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GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE
February – Peace & Conflict, Prevention/ Resolution Month

Join our facebook group for all things
Rotary happening in your area.

Rotary District 9940

Welcome back to you all… I hope 
you are refreshed and ready to make 
a difference in your communities.

I am pleased to announce that the District 
9940/9970 joint conference registration site 
is now up and ready to receive 
your registrations. Please go to 
www.conference.riccartonrotary.org.nz 

The site will give you a list of what is 
planned for our conference. I strongly 
urge you to register early so not to be 
disappointed. Our own district Wine 
Appreciation Fellowship has a special 
day planned for the Sunday which is an 
optional extra to what has been organised 
for the conference.

A few changes in my life, with me starting 
back at work just before Christmas, it’s 
been really nice to be back at work doing 
what I have always loved to do… helping 
people.

Our district RYLA course has now been 
completed, with a great group of young 
people more inspired than ever before. 
These young leaders are the future of our 
organisation. When you watch them in 
action you can’t help but be inspired and 
impressed by them.

We have the visit of our Rotary International 
Board Director Gullier Tumangan visiting 
our district from 22nd February to 24th 
February. It is a great opportunity for us to 
spend time with a member of the Rotary 
International Board, so we can discuss how 
we would like Rotary to look in the future. 
Gullier will be free to visit any projects that 
your clubs are doing while he is here in 
Wellington. May I suggest you email your 
Assistant Governors to ensure that we can 
get him to as many locations as possible 
while he is here.

If you would like to join us for dinner we 
have two functions organised. Monday 
22nd February with Rotary  Mt Victoria, 

please contact Mark Chiu if you would 
like to attend: mc@chiucainlaw.co.nz 
The second opportunity for you to join 
Gullier is on Tuesday 23rd February with 
the Wine Appreciation Fellowship  who 
will be having a function at the Cobar 
Restaurant in Eastbourne. Please contact 
Trish Brown for more details on this: 
trish.brown@boltonhotel.co.nz 

I would like to thank all the clubs and 
Rotarians who made me feel special during 
my club visits during 2015. The second 
part of my term, is to ensure that I do the 
12 cluster visits. I have attended my first 
Cluster visit with the Rangitikei group at 
Awastone. A beautiful night and a most 
relaxing time. I would encourage you to all 
set your plans for my cluster visits well in 
advance as I have some commitments for 
the next six months occurring already.

Please remember I am here to serve you 
and if there is anything I can do to assist 
you or your club, please email me 
anytime. E:simon@funeral-link.co.nz  

 MAY 6TH, 7TH, AND 8TH 2016

COMBINED DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

NELSON

REGISTRATIONS ARE NOW OPEN FOR OUR

It is over to us!
Today’s youth: Tomorrow’s Rotary

www.conference.riccartonrotary.org.nz
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THE ROTARY FOUNDATION IS TURNING 100

History of the Rotary Foundation
At the 1917 convention, outgoing RI 
President Arch C. Klumph proposed to 
set up an endowment “for the purpose 
of doing good in the world.” In 1928, it 
was renamed The Rotary Foundation, 
and it became a distinct entity within 
Rotary International.

Growth of the Foundation
In 1929, the Foundation made its first gift 
of $500 to the International Society for 
Crippled Children. The organization, created 
by Rotarian Edgar F. “Daddy” Allen, later 
grew into Easter Seals.

When Rotary founder Paul Harris died in 
1947, contributions began pouring in to 
Rotary International, and the Paul Harris 
Memorial Fund was created to build the 
Foundation.

Evolution of Foundation programs
1947: The Foundation established its first 
program, Fellowships for Advance Study, 
later known as Ambassadorial Scholarships.

1965-66: Three programs were launched: 
Group Study Exchange, Awards for 
Technical Training, and Grants for Activities 
in Keeping with the Objective of The Rotary 
Foundation, which was later called 
Matching Grants.

