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What should my Child wear?

As children become involved in water play, the sandpit, painting etc it is advised that 
children wear suitable, named clothing so that they can participate in all activities. 
Always use cold water to wash paint marks off  clothing as hot water will set the paint 
into the clothing.

Please pack a spare full change of clothes including a jersey and a sunhat for the 
summer months.

Is there a place for my Child’s belongings?

Each child is issued their own named cubby space. This is for storing their backpack 
and jacket etc.

What if my Child still wears nappies?

Parents are required to provide their own nappies. It is advised that at least 4 nappies 
be packed in their bag each day. Any unused nappies will remain in their backpack. 
We provide wet wipes and powder.

What if my Child is sick?

It is important that you do not bring your child to childcare if they are sick or feeling 
unwell. Children with a high temperature, vomiting, diarrhoea or an infectious disease 
are not permitted to stay at childcare.

If your child has recently had a tummy bug and has been vomitting, it is best they stay 
at home for at least 48 hours. It is important to follow this policy, to avoid spreading 
sickness to other children and staff .

Can my Child sleep at Childcare?

We have a sleep room and cots for children to use at nap time. We ensure that all 
sleeping children are monitored.

What can I do if I have any concerns?

If you are worried about any aspect of your child’s invovlement at Childcare please feel 
free to talk to the Head Teacher or Childcare Administrator.
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Te Whāriki

Te Whāriki is the Ministry of Education’s early childhood curriculum policy statement.
It is a framework for providing children’s early learning and development within a 
socio-cultural context.

It emphasises the learning partnership between teachers, parents, and whanau. 
Teachers weave a holistic curriculum in response to children’s learning and 
development in the early childhood setting and the wider context of the child’s world.

Our teachers observe the children and let the children’s interests guide the way. A 
strong focus on numeracy and literacy is followed daily as well as other activities 
relating to science, maths, creativity and te reo. 

If you have any questions about our curriculum please speak to one of our teachers.

Feedback on your Child’s development

All children attending regularly will be observed by our teachers. Our teachers will 
discover your child’s special interests and preferences of learning to nuture your child’s 
development. These observations will be recorded in their individual profi le book. 
Parents are encouraged to provide feedback and contribute to their child’s profi le 
book. We hold a profi le night twice a year where parents can come with their children 
to discuss their development.

Excursions

As part of our Curriculum we will be taking regular excursions to interesting places. 
Prior to all excursions a permission note will be sent home with your child for you to 
sign. Our supervisor to child ratio is 1:4 unless near water when it is 1:2.
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We welcome you and your whanau to Porirua Whanau Centre Childcare.

The Childcare is Operated by Porirua Whanau Centre Trust Services. We cater for 
children from 3 months to fi ve years and follow Te Whaariki, the early childhood 
curriculum.

Our programme includes a wide range of activities designed to encourage creative 
problem solving skills, maths, pre-reading and language skills, science and nature 
activites as well as music, drama, art, technology and construction.

Observations and photos are compiled for each child. These form the basis of 
educational development plans for each child and group programme planning for the 
childcare.

We Hope that this information booklet answers many of your questions. if you do have 
any further questions or would like further clarity on any issues, please feel free to ask 
our staff .
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Our Childcare is run by trained and qualifi ed staff . The childcare has a Management 
Committee which meets twice a month. This committee is responsible for the 
operation and development of the childcare.

Liz Kelly

Licensee 
CEO

Michelle Collins

Business Manager

Jessica Te Huia - Under 2’s Head Teacher
I am very passionate about working with and educating children of 
all ages, and their whanau, as well as advocating for the rights of 
children. 



Pae Aupaau - Over 2’s Head Teacher

I believe children are a precious gift and feel privilidged to be able 
to work with them celebrating their individuality. I enjoy all aspects 
of my work and greatly enjoy being part of the team.

Setani Feaunti - ECE Senior Teacher

I believe in providing cultural awareness and engaging whanau in 
the child’s development. This has a strong infl uence on the child’s 
pathway to learning.

