit: www.kapiticoast.govt.nz/creativecommunities or your library

Email: artsadmin@kapiticoast.govt.nz 

Contact: the Arts, Museums, & Heritage Advisor on 04 296 4700.

For information and application forms:

      

create opportunities for our local communities to engage in

support the diverse arts and cultural traditions of our local

communities      

enable and encourage young people to engage with and

actively participate in the arts

celebrate our district and move us forward from the impact

of the COVID lockdown

Applications close 6pm Sunday 28 February

 

We’re looking for projects that:

       

We have $30,000 to grant to artists and community

organisations to support Kāpiti arts and cultural projects.

The band that was a hit at last year’s 
Ōtaki Kite Festival has found 
national success with gigs lined up 
throughout the North Island.

Gold Dust Woman, a Stevie Nicks 
showcase band, has two Ōtaki area 
members who are a critical part of the 
band – “Stevie Nicks” singer Rachel 
Williams of Te Horo, and Jared 
Carson of Ōtaki, who bashes out the 
drums just like Mick Fleetwood.

Other band members are all from 
the Kāpiti and southern North Island 
region.

The tribute band’s lineup of gigs 
kicks off their tour when they play 
at Southwards Car Museum in 
Paraparaumu on Saturday, February 
20.

They will go from there to the 
Regent on Broadway in Palmerston 
North (April 24), Municipal 
Theatre in Napier (May 15) and the 
Carterton Event Centre ( June 26), 
before heading north to the Bay 
Court Centre in Tauranga on July 31 
and a huge gig at the Sky City Casino 
in Auckland on October 9.

The band even has its own tour bus 
(see at right).

Rachel Williams says she has 
always been a fan of Stevie Nicks. 
Rachel’s father died when she was 

only 9, and she says she struggled 
through her early life. 

“Stevie Nicks’ lyrics could nurture 
my spirit and lift my soul,” she says. 
“Many times I got knocked down, 

and I picked myself up and dusted 
myself off.” 

That inspired Rachel to call the 
band Gold Dust Woman, the name of 
one of Nicks’ famed songs. 

Rachel replicates the characteristic 
voice of Nicks to perfection, and with 
slick musicianship from other band 
members, audiences get a genuine 
Stevie Nicks showcase.

Jared Carson has been playing 
drums since the age of 13. He’s 
played various genres supporting 
international bands, always with an 
eye towards the music of the 1970s.

He’s played in several tribute acts 
including AC/DC, Deep Purple, 
Black Sabbath, The Eagles, Faith No 
More, Lynyrd Skynyrd, and of course, 
Fleetwood Mac and Stevie Nicks.

Another band member, Greg 
White (rhythm guitar and vocals) of 
Paremata has the voice of Tom Petty,  
providing the ideal complement in 
the Gold Dust Woman showcase. He 
and the band will play several Tom 
Petty hits during the show.

Greg is the son of a piano teacher, 
but found the guitar at the age of 
12 more to his liking. His musical 
influences were mainly from his 
older brother’s record collection 
– containing classics such as Pink 
Floyd, Led Zeppelin, Jethro Tull, 
David Bowie and Eric Clapton. 

By his mid-20s he was performing 
full-time.

With his band The Actors he 
supported U2 for their Under A 
Blood Red Sky tour. His most 
recent project has been a Tom Petty 
celebration band, Free Falling. 
n Gold Dust Woman tickets at Ticketek.co.nz

THE BAND: The Stevie Nicks Showcase, from left Bridget O’Shanassy, Cam Sutton, Olivia Boyle, Jared Carson, Rachel 
Williams, Greg White, Ronnie Graham and Mitch Dean, in front of the tour bus. Photo supplied
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Once the kids have gone and cricket games are no longer, 
you might wish to pause and ponder the usefulness of 

your lawn. 
If no compelling reason other than tidiness comes to mind, let 

me suggest you plant it up or let it go. 
Indulge me and my home-grown mulch addiction here because 

there’s no goodness like 
it. Hay (or simply long grass) is super nutritious. Especially if 
mineral-rich plants such as dandelion, plantain and chicory are in 
the house. 

Everywhere you weed-eat, mow, or God forbid spray, is fair 
game. Leave it to grow until 
you need mulch then harvest it with a weed eater or Niwashi, 
leaving about 10cm growth for best health. You’ll find a 
surprising number of opportunities for home-made hay once 
your mind shifts its focus from tidy to the wild-side. 
Gather little bits from here, there and everywhere. 

Many of you in small-space gardens dismiss this idea of 
growing your own mulch, thinking you have no room. The thing 
is there’s no difference – small or large, the amount of space in 
which to grow the mulch is relative to the size of garden needing 
the mulch. We’re all in the same boat.

Bees, butterflies and insects adore this kind of stomping 
ground, and don’t forget our friends beneath the soil. Left to 
grow, roots dive deep, grasping the earth, building humus and 
holding increasing amounts of water.

Beneficial fungi and their companions gather beneath trees and 

spray free, wild areas and spread outward from 
there creating a nutrient exchange network 
that boosts health and production of all your 
gardens 100-fold.

Growing your own means there’s one less 
thing to buy – how cool is that! And along the 
way providing a pesticide-free mulch for your 
garden. Yes!

I cut a path to whatever fruit tree is being 
harvested at the time for easy access to fallen 
fruits. When the tree finishes with its bounty, 
I let the meadow return and open a new path 
to the next ready tree. This regular supply of 
mulch is the bees’ knees.

Cut tracks through wherever it is you roam 
– to the washing line, the chook house, the 
vegie patch, the driveway. They make getting 
about easier and keep legs dry when it rains.

You might have a fly in the ointment – your 
other half with firm ideas about lawn management. Fingers 
crossed you can meet halfway. 

A good next step is to mow a bit higher and get used to a more 
rustic look. Longer lawns prevent many weeds such as onehunga 
taking grip. 
When meadow lawn doesn’t work
• Hay fever is no fun and if one of your beloveds gets sneezy, 

perhaps turn the lawn into a veggie patch instead. 

• Bee allergies are compelling reasons to lop off clover flowers.
• Meadows can create high fire risk areas.
• The loss of a playing surface for young kids. We used to play 

cricket in the lawn off the deck, but the kids are all gone so I’ve 
planted a lemon tree and herbs instead. Life is ever changing 
and gardens evolve alongside our needs.

Humus-rich soil

Lawn alternative 
   – don’t mow, 
    let it grow Kath Irvine has been growing 

vegetables to feed her family for 21 
years. Spray-free, natural, low-input 

food gardens are her thing. She 
believes smart design saves time, 

money and the planet, and makes 
a garden hum. She recycles, reuses 

and forages, and uses as little 
plastic as possible. Kath believes 
in a daily serve of freshly picked 
organic greens for a happy mind 

and strong body. She provides 
organic gardening advice through 
her articles, books, workshops and 

garden consultations.

KATH IRVINE

THE EDIBLE GARDEN

Top: Increase beneficial insects by leaving wild areas. Above: 
Orchards thrive in diverse groundcover. Below left: Bees foraging 
on long lawn. Below: Homegrown mulch in the making.
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DR STEVE HUMPHRIES

HEALTH SCIENCE

DANIEL DUXFIELD

GETTING FITIf you’re aged over 50, you’re 
more conscious of your health 

because it directly affects your 
future quality of life. 

When I speak to my clients in this 
age group, the health of their heart is 
always a concern, and if you’re over 50 
and reading this I’m sure you’ve had a 
similar conversation with your doctor.