1978: Rotary introduced the Health, 
Hunger and Humanity (3-H) Grants. The 
first 3-H Grant funded a project to immunize 
6 million Philippine children against polio.

1985: The PolioPlus program was launched 
to eradicate polio worldwide.

1987-88: The first peace forums were held, 
leading to Rotary Peace Fellowships.

2013: New district, global, and packaged 
grants enable Rotarians around the world to 
respond to the world’s greatest needs.

Since the first donation of $26.50 in 1917, 
the Foundation has received contributions 
totalling more than $1 billion.

Plan now to celebrate the centennial year

District Governor Simon Manning 
at the “Tree of  Joy’ a project 

by the Rotary Club of  Hutt City.
From the 14th to 24th December 

2015 they collected 1754 presents 
which were distributed 

to ten charities.
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2017  ROTARY PEACE FELLOWSHIP
The 2017 Rotary Peace Fellowship is now 
available online! We encourage you to 
promote the fellowship and have our 
district endorse qualified applicants who 
are dedicated to promoting peace.

Important reminders about the peace 
fellowship:
1. Districts are not responsible for funding 
applicants. Your district can endorse as 
many candidates as deemed qualified at 
no cost.

2. 31 May 2016 District Deadline
a. Applicants must submit their 
   application to the district by 31 
   May to seek endorsement.

b. Districts must interview and submit   
    their endorsement forms to The 
    Rotary Foundation by 1 July 2016.

c. Applicants can choose to apply online    
   or with the PDF application. Both can   
   be located on the website. 

Additional resources include:
1. Rotarian Program Guide to the Rotary  
Peace Fellowship

2. Rotary Peace Centers Brochure

3. Rotary Peace Centers Programmatic 
Webinar (English only):
https://vimeo.com/147646382

By working together to recruit and select 
highly qualified candidates for the 2017 
Rotary Peace Fellowship, we continue 
to build peace and work towards conflict 
prevention and resolution in our world.

Enquires contact
Marion Cowden
District Scholarship Chair
M: 021-142-7993
E: marioncowden@clear.net.nz

I’ve had some fabulous opportunities through Rotary, but 

the most important thing is that these opportunities are 

there for all young people – you simply need to ask.”  So 

says a young Rotarian.  The hot topic in clubs is how to 

interest young professionals in joining Rotary so the Club 

Confidential feature in the February Rotary Down Under 

magazine will be keenly read!  

If you have an article you would considered for a future 

issue please email 
berylrobinson@rotarydownunder.co.nz 

(Cover Picture RDU February 2016)

Rotary Down Under
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H20 COLLABORATION BOOSTS SANITATION 
Rotary has worked with the U.S. Agency 
for International Development (USAID), 
government agencies, and other partners 
to help provide more than 80 percent of 
Ghana’s people with clean water and to 
eradicate Guinea worm disease. But only 
about 14 percent of Ghanaians have safe 
sanitation facilities.

The International H20 Collaboration, a 
partnership between Rotary and USAID, 
is working to alleviate the problem. The 
collaboration has provided 57 boreholes, 
20 wells, latrines to more than 40 public 
schools, three public toilet and shower-block 
units, and three mechanized water supply 
and distribution systems, along with
 promoting hygiene education.

Now in its second phase, the effort has 
committed more than $4 million each to 

projects in Ghana, the Dominican Republic, 
the Philippines, and Uganda.

Rolling out water by the barrel In rural South 
Africa, clean water doesn’t come with the 
twist of a tap. On average, women spend 
four to six hours a day collecting and 
transporting water to supply their family’s 
daily need.

The Rotary Club of Gibsons, British 
Columbia, Canada, provided 50 Hippo 
Water Rollers to a village in South Africa. 
The barrel-shaped device holds 25 gallons 
of water — enough to meet five peoples 
daily needs — and can be pushed like a 
lawn mower back and forth from water 
sources.

The device also prevents the need for 
carrying heavy 5-gallon buckets on the 

head, which can result in injuries over 
time. And it reduces the number of trips
to collect water, giving women and children 
more time to pursue educational and 
economic opportunities.