Fuafetii Fa’atau - ECE Teacher

I believe our children are our taonga, and as their teacher I wish to 
try and fulfi ll, help, support and encourage our children to learn and 
gain knowledge from a holistic approach.

Lano Isaako - ECE Teacher
I am passionate about providing quality early childhood care and 
education for our community of learners. I feel privileged working 
alongside a fantastic team of committed professionals.
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Mile Eni - Support Staff 

I enjoy the team environment in early childhood where all the 
teachers bring talents and strengths to share together to enhance 
the children’s learning.

Anu Isaako - ECE Teacher 

believe all children deserve the best quality education in their 
fi rst vital years of their lives. We are fi rst to make that diff erence 
alongside the families and community.

Sharnara Brown - Support Staff 

Sharnara is a support teacher. She has been working in childcare 
within the Porirua area for a number of years. Sharnara loves 
working with our children to help them achieve their goals.  
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8:00am Sign in Children

 Free play while children arrive

10:00am Morning Tea

10:30am Music Time

 exciting music programme involving 
singing, dancing and instruments.

11:00am Curriculum

12:00pm Lunch Time

12:30 - 1:30pm Nap Time

2:00pm Mat Time

2:30pm Free Play

3:00pm Children begin leaving

4:30pm Childcare Closes
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Our teaching philosophy at Porirua Whanau Centre Childcare is based on a holistic 
approach to learning. Which is founded on principles and goals in Te Whariki: The 
Early Childhood Curriculum and Ka Hikitia.

We believe each child should be treated and respected as a whole person, mind, body 
and spirit. We believe that it is our responsibility to provide each child with sensitive 
and informed guidance, interventions and support.

We recognize the Treaty of Waitangi as a partnership for all people of New Zealand. 
We will endeavor to provide equal opportunities for all children, that they be affi  rmed 
as individuals.

We acknowledge child’s play as meaningful learning. The importance of spontaneous 
play helps children gain confi dence in themselves.

Children’s health will be promoted and their emotional well-being nurtured 
through relationships and interactions that are responsive, reciprocal, positive and 
encouraging.

We endeavor to provide a safe and inviting environment for the children to utilise, 
explore and understand their own learning style, with guidance from qualifi ed staff .

We provide an open door policy where parents and whanau are welcome to discuss 
concerns and to participate in decision making concerning their child.

Our Focus

Our Focus is to provide a warm, caring, sensitive environment for children to learn 
and grow as individuals. To promote and extend the learning and development of each 
child through quality early childhood education and care.

Our Vision

Our vision is to enchance children’s self-awarness, so they may grow up as capable, 
competent learners and communicators. We strive to empower children as valued 
contributors to society.  
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Fees

Our hourly rate is $4.60 per child. You can apply for a WINZ subsidy. We have Work 
and Income within our Porirua Whanau Centre on Thursdays. 
Please see reception if you need to make an appointment.

Invoices are sent out weekly in the mail. Please note you will be charged in full for 
your child’s fees if they are sick or on holiday on their enrolled day.

Payment can be made in cash to reception or via direct debit using our bank details.
(Please use your child’s name as the reference)

Bank Branch: Westpac, Porirua
Account Name: Whanau Centre Early Childcare
Account Number: 03 0547 0311419 00

Outstanding accounts may result in your child being unable to attend until the 
account is paid in full or arrangements are made with management.

ECE 20

All 3 -4 Year olds are eligible for 20 hours free childhood education. Children 
exceeding 20 hours with incur a fee.
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Childcare Hours

We are open from 8:00am - 4:30pm, Monday to Friday. We are not open on any 
statutory days and close for 2 weeks over christmas.

Signing In and Signing Out

When you arrive with your child you will need to sign-in on the attendance roll at the 
offi  ce window and sign-out when you leave. Please note this is a legal requirement by 
Ministry of Education.

Van Service

We have a Van that can pick up children in the area. The van can cater to a maximum 
of 10 children. Every three months the roll is revised. If you would like to go on the 
waiting list please speak to the administrator.

Induction Policy

Parents are encouraged to stay during the fi rst stages of transition, until their child 
is settled into an activity or happy with the teacher. This includes a 3 day induction 
period, with your child starting the following week.
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