Having a fit and healthy heart, as I 
have mentioned before many times, 
is the foundation of your fitness. A 
healthy heart with strong regular 
beats means your circulatory system is in great shape. 

People in their 50s and 60s often talk to me about their 
health. It comes up at some point, perhaps after their latest 
check-up at the doctor, their doctor’s concern’s about their 
future health, their latest medication and its side effects, how 
they feel as they age and what they notice they’ve lost etc, etc.

You’ve probably noticed, as most people do, that you “slow 
down a bit” as you pass the half century mark. Joints stiffen, 
your muscles aren’t what they used to be and you might not 
have the energy you once had when you were a few years 
younger. Especially once you retire, you’re just not likely to 
maintain the same levels of activity you had when you were 
working.

This is why regular exercise sessions are crucial to 
maintaining your heart health, as well as your overall health 
and joint mobility as you enjoy your retirement years. Failure 

Keep fit as you age – and enjoy life

Himalayan pink rock salt 
is promoted as a natural, 

less-refined, healthy alternative 
that is “rich in trace minerals” 
and nutritionally superior to 
ordinary white table salt.

With web descriptors such 
as “Himalayan salt” and ”hand 
extracted” you almost get the 
feeling that the Dalai Lhama 
himself is carrying the salt out 
of the mountains. The reality 
is that Himalayan salt comes 
not from the Himalayas but the Khewra salt 
mine in Pakistan, the world’s second-largest 
commercial salt mine. “Hand extracted” doesn’t 
really capture the industrial scale of blasting out 
350,000 tonnes of salt a year with explosives, 
and using front end loaders and trucks to get it 
out of a mine with 11 storeys below ground and 
40 kilometers of tunnels.   

Food production needs to be looked at 
objectively, not romanticised. Although 
Himalayan salt formed a quarter of a million 
years ago in more pristine times (a marketing 
point), it’s mined, processed, transported and 
packaged today in our more polluted modern 
world, and that’s when we have to worry about 
contamination. As an example, some recent 
surveys found plastic contamination to be 
higher in Himalayan rock salt samples than New 
Zealand sea salt.

Excessive consumption of sodium is linked 
to high blood pressure, a risk factor for heart 
disease, stroke and other health problems. New 
Zealanders consume about 9 grams of salt a day 
(much of it hidden in processed foods), but it’s 
recommended that we limit our intake to 4 grams 
of salt a day – 1600 milligrams of sodium. 

Himalayan salt has been promoted as 
providing less sodium because it’s less refined. 
Normal table salt is about 99 percent sodium 
chloride, while Himalayan salt is closer to 98 
percent. By law all salt must be at least 97 percent 

sodium chloride. So there’s no 
meaningful difference in the 
sodium levels between Himalayan 
and normal table salt.  

There is the heavily promoted 
claim that Himalayan salt contains 
84 elements and minerals. Sounds 
impressive, but what does it really 
mean? 

To answer that we need to look at 
the periodic table of elements. There 
are about 90 naturally occurring 
elements in the world. If we subtract 

the inert gases such as neon and xenon (we don’t 
expect gases in our salt!) then that leaves the 
remaining 84 elements. On checking various 
analytical studies, that is indeed what they are 
claiming – the entire periodic table of naturally 
occurring elements, minus a few gases.  

It’s a bizarre nutritional claim. The 84 elements 
include all the toxic heavy metals, such as 
mercury, lead and cadmium. It even includes 
radioactive elements, such as uranium, polonium 
and thorium. The good news is that they are only 
present in very small quantities. In fact, in the 
data analysis tables I have seen, more than a third 
of the elements were present in such miniscule 
amounts they were not able to be accurately 
measured, and were simply reported as being less 
than 1 part per billion! Never mind, they were still 
included as part of the 84 elements in Himalayan 
salt. By those criteria any salt manufacturer could 
claim 84 elements in their salt.

Mammals, including humans, require about 
26 elements for normal healthy functioning. 
The other elements have no known function. 
The people who promote the 84 elements in 
Himalayan salt could perhaps explain to the 
scientific community what they know that the 
scientific community doesn’t. 

But what about the nutritive elements in 
Himalayan salt? Let’s look at zinc as an example. 
Concentrations in Himalayan salt vary from 
absent to about 0.2mg per kilogram of salt. Even 

Himalayan salt – more front-end loader than fresh air

HELPLINES AND LOCAL MENTAL 
HEALTH SERVICES 

It’s OK to seek help. Never hesitate if you are worried 
about yourself or someone else.

If someone has attempted suicide or you’re worried about their 
immediate safety:
• Call your local mental health crisis assessment team 0800 745 477 

or take them to the emergency dept (ED) of your nearest hospital
• If they are in immediate physical danger to themselves or others, 

call 111
• Stay with them until support arrives
• Remove any obvious means of suicide they might use (eg ropes, 

pills, guns, car keys, knives)
• Try to stay calm, take some deep breaths 
• Let them know you care
• Keep them talking: listen and ask questions without judging
• Make sure you are safe.
For more information, talk to your local doctor, medical centre, hauora, 
community mental health team, school counsellor or counselling 
service. If you don’t get the help you need, keep trying.
Services offering support & information:
• Lifeline 0800 543 354 (0800 LIFELINE)
• Samaritans 0800 726 666 - for confidential support for anyone 

who is lonely or in emotional distress
• Depression Helpline 0800 111 757 or free text 4202 - to talk to 

a trained counsellor about how you are feeling or to ask any 
questions

• Healthline 0800 611 116 - for advice from trained registered 
nurses

• www.depression.org.nz 
For children and young people
• Youthline 0800 376 633, free text 234, email talk@youthline.co.nz 

or webchat at youthline.co.nz (webchat avail 7-11pm) – for young 
people and their parents, whānau and friends

• What’s Up 0800 942 8787 (0800 WHATSUP) or webchat at www.
whatsup.co.nz from 5-10pm for ages 5-18.

• Kidsline 0800 543 754 (0800 KIDSLINE) – up to 18 yrs.

More options: www.mentalhealth.org.nz

to do this simple maintenance exercise will result in stiffer 
joints, reduced cardiovascular capacity and the loss of muscular 
strength.

Many of my older clients tell me they’re able to keep up with 
their grandchildren or participate fully in their leisure activities 
because they’re able to see me once a week or more. Their 
resting heart rate is in the 50 to 60 beats per minute range and 
their recovery is quicker because of the health of their heart.

They feel better overall and have the fitness, strength and 
vigour they might have lost if not for the 45 minutes of exercise 
they do in the studio. They also tell me they probably would 
not exercise were it not for the privacy of the studio, as my 
clients are not the type of people who enjoy the larger gym 
environment. Some also prefer the commitment a regular 
session with me requires, rather than going to the gym when 
they get time – which leads to not going at all!

So if you’re concerned about your health and you feel like 
the gym environment just isn’t for you, then my private studio 
might be the perfect fit. It’s a place where once or twice a week 
you can come to improve your heart health and maintain your 
muscles. It doesn’t need not be overly taxing or involve leaping 
about like a 20-year-old.

If your health concerns you and your doctor has discussed 
exercise for you, then give me a call, come by for a chat and we 
can even do a little fitness test. The chat is free and there’s no 
obligation to sign up for anything.

n Daniel is an exercise professional who operates DuxFit Functional Fitness from a 
private Ōtaki studio. Contact 022 1099 442 or danielduxfield@gmail.com and 
see www.facebook.com/duxfitfunctionalfitness/

at 0.2mg, with a recommended daily intake 
(RDI) of 10mg for zinc, you would need to 
consume 50kg of Himalayan salt to get your daily 
requirement of zinc! The sensible way to get your 
RDI of zinc is from foods such as nuts, meat, 
shellfish, legumes or dairy products. 

