
 

   

 

 

From time to time the Rotary Club of Wellington appoints Honorary Members to 

recognise a long life of service, often with the person having achieved a high office. 

In 2008 we invited someone who had not yet achieved such distinction – the new, 

young, and slightly controversial member of Parliament for Wellington Central. As 

a member of Rotary, Grant has made significant contributions to our projects to 

drive positive social change in Wellington and beyond.  

We now know of Grant as the omnipotent Minister of Finance. We have been proud 

to see him stand alongside the Prime Minister and the Director General of Health, 

as they led us through the unfolding crisis of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Grant came to this prominence through a series of ever more influential positions 

whereby he could serve his community and his country. 

We recognise in Grant a man who grew up in a Presbyterian church family in 

Dunedin, where his upbringing formed both his core values and his musical taste. 

As President of Otago University Students Association, Grant was responsible for 

the Student Radio station. He managed a punk rock crossover band and developed 

an abiding love of the Dunedin music scene. Now he serves as the Associate 

Minister of Arts, Culture and Heritage, and has achieved his lifetime ambition to 

play the Mixtape on Radio New Zealand. 

From Otago Grant went to work for Foreign Affairs, he was posted to the United 

Nations in New York, then he became an Advisor (H3) to Helen Clark when she was 

Prime Minister. He then went back to Otago University in a business development 

role. Grant’s belief in social justice and a desire to see every New Zealander achieve 

their potential led him to politics, and eventually to Parliament in 2008.  



As MP for Wellington Central in 2008, and as a member of Rotary, Grant spoke at 

our Rotary Forums over eight years. He pitched provocations and disruptions, and 

his dreams for the people of Wellington. He told the story of one of his constituents 

who was struggling with mental health issues, who was having trouble navigating 

the services and requirements of the public sector and of the city. Grant exhorted 

us to fight against people being excluded. He talked of his dream for Wellington to 

be ‘’the opposite of loneliness”, a phrase that has stayed with many of us for a long 

time. 

At the political level, Grant has shown courage and passion in developing and 

embedding the wellbeing approach to both policy making and identification of 

priorities for expenditure. He has overseen the integration of the wellbeing from a 

central government and local government perspectives and recognised the 

additional value from an indigenous approach to wellbeing.  

Grant talks about the Presbyterian values of being your brother’s keeper, caring for 

the less well off, and working hard. These are at the core of who he is. He quotes a 

song called “Look for the Good in Others and They’ll see the Good in you”. That 

good is what we see in you, Grant. 

Grant Robertson, we are pleased to honour you as a Paul Harris Fellow. 

 