“It’s a simple flick-of-the-switch technology 
that frees women from the daily chore of 
hauling water for their households.”
— Luke Vostermans, member, Rotary Club of Gibsons,  

British  Columbia, Canada

Photos: Women in a village in South Africa use 
Hippo Water Rollers to transport clean drinking 
water to their homes.

A young girl bathes using a single gallon of 
clean water.

WORLD’S 
GREATEST MEAL 

RESULTS

	  

Events 2146

Countries 71

Participants Worldwide 125,000

Funds Raised $USD 1,701,174-30 

with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 

$USD 5,130,522-90

Polio Vaccinations 8,550,000



05 9940  District Governor’s Newsletter | February 2016

SHELTERBOX UPDATE JANUARY 2016
A Happy New Year to all fellow Rotarians 
in District 9940 for 2016

Last year peoples lives in 15 different 
disasters worldwide were left homeless. 
But the privilege of ShelterBox Disaster 
Relief was able to meet their need either 
with a ShelterBox or ShelterKit . The new 
modified Kit provides fewer elements 
than the ‘Box’ but has all the essentials 
necessary to help them rebuild their lives.

District 9940
Over the past year we have seen many 
Rotary Clubs participate in fundraising 
events which not only creates an awareness 
of ShelterBox but also in some instances 
creates opportunities for new club 
membership. 

Some of the Clubs that have specifically 
requested a Box for Display have been 
Johnsonville (Mall), Porirua (Mall), Kapiti 
(food Fair), and South Wairarapa (Christmas 
Parade) and Levin (Mens Shed Day Out). 

In Otaki this past year both Derik Chisholm 
& I have visited all the four local Schools. 
Children had become involved with 
ShelterBox as a Disaster Relief Agency 
within their carriculim because a video had 
previously been played in class. With the 
tent erected every class in the school was 
able to participate in a demonstration of 
all components within the ShelterBox. The 
item that brought most attention was the 
water purifying tablets. Knowing that water 
was purified ready for drinking once it had 
turned yellow. Each School held their own 
fundraiser mostly gold coin trails. Otaki 
managed to spell Nepal in a copper trail, 
Te Horo sold apples and loom bands, 
Waitohu a film afternoon one day. Funds 
raised for the ShelterBox were matched 
dollar for dollar by the Otaki Rotary Club 
and certificates were presented to 
members of the Schools after the final 
presentation. The sponsored box was 
No. 1808 and was sent to the Cameroons.

Interact 
With the first Interact Club having been 
formed at Otaki College fellow Rotarians 
have been closely affiliated in its 
conception. They too wish to raise funds 
for a ShelterBox. Firstly it was the erection 
of the tent and the selling of cup cakes 
for afternoon tea, this was followed by a 
quiz evening at the College Hall. This 
community event was all but a sell out 
and they also raised enough funds for 
the purchase of a box. Congratulations 
students for the community spirit you 
have created.

As Coordinator for District 9940 please do 
not hesitate to contact me re the loan of a 
box or any matter relating to ShelterBox. 

Warren Irving
E: warren@polystyrene-products.com
M: 021-656-477 

 For anyone in District 9940 wanting 

to use stickers to promote Rotary.

0800 Thank You round stickers and

Proud to be a Rotarian stickers

Contact: 021 427 232

 joannaandchristopher@gmail.com

ROTARY STICKERS
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I N V I T A T I O N
Wine Appreciation Dinner

The Wine Appreciation Fellowship of 9940 extends an invitation for 
you to join us at a special dinner where we are hosting Rotary 
International Director Gullier and his wife while they are visiting 
our District.
 

Date: 23 February 2016
 
We will be travelling by ferry at 7pm from Wellington 
to Eastbourne for a 7.30pm dinner reservation, 
with a shuttle returning us to Wellington later 
in the evening.
 
The cost of the dinner and wine will be 
$95.00 and payable on the night.