The pink colour of Himalayan salt is said to be 
mainly due to iron, so surely it’s a good source 
of this element. But analyses of Himalayan salt 
samples show that iron levels vary greatly, from 
almost absent to highs of more than 100mg per 
kilogram. High variability is often the price to 
be paid for an unrefined product – you can’t 
be sure what you’re getting. Even at the higher 
level of 100mg per kilogram a woman getting all 
her recommended salt intake as Himalayan salt 
would still only get 2 percent of her daily iron 
requirements. 

Himalayan salt is a poor source of iron. 
Regardless of the nutritive mineral, when 

you do the maths (and the people that promote 
Himalayan salt never do the maths) the results 
are the same. Himalayan salt, or any other natural 
salt, gives you a lot of sodium and not much else. 
You get your nutritive minerals from wholesome 
healthy food, not from salt. 

Himalayan salt has also been promoted as 
being “naturally rich in iodine”. Like so much 
information on the web it’s simply wrong. All 
natural salts (sea salt and rock salt) have low 
levels of iodine, about 2mg per kilogram. Iodine 

deficiency causes goitre and hypothyroidism, 
and is the leading cause of preventable brain 
damage and intellectual disability in children. 

Unfortunately New Zealand soils are deficient 
in iodine, and consequently so is our locally 
produced food. To correct this problem, 
iodised salt was introduced in 1924 (now set 
at 25-65mg of iodine per kilogram). However, 
the foodie trend for gourmet non-iodised salt 
has in part contributed to a re-emergence of 
iodine deficiency in New Zealand children. 
Consequently, in 2009, the Government 
mandated the use of iodised salt in bread (most 
processed food contains non-iodised salt, and 
often plenty of it). If you choose to use a non-
iodised salt you should think about where your 
dietary iodine is coming from. 

So given that Himalayan salt is as poor a 
source of minerals as any other natural salt, why 
is it such a popular choice?

The pink colour is certainly attractive. And 
thanks to clever marketing, the colour is 
associated with healthy natural goodness. Salt 
consumption is a dilemma: we know it’s bad for 
us, but it makes food taste great. An unrefined 
natural salt “rich in minerals” lets us avoid the 
guilt of consuming “ordinary” salt. The power of 
marketing.
n Health scientist Dr Steve Humphries is a director at Hebe 
Botanicals in Ōtaki. He was previously a lecturer at Massey 
University and director of the Health Science Programme.

Image theresaharris10, 
Pixabay
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Local historian REX KERR continues the story of Ōtaki’s natural history. This is episode 8, the final in the series

DESTINATION OTAKI

REX KERR

The natural landscape underpinning the 
Ōtaki District has been millennia in the 

making. It has only been quite recently, in 
the past 150 years, that man has imposed an 
artificial structure on it. 

The natural forces that built Ōtaki – earth 
movements, volcanoes, the sea and climate 
change – are still operating to challenge the 
efforts of man.

Of these natural phenomena, climate 
warming, which has been going on for more 
than 10,000 years, is the one that is catching 
our imagination. That’s largely because 
greenhouse gas emissions – the product of our 
modern industrial consumer-
orientated society – appear to 
have sped up the natural order 
of things. 

Temperatures could 
rise by up to four degrees, 
especially in the north and 
east of the North Island. The 
abnormal melting of the great 
continental ice sheets and 
mountain glaciers is causing 
sea level to rise faster than 
expected. Although scientists 
argue over the rate, only the 
alarmists predict a rise of 
more than 0.3 metres over the 
next 100 years. 

This will be a tragedy for many Pacific 
Islanders living only a few centimetres above sea 
level, however the impact on New Zealand and 
Ōtaki will be minimal. 

If the high emissions of greenhouse gases 
increase, the more severe predictions of a 
2.5m rise by the end of the 21st century are a 

possibility and therefore a matter of serious 
concern. 

However, there are other weather conditions 
that accompany global warming other than 
the rise in sea level that perhaps pose a greater 
threat and will heighten the impact. 

As temperatures rise, shifting wind and 
ocean current patterns would result in 
increased rainfall for the western parts of the 
country and lead to droughts in the east. These 
changing weather patterns would also bring 
more frequent violent storms accompanied 
by cyclone-force winds, torrential rain and 
tidal surges. Destruction could be on a scale 

not experienced before in the 
district. 

The Ōtaki River could burst 
its stopbanks designed to 
protect the township against 
100-year floods in several 
places and revert to one of 
its old courses. Enormous 
amounts of silt and debris 
carried by the swollen river 
would be deposited on its flood 
plain and carried out to sea, 
and along with those from the 
larger rivers to the north, be 
laid down to form a protective 
offshore bar. 

Abnormal wave surges could attack the 
protective sand dune complex along Marine 
Parade, sweep up the low open estuary of the 
Waitohu Stream and pour over the low stony 
ridge near the Ōtaki River mouth, flooding the 
low-lying areas behind. 

Ōtaki has a hidden potential environmental 
disaster waiting to happen. If violent storm 

surges or a tsunami swept over the low boulder 
bank at Rangiuru they could uncover the old 
dump buried there and scatter the toxic debris 
over a wide area. The same result could occur 
if during a massive southerly storm the Ōtaki 
River reverted to its old mouth at the end of 
Rangiuru Road and rip open the old dump with 
the same effect.    

Earthquakes generated by earth movements, 
volcanic eruptions and violent storms have 
been occurring worldwide since the beginning 
of time. New Zealand is no stranger to these 
ongoing natural events that could occur at any 
moment with little or no warning. In a time of 
global warming they could be beneficial as well 
as destructive. 

Natural forces challenge human efforts
Massive earth movements that might be 

accompanied by tsunami could also lift the land 
and offset some of the effects of rising sea levels. 
An enormous volcanic eruption anywhere in 
the world, let alone New Zealand, while highly 
destructive locally could have the effect of 
cooling the Earth’s atmosphere and slowing 
down the rate of global warming.  

Human beings can’t control or predict these 
natural events accurately, but being a highly 
resilient species we have learned to live with 
them, adjust and rebuild our lives. 

Global warming is a natural process that 
appears to have been accelerated by the 
production of greenhouse gases, a man-made 
phenomenon and a product of our modern 
consumer civilization that is something we can 
act on. 

The recent Covid-19 pandemic and the 
shutdown measures taken to control it, in 
particular the absence of motor traffic on our 
roads and cities even if brief, resulted in cleaner 
air and quietness in our largest cities. This was 
even noticeable on the main highway through 
Ōtaki and illustrates what can be accomplished 
if greenhouse gas emissions are slightly reduced 
even for a brief time. Equally we can guard 
against natural disasters such as floods and 
earthquake damage by taking appropriate 
protective and conservation measures early.  Our 
stunning landscape can be saved and enhanced. 
The future is in our hands. 
n References
• “Likely Climate change impacts in New Zealand” https://

www.govt/climate-change/likely-climate-change-impacts-
nzNext Episode Part 7 b: The Impact of Volcanos

• “Climate Change: Global Sea Level” https://www.climate.
govt/news-features/understanding-climate/climate-change-
global-sea-level

A violent storm surge, tsunami or massive southerly 
storm could result in the sea sweeping over the low 
boulder bank at Rangiuru and uncovering the old 
dump buried there (close to this photo near the river 
mouth). The toxic debris would be scattered over a 
wide area.

