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The issue 

 Boys are significantly underachieving at school: leaving much earlier, at a faster rate 

than girls, and with lower qualification levels.  This reduces their life chances as they 

face a lack of employment and other opportunities as they develop 

 The issue is magnified for Maori and Pasifika boys, and strongly correlated with 

material disadvantage 

 

The opportunity: 

 A route to education and employment for each and every participating child, 

regardless of their family’s social or financial circumstances  

 The common things seen as effective are wrap-around support for boys that focuses 

on school attachment and the learning environment, as well as broader life skills 

 Best done by leveraging an existing community programme or school initiative 

 

Who does this in Wellington? 

 There isn’t an organisation in the Wellington region focussing on this issue 

 While there are mentoring schemes aimed at fatherless boys, these are not directed 

at the educational and other skills needed for success 

 But there are successful programmes operating in other parts of the country that 

could be extended here with the right support and encouragement 

 

What would it take to make a start on this?  

 Open up a dialogue with local schools on what the nature and scale of the issue, and 

the appetite for addressing it 

 Similarly, a dialogue with key funders and providers of programmes that work 

alongside vulnerable boys in other parts of the country on what they have learnt and 

how they marshalled resources 

 

What would it mean for Rotary? 

 We can bring skills in management and engagement/organsation 

 We can provide the seed capital to give the programme a kick start – the ongoing 

operation would needs substantial cash to make even a small splash – so teaming 

up with wider philanthropy required 

 Needs a region wide approach – the areas of material disadvantage are scattered 

across a number of Wellington communities 

 We have a history of establishing organisations to focus on unmet needs 

 We need a small team who want to make a difference and transform the life chances 

of vulnerable boys  

 

 