(Ferry transport and shuttle are optional extras 
and not included in the $95)

Please RSVP by Friday 19th February to 
trish.brown@boltonhotel.co.nz
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POLIO ERADICATION – IS  2016  THE YEAR 
It’s difficult to make predictions, especially 
about the future. It’s especially dangerous to try 
to predict the behavior of infectious diseases, 
when small unpredictabilities in climate or trade 
or the behavior of governments can bring a 
problem that we thought was handled, roaring 
back to life.

But as 2016 opens, it is fair to say that the 
disease public health experts are pinning 
their hopes on, the one that might truly be 
handled this year, polio. There were fewer 
cases last year than ever in history: 70 wild-
type cases, and 26 cases caused by mutation 
in the weakened virus that makes up one of the 
vaccines, compared to 341 wild-type infections 
and 51 vaccine-derived ones the year before. 
Moreover, those wild natural infections were in 
just two countries, Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
and the vaccine-derived cases were in five. The 
noose is tightening.

The most that health authorities can hope 
for this year is to end transmission of polio. 
The ultimate goal is eradication, which has 
happened for one human disease, smallpox. 
To declare a disease eradicated requires that 
the entire world go three years without a case 
being recorded. If there are no polio cases in 
2016, eradication might be achieved by the end 
of 2018.

Which would make for nice round numbers, 
because the polio eradication campaign began 
in 1988. It is safe to say that no one expected 
it would take anywhere near this long; the 
smallpox eradication campaign, which inspired 
the polio effort, reached its goal in 15 years.

Smallpox was declared eradicated in 1980, so 
long ago that most people have no knowledge 
of how devastating a disease it was.

In the same way, we’ve forgotten how 
difficult it is to conduct an eradication 
campaign. Smallpox was the first campaign 
that succeeded, but it was the fifth one that 
global authorities attempted. In its success, 
it demonstrated what any future campaign 
would need: not just a vaccine that civilians 
could administer, but an easy-to-access lab 
network, granular surveillance, political support, 
huge numbers of volunteers, and lots and lots 
of money.

But now, at last, the end does look in sight.  
Director of Polio Plus program at Rotary 
International — which since 1988 has lent 
millions of volunteers and more than a billion 
dollars to the eradication campaign.

We are getting closer, We have only two 
endemic countries left. Of the three types of 
the virus, type 2 was certified eradicated in 
September, and there have been no type 3 
cases globally for three years. And Pakistan 
and Afghanistan have goals to interrupt 
transmission internally in May 2016.

The diminishment of wild polio paradoxically 
creates greater vulnerability to vaccine-derived 
polio, which happens when the weakened 
live virus used in the oral vaccine mutates 
back to the virulence of the wild type. The 
only means of defusing that threat is to deploy 
the killed-virus injectable vaccine, which is 
widely used in the West but until recently 
was considered too expensive and complex 
to deliver in the global south.

To begin the transition, countries that still use 
the oral vaccine have agreed to give one dose 
of the injectable as part of routine childhood 
immunizations for other diseases. That should 
strengthen childrens immune reactions to 
polio, so that the reversion to wild type — 
which occurs as the weakened virus replicates 
in the gut — does not take place.

In the smallpox campaign, when eradicators 
thought they were almost done, there was a 
freak weather event—the worst floods that 
Bangladesh had experienced in 50 years—that 
triggered an internal migration and redistributed 
the disease. 

Polio is just as vulnerable to last-minute 
disruptions, especially since the two 
remaining endemic countries are hotspots 
of unpredictability. Travellers from Pakistan 
actually carried polio into Afghanistan in 
August.

In Pakistan, the army has committed to 
providing protection for vaccinators in conflict 
areas and another strategy that has been 
successful has been to set up border posts to 
immunize people as they are fleeing areas of 
conflict and military operations. Rotary 

volunteers staffing 24/7 kiosks in train stations 
and toll booths, so that we can get people 
wherever they happen to be.