As temperatures rise, shifting 
wind and ocean current patterns 
would result in increased rainfall 

for the western parts of the 
country and lead to droughts in 

the east. These changing weather 
patterns would also bring 

more frequent violent storms 
accompanied by cyclone-force 

winds, torrential rain and tidal 
surges. Destruction could be on 

a scale not experienced before in 
the district. 
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Te Horo School, P1 & S1, 1935 LAST MONTH’S PHOTO

ŌTAKI SCHOOL, Primer 2, 1956. 
Back row from left: John Marshall, Michael Gordon, Steven Foster, 
Ross Cudby, David Edwards, unknown, Joey Chong, Alec Yung, 
unknown.
Second Row: Barry Wall, Christopher Harrison, John Cooper, 
unknown, Bronwyn Black, Wiki Taepa?, Carla Lutz, Bayne Ornberg, 
Brian Horn, Philip Webster.
Front Row: Carol Peter, Kathryn Jenkins, Jeanette Mathie, Jill 
Campbell, ? Nikora, Honour Mold, Denise Watkins, Glenys Wilton, 
unknown, Bronwyn Evans, unknown.
Thanks to Mike Gordon and Stephen Moffatt for providing the names.

‘Letting the light get in’ on the Ōtaki River story

If you have any school photos you’d like to share, please 
let us know. If you know anyone in the photos who’s 
not identified, or we’ve not identified correctly, email 
debbi@idmedia.co.nz   
Photos are also at otakitoday.com

No names available for this photo. We look forward to 
someone filling the gaps.

DAVID LEDSON

Otaki
Museum

Stories are important to all of 
us. They come in a multitude of 

formats – spoken and written, in 
pictures ranging from comics and 
films to innovative technologically 
derived representations and art, 
they can be told through the noise 
of acting and in the silence of 
mime, and in music. 

They can be found in just about 
every place where people come 
together socially – in the home, on 
the marae, in schools and other places 
of education, in libraries, theatres, in 
the open spaces of streets and parks, 
and the closed spaces of meeting 
rooms and conference centres, 
concert halls and art galleries. 

Stories are similarly diverse in their 
shape and purpose. Flights of fantasy 
and the freedom of imagination set 
out to entertain, to generate smiles of 
enjoyment, but also flashes of insight. 

The power of stories to move 
people emotionally, can be hijacked 
for propaganda in support of both 

UNDER WATER: An overflowing Ōtaki River in 1933 caused extensive flooding of the Railway area, including this stretch of Waerenga Road, looking towards Dunstan 
Street.    Photo Ōtaki Historical Society

OLD SCHOOL PHOTOS

good and bad causes. Stories based 
loosely on facts can be employed in 
pursuit of political objectives from 
across the philosophical spectrum, 
while those with a strong focus on 
getting the facts right can usefully 
inform the reader who is keen to 
learn, about things as they were and 
as they are, and provide ideas about 
how they might be – and where they 
come from, who they are, and where 
they could go to.

The poet and singer Leonard 
Cohen wrote: “There is a crack in 
everything. That’s how the light gets 
in.” 

Stories can remain unread, 
unheard and unseen unless they 
have a storyteller who can let the 
light shine on them. The storyteller 
will inevitably be a person given the 
storytelling opportunity by and in a 
place. 

We are well served by storytellers 
in Ōtaki.  

As well as Te Wānanga o Raukawa, 
there is the Ōtaki Library, Māoriland 
Hub, the Civic Theatre, the Ōtaki 
Historical Society, and several art 
galleries. And we should not forget 
the Ōtaki Museum, anchored 
resolutely in the old BNZ bank 

building on Main Street, set on telling 
Ōtaki stories. 

On Saturday, February 20, the 
museum will let the light get into 
the story of the Ōtaki River. It’s a 
story from the perspectives of three 
narrators – the Museum Trust, Ngā 
Hapū o Ōtaki and The Friends of the 
Ōtaki River. The exhibition’s name, 
“Ko Ōtaki te awa| Ōtaki is the river” 
derives from the oral tradition of 
whakapapa and the relationship of a 
person’s identity not only to ancestors 
(tipuna), but also to physical 
features – place (whenua), mountain 
(maunga) and river (awa). 

The exhibition will cover various 
aspects of the river and its influence 
on the local area. It also aims to give 
a sense of the river’s nature, and its 
changing character over the years as 
a result of community efforts to build 
a symbiotic rather than antagonistic 
relationship with it.  

As illustrated in the 1933 
photograph of a flooded Waerenga 
Road looking towards Dunstan 
Street, this work has been of vital 
importance in shaping the resilient 
community in which we live today.
n Ōtaki Museum, Main Street. Open Thu-Sat 

10am-2pm.
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COLOURING COMPETITION

TAMARIKI
ŌT KIDS’ NEWS

Kyuss’

REPTILE 
WORD 

SEARCH

Gecko Skink     Chameleon     Snake    Reptile    Turtle    Crocodile    Tuatara    Alligator    Tortoise

Look down, 
sideways, 
diagonally 
and 
backwards!

2020 NZ’s 7th hottest year
Scientists have found 2020 was New 
Zealand’s 7th hottest year. NIWA, 
the National Institute of Water and 
Atmospheric Research, has been 
recording NZ’s temperatures since 
the early 1900s. It is nearly four 
years since NZ experienced a month 
with below-average temperatures. 
For 2020 the nationwide average 
temperature was 13.24 degrees 
Celsius, just shy of the country’s 
hottest year on record, 2016, when 
the average temperature was 13.45C  
or 0.84C above the 1981–2010  
annual average. The data shows 
that six of the eight warmest 
years on record have occurred 
since 2013. NIWA believes this is 
consistent with climate change. 

Drop a copy
of your coloured 

picture into 
Ōtaki Today’s box at

Riverstone Riverstone CaféCafé 
to win a $20 book voucher or an Animals in Vehicles 

book by March 7. 

Kids are surrounded by news that is often 
scary-sounding. They see headlines, 
overhear snippets on the radio and TV and 
hear about news events from other kids.

Very often articles are scary for them 
because news produced for adults typically 
leaves out information that may be reassuring 
because it is “understood” by adults

Kids, however, need to be reassured, so 
news needs to be safe and kid-friendly.

For parents and teachers who are 
discussing challenging stories with children 
face-to-face, here are some suggestions:
• “Back in” to a difficult news story. Start 

with background information, or even 
an anecdote, and lead up to the more 
challenging aspects.

• Present challenging information briefly and 
factually, without embellishment.

• Reassure kids by pointing out when 
an event is rare (seldom happens 
or has never happened before and 
isn’t likely to happen again), or not 
likely to happen again because the 
Government, for example, has made 
changes to prevent it from occurring 
again.

• Start by looking for the hopeful 
angle. What good is coming out of 
this situation?

• Point out the helpers. With the 
Japanese tsunami story, for example, 
talk about the doctors and nurses who were 
helping to rebuild.

• Talk about the future. For example, when 
Rangiātea Church was destroyed by fire, 
you could have looked to its rebuild by 
community volunteers.

Parents and teachers, of course, will know 
their children and students best and make 
their own decisions about what is appropriate.

With face-to-face conversations about the 
news, it often comes down to listening to 
the child, picking up on their cues, and asking 
them what they already know or want to know.

Discussing challenging news stories with kids

A H R E P T I L E W Y O M A M E T O O O M U C Z 
T J Q L P P A E N I P Z A M I Z A M I A O B A S 
U L H P A O N E K J I S X E R I O N L F T H E W 
R O I X D S E R Y K N N K G G M B L O C K I N D 
T N N A R A T A U T N A Y D E G I M I O O R L E 
L I S R E O S C S O J K U O S G O S K I N K E A 
E S C E A M J K G U H E S H A E F L D E T T E D 
J I A M N D A M E R O N Z T E H U A U A Z L S T 
E T R O D R I D C E S A O N D U D K D M O B I I 
D I R O D U D S K Z I R C M G Z O R A N G E O S 
M S O B S E M U O C Z R C P F I M A W R D P T O 
D D T M S T Y O K E A U H A E K O R S E U E R P 
N I E A F U P E A R O C H A M E L E O N J A O S 
A H A H O O S B V G C R N Y A M M E R S B A T E 
Z O T A R D E O D E A E I C R O C O D I L E A D 

REPTILE WORDSEARCH 
 

Words 
Gecko Chameleon Snake Reptile Turtle 
Skink Crocodile Tuatara Alligator Tortoise 

  
Look down, sideways, diagonally and backwards! 

Rare Ōtaki snail bridge art
The next time you’re driving through Te Horo look 
out for the snail-themed artwork on the panels of 
the new Te Horo Beach Road bridge. These snails 
are not just any snail – they are the rare Ōtaki 
snail (pictured above), powelliphanta traversi 
otakia, found only in the Ōtaki-Te Horo area. Sadly, 
it’s classified as critically endangered – the most 
endangered of the powelliphanta subspecies. 
If you’re lucky enough to see one, you can feel 
privileged. Today, with an adult population of less 
than 1000, the snail is closely monitored by the 
Department of Conservation, which is working 
with the few private, protected properties where 
the Ōtaki snail can still call home. To read more 
see the full story on page 9.

Oooh ahh yuk, what 
are these? 

They are deep sea worms 
viewed under an electron 
microscope! You can see 
these and much more at 
facebook.com/
thefabulousweirdtrotters/ 
Go visit to find the 
fabulous and the weird on 
our planet!  
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COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS 
AMICUS CLUB OF ŌTAKI 364 6464 
COBBLERS LUNCH CLUB Thursdays 11.15am-1.30pm Gertrude 
Atmore Lounge. Free soup.
FOREST & BIRD PROTECTION SOCIETY Joan Leckie 368 1277
FRIENDS OF THE ŌTAKI RIVER Trevor Wylie 364 8918 
FRIENDS OF THE ŌTAKI ROTUNDA Di Buchan 364 0180/027 683 0213
GENEALOGY SOCIETY Len Nicholls 364 7638
KĀPITI COAST GREY POWER June Simpson 021 109 2583
KĀPITI HOROWHENUA VEGANS: Alastair 364 3392 Eric 367 2512
KEEP ŌTAKI BEAUTIFUL Margaret Bayston/Lloyd Chapman
LIONS CLUB OF ŌTAKI Phil Shaw 027 259 1636
MORRIS CAR CLUB Chris Torr 323 7753 
ŌTAKI BRIDGE CLUB Tim Horner 364-5240
ŌTAKI COMMUNITY PATROL Errol Maffey 027 230 8836
ŌTAKI & DISTRICT SENIOR CITIZENS Vaevae 027 447 7864
ŌTAKI FLORAL ART & GARDEN CLUB Macha Miller 364 6605
ŌTAKI FOODBANK 43 Main St, Lucy Tahere 364 0051 
ŌTAKI HERITAGE BANK MUSEUM TRUST 364 6886
ŌTAKI HISTORICAL SOCIETY Sarah Maclean 364 2497 
ŌTAKI MENZSHED 022 406 9439 OtakiMenzShed@outlook.com 
ŌTAKI PLAYERS SOCIETY Roger Thorpe 364 8848 or 021 259 2683
ŌTAKI POTTERY CLUB Rod Graham 027 445 7545
ŌTAKI PROMOTIONS GROUP Cam Butler 021 703095
ŌTAKI AND DISTRICT RSA, 9 Raukawa St 364 6221
ŌTAKI SPINNERS & KNITTERS’ GROUP, Barbara Austin 364 8381
ŌTAKI STROKE SUPPORT GROUP Marian Jones 364-5028
ŌTAKI WOMEN’S NETWORK GROUP Carol Ward 027 235 6151
ŌTAKI WOMEN’S COMMUNITY CLUB/SUNDAY MARKETS 
Kerrie Fox 027 340 0305
ŌTAKI WOMEN’S INSTITUTE Rema Clark remaclark@xtra.co.nz
RESOURCE RECOVERY CENTRE Jamie 027 444 9995/Drew 021 288 7021
ROTARY CLUB OF OTAKI Michael Fagg 021 294 3039 
TIMEBANK Suzanne Fahey 021 1275 074
TOASTMASTERS OF WAIKANAE Graham 04 905 6236
TRANSITION TOWN OTAKI Jamie Bull 364 0550
WAITOHU STREAM CARE GROUP Lyndsay Knowles 364 6283 
CHILDREN
ŌTAKI TOY LIBRARY 027 621 8855 Saturday 10.30am-noon 
Memorial Hall, Main St.
KIDZOWN OSCAR 0800 543 9696
LITTLE GIGGLERS PLAYGROUP Baptist Church Hall, Te Manuao Rd. 
10am-12noon Friday each fortnight. Denise 027 276 0983
MAINLY MUSIC Hadfield Hall, Te Rauparaha St. 021 189 6510
ŌTAKI KINDERGARTEN 68a Waerenga Rd. 364 8553
ŌTAKI MONTESSORI PRESCHOOL Haruātai Park, Roselle 364 7500
ŌTAKI PLAYCENTRE Mill Rd. 364 5787. Mon, Tue, Thu 9.30am-noon
ŌTAKI PLAYGROUP otakiplaygroup@hotmail.com
ŌTAKI SCOUTS, CUBS AND KEAS Brent Bythell 364 8949
PLUNKET MANAKAU PLAYGROUP Honi Taipua St, T & Th 9.30am-noon
SKIDS ŌTAKI out of school care, St Peter Chanel School. Sonia 027 739 1986
TE KŌHANGA REO O TE KĀKANO O TE KURA Te Rauparaha St, 06 364 5599 
TE KŌHANGA REO O RAUKAWA 5 Convent Rd, 06 364 5364
SPORTS CLUBS 
EASY-CISE/WALKING GROUP (BODY & SOUL) Joseph 364 6191
EQUESTRIAN HORSE CLUB 364 6181: Horse Trekking club Debbie 
364 6571; Ōtaki Pony Club Paul Pettengell 364 5781 
GAZBOS GOLDEN OLDIES Doug Garrity 364 5886 
HAWAIKINUI TUA RUA KI ŌTAKI (waka ama)  
DeNeen Baker-Underhill 027 404 4697
ŌTAKI ATHLETIC CLUB Kerry Bevan 027 405 6635 
ŌTAKI BOATING CLUB Trevor Hosking 021 642 766
ŌTAKI BOWLING CLUB Paul Selby 927 9015
ŌTAKI CANOE CLUB Jane Bertelsen 364 5302
ŌTAKI DANCE GROUP Barbara Francis 364 7383
ŌTAKI GOLF CLUB 364 8260
ŌTAKI GYMNASTICS CLUB Nancy 027 778 6902 
ŌTAKI INDOOR BOWLING Jane Selby-Paterson 927 9015
ŌTAKI MASTERS SWIMMING CLUB Sonia Coom 04 292 7676
ŌTAKI PETANQUE CLUB Val Clarke 364 5213
ŌTAKI RAILWAY BOWLING CLUB Maureen Beaver 364 0640 
ŌTAKI SPORTS CLUB: TENNIS, SQUASH & SOCCER Hannah 027 327 1179
ŌTAKI SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB Kirsty Doyle 021 102 0058 
RĀHUI FOOTBALL AND SPORTS CLUB Slade Sturmey 021 191 4780. 
Rahui Netball Kylie Gardner 0275 490 985. Junior Rugby Megan 
Qaranivalu 022 165 7649 
TAE KWON DO Jim Babbington 027 530 0443
TAI CHI Gillian Sutherland 04 904 8190 
WHITI TE RA LEAGUE CLUB Kelly Anne Ngatai 027 256 7391
WILD GOOSE QIGONG, CHEN STYLE TAIJIQUAN (TAI CHI) & CHUN 
YUEN (SHAOLIN) QUAN. Sifu Cynthia Shaw 021 613 081.