There is no question that hurdles remain. By 
the World Health Organization’s order, polio is 
still considered a “public health emergency 
of international concern,” which requires 
countries where the disease exists to either en-
sure its citizens are vaccinated before leaving, 
or prevent their crossing the border. And polio 
still lives quiescently in lab freezers all over the 
world, and those will have to be searched and 
their contents eliminated lest a lab accident 
bring the disease alive again. Plus, up until now, 
the injectable vaccine has been made by start-
ing with a virus that is not only live but virulent, 
posing the risk that a lab accident that could 
release it; British scientists announced that 
they may have found a way to weaken it while 
still yielding a potent vaccine.

When it goes, if it does, polio will gift the world 
not only with its absence, but also with the 
abundant health infrastructure that was set 
up to contain and eliminate it, and can be 
turned to other uses. Rotary is excited at the 
possibility that countries and volunteers would 
be able to turn their attention away from a 
single disease and toward ensuring the overall 
health of children.

We have been doing this for 30 years. 

We’ll continue to fundraise, advocate and raise 
awareness to the last case. 

We are committed to seeing this to the end.

PS Rotary International has recently 
announced a commitment of $35 Million 
for the “End Polio” campaign
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DGE MARTIN GARCIA
Succession planning means success
The changeover of many Rotary 
officeholders each year in July is an 
interesting phenomenon.  It provides 
both challenges and opportunities.  
Challenges for succession planning and 
opportunities in that we have refreshed 
leaders and officeholders and we are 
continually learning as an organisation.

The following training events are coming 
up and more information will be available 
shortly.  In the meantime, please note on 
your calendars.  

South Pacific Presidents-Elect 
Training Seminar (SPPETS)
Held in Auckland each year on the first 
weekend of March for all Assistant 
Governors and Presidents-Elect, SPPETS
 is the second part of training for your Club’s 
President-Elect following PETS 1 training last 
year.  The larger numbers attending allows us 
to attract excellent speakers and share ideas 
with Rotary Clubs from around New Zealand. 

District Chairs’ Briefing 
The briefing will be held in Wellington on 
20 March.  This meeting allows the District 
Governor Elect (DGE) and District Chairs to 
formulate goals for key District Committees 
over 2016-17.  DGE Martin Garcia would 

welcome any suggestions you have on what 
you would like District Committees to deliver.  

District Assembly
All Rotarians are invited to attend the District 
Training Assembly, which will be held on 
Sunday 10 April at Palmerston North 
Boys High School.  New Rotarians and 
officeholders will find it particularly useful 
as they are able to choose from streams 
and sessions covering Club Administration, 
Service Projects, International Service, 
Strengthening Clubs, Youth/Vocational, 
Rotary Leadership lnstitute, and The Rotary 
Foundation.  It is particularly important that 
Clubs who wish to participate in District and 
Global Grants attend The Rotary Foundation 
sessions as part of qualifying their Club for 
grants.

District Changeover
Join District Officers for lunch, information 
and entertainment on 26 June 2016 in Tawa, 
Wellington, as retiring District office holders 
are recognised and new office holders take 
office.

Photos: DGE Martin Garcia and Go-getters Tashi and 
Nungshi Malik are two of the presenters at South 
Pacific PETS.

PARAPARAUMU ROTARY CLUB’S
ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF

Thursday 17th March 2016

Your charitable entry donation provides 
you the opportunity to play the 
Paraparaumu Beach Golf club’s 

superb links.

 Win a weeks stay at Taupo Ika Nui 
timeshare resort or win the all players  

Draw for another week as above

Rotary supporting

Entry forms or information contact
Bob at 04 298 8012 

       E: rht.hamilton@gmail.com 
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I must start this article with a huge thank you. 
I have now returned to New Zealand after 
completing my Peace Fellowship and need to 
thank Rotary for giving me the most amazing 
opportunity. Reflecting over the last 2 years, 
the experiences I’ve had, the things I’ve learnt 
and the people I’ve met, I can honestly say it’s 
changed my life.