To list your group, or update contact details, email debbi@idmedia.co.nz 

CHURCHES

Rangiātea 33 Te Rauparaha St, ŌTAKI • 364 6838
Sunday Eucharist: 9am • Church viewing hours, school 
terms: Mon-Fri 9.30am- 1.30pm

St Mary’s Pukekaraka 4 Convent Rd, ŌTAKI Fr Alan Robert 
364 8543 or 021 0822 8926. Sunday mass: 10am. Miha Māori 
Mass, first Sunday. For other masses: otakiandlevincatholic 
parish.nz. 

Anglican Methodist Parish of Ōtaki St Margaret’s, Te Horo. 
All Saints’, Ōtaki. St Andrew’s, Manakau. Co-Ministers: Jessica 
Falconer 021 778 345.  Rev Simon Falconer, 021 857 744
email: ministers@otakianglican.nz Services: 1st and 3rd Sunday of 
each month,  All Saints’, Te Rauparaha St, Ōtaki, at 9.30am. 2nd 
and 4th Sunday of each month, St Margaret’s, School Rd, Te Horo, 
at 9.30am. 5th Sunday to be advised. 
Ōtaki Baptist cnr SH1 & Te Manuao Rd, ŌTAKI
364 8540 or 027 672 7865 otakibaptist.weebly.com  
• Sunday service: 10am

The Hub 157 Tasman Rd, ŌTAKI • Leader Richard Brons 
364-6911 • www.actschurches.com/church-directory/
horowhenua/hub-church/ • Sunday service and Big 
Wednesday service: 10.15am

Ōtaki Presbyterian 249 Mill Rd, ŌTAKI • Rev Peter Jackson 
364 8759 or 021 207 9455 • www.otakiwaikanaechurch.nz 
Sunday service: 11am

COMMUNITY

MEDICAL
Ōtaki Medical Centre 2 Aotaki St, Ōtaki  06 364 
8555 • Monday-Friday: 8.15am-5pm • Saturday: 
9am-noon. After hours. Emergencies: 111
Team Medical, Paraparaumu: AH: 04 297 3000  
Coastlands Shopping Mall. 8am-10pm every day.
Palmerston North Hospital emergencies,  
50 Ruahine St, Palmerston North • 06 356 9169
Healthline for free 24-hour health advice  
0800 611 116
St John Health Shuttle 0800 589 630  
P-pull walk-in Drug advice and support, Birthright 
Centre, every 2nd Thursday 6-8pm.

ŌTAKI POLICE 06 364 7366, cnr Iti and Matene 
Streets, Ōtaki. 
CITIZEN’S ADVICE BUREAU ŌTAKI 
06 364 8664, 0800 367 222. 65a Main St, Ōtaki. 
otaki@cab.org.nz
AROHANUI HOSPICE SHOP 11 Main St, Ōtaki.  
06 929 6603
BIRTHRIGHT OTAKI OPPORTUNITY SHOP 
23 Matene St, Ōtaki. 06 364 5524
COBWEBS OPPORTUNITY SHOP TRUST Main St.
OCEAN VIEW RESIDENTIAL CARE Marine Parade, 
06 364 7399

Progamme helps boys into manhood
What does it mean to be a man? 

Those and other questions about manhood are revealed 
in a national “rite of passage” programme that’s receiving 
support in Ōtaki through a local woman, Andrea Wheatley. 
Andrea, who already runs the Shinegirl programme to 
empower girls at Ōtaki College, is keen to see local boys 
attend the Pathways to Manhood programme in Whananaki, 
in the first week of the April school holidays. 

Pathways to Manhood offers a four-day programme for 
young men aged 13-15 and their father or mentor. It’s held 
in coastal Northland, in a camp village style that creates a 
dynamic, powerful experience to help boys develop into 
“well rounded young men”. 

“More than ever now, teenage boys need mentors,” Andrea 
says. “How are they going to know and appreciate what’s 
ahead of them without proper guidance.

“They need good mentors to help them on that journey. 
Spending time with their father or mentor in this intentional 
environment can really solidify bonds and family values.” 

Sam Ward, a teacher at Ōtaki College who also runs the 
successful Manukura GPS programme for boys at the college, 
agrees. 

““We underestimate how liberating and empowering it is for 
our rangatahi to have someone stand alongside them during 
their journey and believe in them, beyond all doubt,” he says.

The Pathways programme is run by the Essentially Men 
Education Trust. Its programme information says: “When a 
boy is recognised as a young adult through the rite of passage 
framework, he can begin to practise all the relationship 
strategies that will serve him well as a man when he finally 
leaves the parental environment – qualities such as respectful 
behaviour, trustworthiness, responsibility, and honouring 
one’s word.” 

A parallel programme supports mothers to meet their son 
anew as they transition home and beyond into adulthood. 

As with courses such as Outward Bound, there is a 
substantial cost, especially for families struggling financially. 
Andrea is hoping someone might help contribute towards 
sponsoring a local boy to attend with his father or mentor. 

If anyone is keen to attend but finances are an obstacle, 
Andrea says she might be able to help if sponsorship 
becomes available. 
n For more information, contact Andrea on 021 866 010, andrea@

pathwaystomanhood.net or go to www.pathwaystomanhood.co.nz
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HARD #36

Local Electrician  
Tom Mackley

Email or call Tom for a free,  
no-obligation quote today.

sparkytomlimited@gmail.com

027 699 3743

www.sparkytom.co.nz

 HIGH LOW HIGH LOW HIGH
WED 10 FEB - 03:13 09:30 15:43 21:53
THU 11 FEB - 04:02 10:15 16:29 22:39
FRI 12 FEB - 04:45 10:56 17:11 23:20
SAT 13 FEB - 05:25 11:34 17:50 23:57
SUN 14 FEB - 06:02 12:10 18:27 -
MON 15 FEB 00:32 06:38 12:44 19:02 -
TUE 16 FEB 01:06 07:13 13:18 19:37 -
WED 17 FEB 01:40 07:48 13:54 20:13  -
THU 18 FEB 02:17 08:26 14:34 20:52 -
FRI 19 FEB 02:59 09:11 15:19 21:37 -
SAT 20 FEB 03:50 10:06 16:15 22:33 -
SUN 21 FEB 04:56 11:16 17:21 23:43 -
MON 22 FEB 06:14 12:33 18:33 - -
TUE 23 FEB - 01:00 07:28 13:41 19:42
WED 24 FEB - 02:06 08:25 14:36 20:40
THU 25 FEB - 02:57 09:11 15:22 21:27
FRI 26 FEB - 03:41 09:52 16:04 22:10
SAT 27 FEB - 04:21 10:31 16:45 22:52
SUN 28 FEB - 05:01 11:11 17:27 23:32
MON 01 MAR - 05:42 11:51 18:08 -
TUE 02 MAR 00:14 06:23 12:33 18:51 -
WED 03 MAR 00:56 07:07 13:17 19:36 -
THU 04 MAR 01:41 07:54 14:05 20:24 -
FRI 05 MAR 02:30 08:46  14:58 21:17 -
SAT 06 MAR 03:27 09:48 16:01 22:19 -
SUN 07 MAR 04:36 11:02 17:14 23:33 -
MON 08 MAR 06:00 12:24 18:37 - -
TUE 09 MAR - 00:54 07:22 13:40 19:53
WED 10 MAR - 02:05 08:26 14:40 20:53
THU 11 MAR - 03:01 09:16 15:29 21:41
FRI 12 MAR - 03:46 09:57 16:11 22:21

Ōtaki River entrance tides 
February 10 - March 10

metservice.com/marine-surf/tides/otaki-river-entrance
Please note: The actual timing of high and low tide 

might differ from that provided here by LINZ. 
Times are extrapolated from the nearest primary port 

for this location, so please take care.

PROTEKT PEST CONTROL
phone PAUL 06 364 5759 or 027 448 3910

 or Wellington 04 472 9948

ANTI 
ANTS

UNWANTED ANTS 
ARE OUR SPECIALTY!

 Our treatments are guaranteed odourless 
and stain free. We also have solutions to 

control wasps, flies, spiders, cockroaches, 
mosquitoes, silverfish, moths, 

plus rats and mice

BRANCHY’S 
 LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES LTDLANDSCAPE SUPPLIES LTD

TOPSOIL • ORGANIC COMPOST • BUILDER’S 
MIX PEBBLES • BARK • MULCH • DRIVEWAY 

METALS • PAVING SAND 
AND MUCH MORE, CALL IN FOR A LOOK

We do WINZ quotes, we do deliveries.
OPEN Monday-Saturday: 9am-4pm

    join us on Facebook.com/Branchys-Landscape-Supplies-Ltd

9 Titoki Street, Ōtaki 
027 815 5449 yard • 027 321 9924 Nathan

SITUATIONS VACANT                                     

SITUATIONS VACANT
The Elm Court Body Corporate, Ian Peter Way, 
Ōtaki is seeking expressions of interest for an 
“odd-job” person to carry out work in main-
taining our complex on an ‘as and when’ 
required basis. This includes, weeding, 
spraying lawns with weed killer and fertilizer, 
repairing lawns with top soil and lawn seed, 
hedge trimming, fencing repairs, etc. The 
successful applicant will be paid by online 
banking. Contact Adrien Cubitt 021 2060 799. 

CLASSIFIEDS                                     

1. True or False: Wasting less food is a way 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
2.  Which of the following is a 
greenhouse gas? CO2, CH4, water 
vapour, all of the above?
3.  What is the Greenhouse Effect? a. 
The name of climate change legislation 
passed by the US Congress. b. When you 
paint your house green to become an 
environmentalist. c.  When the gases in 
our atmosphere trap heat and block it 
from escaping our planet. d. When you 
build a greenhouse.
4. Which of these are consequences 
associated with climate change? a. The 
ice sheets are declining, glaciers are in 
retreat globally, and our oceans are more 
acidic than ever. b. Surface temperatures 
are setting new heat records about 
each year. c. More extreme weather like 
droughts, heat waves, and hurricanes. 
d. Global sea levels are rising at an 
alarmingly fast rate – 17cm in the last 
century alone and going higher. e. All of 
the above.
5. What can you do to help fight 
climate change? a. Divest from fossil 
fuel companies. b. Engage yourself in 
the science behind climate change. c. 
Vote for political candidates who will 
advocate for climate-related legislation 
and policy improvements. d. All of the 
above.

6.  True or False: The overwhelming 
majority of scientists agree that climate 
change is real and caused by humans. 
7.  What was agreed to in the Paris 
Agreement that came out of COP-21, 
held in Paris in 2015? a. To protect 
biodiversity and end the deforestation 
of the world’s rainforests. b. To keep 
global temperature rise well below 2C 
pre-industrial levels and to pursue a 
path to limit warming to 1.5C. c. To limit 
sea level rise to a metre above current 
levels. d. To pursue a goal of 100% clean, 
renewable energy.
8. Which of these countries emits the 
most carbon dioxide? China. USA. UK. 
Russia.
9.  What percentage of the global 
greenhouse gas emissions does the 
transportation sector emit? a. 1%. b. 
14%. c. 33%. d.  70%.
10. Globally, which of the following 
economic sectors emits the largest 
percentage of greenhouse gas emissions?
Transportation. Buildings. Industry. 
Electricity and heat production.
11. By how much has the average 
global temperature risen since 1880 
(in Fahrenheit)? a. 0.5 degrees. b. 1.69 
degrees. c. 5 degrees
 Source: earthday.org

(Answers at right)

CROSSWORD  #1793 Crossword solution right SUDOKU PUZZLES www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz 
Use logic and process of elimination to fill in the blank cells using the 
numbers 1 through 9. Each number can appear only once in each 
row, column and 3x3 block. Puzzle solution page 2.  

CLASSIFIEDS

CLIMATE CHANGE  QUIZ

SUDOKU ANSWERS HARD #36

ACROSS
1. Game in which NZ’s 
Nigel Richards is a five-time 
world champion (8)
7. Concede (5)
8. Respect, reverence (9)
9. Total (3)
10. Always (4)
11. Over-familiar, outdated 
(3-3)
13. Seldom (6)
14. Layer (6)
17/18. Third most capped 
All Black (6,4)
20. Anger (3)
22. Stress (9)
23. Happen again (5)
24. Now obsolete form of 
message (8)

DOWN
1. Range of beer made by 
McCashin’s Brewery (5)
2. Game animals introduced 
in the 1850s (3,4)
3. Finest (4)
4. Friendless (6)
5. Creature (5)
6. Determined (7)
7. The NZ answer to many 
questions (4,3)
12. Railway carriage (7)
13. Most southerly national 
park (7)
15. First in order or 
importance (7)
16. Bird introduced from 
Australia in 1860s (6)
17. Sailing vessel (5)
19. Reverie (5)
21. Lose colour (4) 
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How much do you know about the world’s greatest 
threat? We’re talking, of course, about climate change.
Test your knowledge with our quiz.