I received one of the fifty Rotary International 
Peace Fellowships for 2013-15 and studied at 
the Rotary Peace Centre in Uppsala, Sweden. 
There, for two years I had the great honour of 
attending lectures from renowned researchers 
who are leaders in their field. I soon learnt that 
there was also a great kiwi connection with 
a number of professors having been to New 
Zealand to help establish the Peace and Conflict 
Studies Department at Otago University. 

I was also fortunate to study with wonderful 
local classmates and other Peace Fellows from 
all corners of the globe, who not only became 
life long friends, but who I hope will make great 
colleagues one day when we cross paths in our 
respective careers.

One of the most worthwhile experiences 
during my Fellowship on an academic, 
professional and also a personal level, was 
the Rotary Applied Field Experience (AFE). 
This AFE is a compulsory part of the Peace 
Fellowship and requires Fellows to complete 
practical experience in the area of peace 
and conflict. For this, I went to Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia, to work in the Office of 
the Co-Prosecutor in the UN Assistance to 
the Khmer Rouge Trials for 5 months. There, 
I worked on legal submissions and evidentiary 
analysis in the cases against the various 
accused. To say I was at the Court at an 
historical time is the biggest understatement. 
My time coincided with the release of the 
Judgement in Case 002/01 finding Khieu 
Sampan and Nuon Chea guilty of crimes 
against humanity and sentenced to life 

imprisonment. As you can imagine this was a 
very emotional day for the Cambodian people, 
who had waited 35 years for justice to be 
delivered. The same accused are currently 
on trial for further crimes, and I attended the 
opening hearing where I witnessed opening 
statements from the prosecution, the defence 
and the accused themselves. To see these 
men in person and listen to them speak was 
very surreal.

Following my work at the Court I then went to 
work at the Office of the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
for 3 months. Whilst a completely different 
experience to Cambodia, working in Ethiopia 
was equally as rewarding, with Addis Ababa 
being a hub of UN and diplomatic activity. My 
time there included attending meetings as an 
OHCHR representative at important meetings 
such as the African Regional Conference on 
Women and as such joining in the company of 
representatives and diplomats from all around 
the continent.

After returning to Sweden to complete my 
thesis I graduated from Uppsala University in 
June 2015. This was a bittersweet experience 
as while we were all sad to leave this chapter 
behind, we were also excited about the road 
ahead. 

Since graduating I took some time out to travel 
and also apply for jobs all around the world. 
It is a tough and extremely competitive 
market out there, so I am very grateful for 
the opportunities that the Peace Fellowship 
provided. I am now a Senior Human Rights 
Advisor at the New Zealand Ministry of Justice, 
and it has been a pleasure after all of my 
experiences overseas to be back in the land of 
the long white cloud. At the Ministry I am the 
Bill of Rights Coordinator and so coordinate 
the team responsible for advising the Attorney 
General on the consistency of parliamentary 
Bills with the Bill of Rights Act; and I also help 

with New Zealand’s reporting obligations to 
the United Nations under various human rights 
treaties. 

I can honestly say that I have had the most 
satisfying journey over the last 2 years and I 
cannot thank Rotary enough for providing me 
with the opportunities, continuous support, and 
my very own Rotary family at Port Nicholson, 
Wellington. 

SARAH AGNEW, ROTARY INTERNATIONAL PEACE FELLOW 
from District 9940

Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Uppsala University

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 



SARAH AGNEW, ROTARY INTERNATIONAL PEACE FELLOW 
from District 9940

Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
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I would like your help.  I am busy trying to 
assist, support & fundraise for 3 international 
projects during 2016 supported by the Rotary 
Club of Hutt City.  Would you or your club be 
interested in helping, fundraising or donating 
towards any of these 3 projects, then please 
contact me at dkmair@gmail.com