CLIMATE CHANGE QUIZ ANSWERS 1. True. More than 
a third of food produced globally never makes it to the 
table. Some of this wasted food spoils  in transit, while 
consumers throw some of this food out. During the 
production, harvesting, transporting, and packaging 
of the wasted food, more than 3.3 billion tonnes of 
carbon dioxide is emitted.
2. All of the above. Greenhouse gases may be a result 
of natural occurrence or human activity. These gases 
include water vapour, carbon dioxide, methane, 
nitrous oxide, and ozone. Fluorinated gases are also 
considered to be greenhouse gases.
3. c. The Earth receives solar radiation from the Sun. 
Passing through the atmosphere, some radiation is 
absorbed by the Earth, while some is reflected back to 
space. When the exchange of incoming and outgoing 
radiation occurs, some of the radiation becomes 
trapped by gases in the atmosphere. This creates a 
“greenhouse” effect and warms the planet.
4. e. All of these are problems associated with climate 
change. The majority of scientists agree that many 
of these effects are caused by human contribution 
to the Greenhouse Effect. Extreme weather events, 
droughts, heat waves, and rising sea levels will have 
devastating effects on the world’s poorest countries 
and communities.
5. d. Along with these important steps that can be 
taken to help fight climate change, we also suggest 
adding your voice to the issues surrounding the 
climate debate, investing in clean energy companies, 
holding  yourself accountable for your actions and 
being aware of your impact on the planet, and 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions in your daily life.
6. True. Studies show that 97 percent (or more) of 
climate scientists who are actively publishing agree 
that climate change is likely due to human activity.  
Nearly 200 scientific organisations across the globe 
have issued statements that publicly endorse this view.
7. b. The Paris Agreement aims to keep the overall 
increase in global temperatures below 2 degrees Celsius, 
with the hope of limiting it to 1.5 degrees Celsius. 
Scientists believe that these are the largest increases in 
global temperature that we could experience without 
causing catastrophic change to the Earth’s climate.
8. According to the EPA, China is currently the top 
emitter of carbon dioxide, accounting for 30% of global 
carbon emissions. The United States ranks as the 
second top emitter at 15%.
9. b. The transportation sector emits 14% of global 
greenhouse gas emissions. Most of this involves 
fossil fuels burned for road, rail, air, and marine 
transportation, since petroleum-based fuels (ie 
gasoline and diesel) account for almost all of the 
world’s transportation energy.
10. The electricity and heat production sector emits 
the largest percentage of global greenhouse gas 
emissions at 25%. Agriculture, forestry, and other land 
use sector is a close second at 24%.
11. b. The average global temperature has risen by 
1.69 degrees F (0.94 degrees C) since the 20th century 
with more significant warming towards the poles than 
in the equatorial region.
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The Ōtaki Promotions Group thanks all sponsors, supporters and volunteers 
who helped make the Ōtaki Kite Festival 2021 the fabulous event it was.

SPONSORS AND 
SUPPORTERS
Kāpiti Coast District Council
NZ Kite Flyers Assn members
Ōtaki Surf Life Saving Club 
Envirowaste
Harcourts Ōtaki
Tall Poppy Ōtaki
Ōtaki Today
RiverStone Cafe 
Ōtaki Community Patrol
Ōtaki Lions Club
Otaki Scouts Group
Ōtaki Waka Hoe 
Ōtaki Mail
Te Kura-a-iwi o Whakatupurangi 
Rua Mano
The Soap Box
Professionals Ōtaki, Double 
  Winkel Real Estate
Rahui Junior Rugby

Riverslea Retreat
The Tele
Māoriland Film Festival
Ōtaki College, Manukura GPS
Trevor Hunter
Shane Matthews
Carl Lutz
Robert Sims
Higgins, Traffic
Fletchers
  Construction Ltd

VOLUNTEERS
Audrey & Jon 
Grundy
Barbara Franks
Barbara Aires
Basia Arnold
Brian Henderson
Carolyn Graham
Dale & Bruce Davey
David Smith

Deb Shannon
Deb Hunnewell
Fay Te Kira
Gina Marie Aburn

Graeme & Michelle 
Peter
Helen Walch
Ian Carson
Inanga Rose
Jackie Sutton
Jenny and Neil  
  Gordon
Jenny and Pete 
  Askwith

Judith Millar
Julie & Don Sperring
Kerry Bevan
Lesley and Malcolm Wicks
Maggie Peace
Mathew Lochhead
Maureen Owen

Michelle McGrath
Pat Futter
Pete Heald
Pip Van der Mespel
Robert Lochhead
Sandy Murray
Stephanie Tidman
Stephen McPhail
Tania Te Kira
Theo McGiven
Tracey Bentall

ŌTAKI KITE FESTIVAL TEAM
Cam Butler
Carol Ward
Kirsty Doyle
Katie Miles
Lynne Corkin
Gavin Case
Jonah Pritchard
Barbara Franks
Roger Ward

AT THE KITES
ABOVE: Many visitors took a paddle or 
swim in the water to keep cool during 
the scorching weekend.
FAR RIGHT: The Biggest Little Circus 
was an entertainment hit.
RIGHT: Te Akauroa Jacob was just one 
of many volunteers helping out. He was 
part of a waka ama group whose work 
brought in fundraising dollars paid 
by kite festival organisers, the Ōtaki 
Promotions Group.
BELOW: The kids loved running 
through the kite train, a feature of the 
on-beach activities at the 2020 Ōtaki 
Kite Festival.

Photos Ian Carson
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Bright future for 
young swim Titans
Two recent weekends of regional competitions 
have confirmed local swimmers Riley Cohen 
and Neveah Gardner as rising stars.

The pair took a clutch of medals at the Wellington 
region swim meeting in Kilbirnie on January 
30-31, and at the Manawatū age group meeting in 
Palmerston North on February 6-7.

Neveah, 12, won five medals in her age-group 
events at the Palmerston North championships, 
winning three silver (50m and 100m backstroke, 
and 50m butterfly) and two bronze (100m and 
50m freestyle), competing against the best in the 
Manawatū region.

Riley, also 12, won a bronze in the 100m 
butterfly. It was at the Wellington meeting the 
weekend before, however, where Riley starred. 

Swim New Zealand had introduced a new event 
to inject more fun into swimming meetings – a 50m 
kick board race. It’s essentially competing with a 
flutter board, using the legs to propel the swimmer 
through the water. Its success in Wellington is likely 
to lead to it being a regular event on the swimming 
calendar.

Riley won the event for 12-year-old boys; Neveah 
received a bronze in her group.

Riley’s mother, Renee Cohen, says the win was a 
surprise.

“We knew he was a good swimmer, and Seuga 
said he would do well, but the win was out of 

the blue,” Renee says. “Obviously kicking is an 
important part of swimming, but this just showed 
how strong Riley is in the legs.”

Seuga Frost is the head coach of the Ōtaki swim 
club, the Titans. She’s been in the role for the past 
three years, along with a junior assistant coach and 
a learn-to-swim coach.

Seuga says Neveah and Riley have a bright future.
“They’re currently near the top of their age 

group,” she says. “There’s a big commitment with 
swimming – training in the early morning, in the 
evening and at weekends. 

“If they stay committed, they’ll do well.”
Other swimmers with the Titans also have 

promising futures. Neveah’s younger brother, 
Kupa, 10, just missed out on medals in the highly 
competitive 10-year-olds group at Palmerston 
North, and Georgio Bevan, 12, and Samantha 
Baillie, 10, attained personal best times. Another 
star, Penny Tulloch, 12, had a personal best 
in Wellington but was not able to compete in 
Palmerston North.

 

STARS: Riley Cohen and Neveah Gardner (at right), 
both aged 12, at the Manawatū age group swim 

competition in Palmerston North on February 6-7. 
Photo Renee Cohen

SAM DOYLE
KOHI PŪTEA
MATCH
RĀHUI VS
FREYBERG

SATURDAY 13 MARCH,
ŌTAKI DOMAIN - 2:45PM

Koha /donat ion  entry

to  the  ground

Auc t i on  t o  be  he ld

du r i ng  the  a f t e rmatch  