Project 1 – The installation of a gravity fed 
water system; which will alleviate death & 
suffering for the indigenous Maale Tribe from 
South Omo Region, Ethiopia.  This water 
system will support 90,000 people.  I have 2 
Rotarian plumbers plus a local project manager 
who will go to the tribe and educate them on 
how to maintain the system and help with a 
water harvesting system in the local school.  
Funds needed $12,000

Project 2 – Relocate the discarded lifejackets 
discarded by migrants and refugees entering 

the Greek Islands.  Currently it is estimated 
that 105,000 lifejackets are scattered around 
the island shores.  I am currently working 
with Adrian Brewer from Rotary International 
& the Isle of Wight Club to secure funding to 
transport containers of these lifejackets to Lake 
Victoria and the Philippines.  UNDP through
 Ms Helen Clark has also contributed and 
funded staff and a warehouse in Athens for all 
these lifejackets to be sent too.  From there, 
Rotary International will distribute worldwide.  
In Lake Victoria alone, 5000 fishermen die 
a year by drowning.  At this stage we need 
funding to pay for the transportation of 500,000 
lifejackets to Africa.  This is a 3-year project 
delivering discraded lifejackets worldwide 
through Rotary.  Any funds will be greatly 
appreciated. Click here:   
http://www.benefitgigs.com/lifejackets.htm

Project 3 – A long term, UNESCO Green 
Academy system to provide practical 
sustainable solutions for communal benefit; that 
will encourage children to attend school.  UNES-
CO in partnership with the African Union would 
like to install a Green Academy system into one 
school in each of the 54 African Union countries 
to show how to harvest rainwater and how to use 
grey water to grow crops.  It is hoped that these 
green Academies, will be tailored to 
specific needs of the communities considering 
water, food, solar lighting & plastic recycling 
options .  A major project needing huge 
investment to partner UNESCO

Together we can make a positive difference 
to those in critical need by joining resources 
and funds towards projects that will benefit 
thousands.   Rotary serving humanity.

2016 PROJECTS – DEBBIE MAIR

AGE NO BARRIER TO JOINING ROTARY

At a recent meeting the Rotary 

Club of Wanganui they induced 

two new members.

What was unusual these two 

new members have the unique 

distinction of being 50 years 

apart in age. This must 

demonstrate the inclusiveness 

of Rotary appealing to all ages. Sam Stairmand (31) left and Rod Pearce (81) right.



Rotarians, community organisations and 
families throughout the Wanganui Region 
were deeply saddened to learn of the sudden 
passing of Judith Timpany, aged 63, at her 
Wanganui home in the first week of January. 
She had wide respect for her work in 
philanthropy and in family support.

Judith was President of the Rotary Club of 
Wanganui Daybreak in 2007-08, a Paul Harris 
Fellow, and was an Assistant Rotary District 
Governor in 2009-10 and in 2010-2011. She 
served on several Rotary District Committees, 
in particular the District Governor’s Special 
Task Force on family violence and child abuse 
issues in 2007-08, on District Focus on Families 
committees, on Rotary leadership and 
membership promotion. In 2008 she led a 
Rotary group study exchange team to Denver 
Colorado to study programmes for dealing 
with family violence. 

She spent over 20 years serving in the 
charitable sector going on to become Chief 
Executive of the Wanganui Community 
Foundation, a position she held till 2014. 
She was a Charity Commissioner and Board 
member of the Charities Commission. She 
served on tax and charities and accountability 
working parties. She was a Wanganui District 
Councillor for three years, a Justice of the 
Peace, Chair of Philanthropy New Zealand, 
a trustee of the Wanganui Savings Bank 
and former Trust Bank Central Ltd. She was 
a director of Powerco Ltd, on the Board of 
Wanganui High School, and was a lecturer 
at the Wanganui Regional Community 
Polytechnic. Judith was a member of the 
Religious Society of Friends in Wanganui 
(Quakers).

On learning of Judith’s passing Wanganui 
Mayor, Annette Main, said that Wanganui 
had lost a true and passionate advocate for 

the wellbeing of the community, a kind and 
generous woman whose legacy will live on in 
the enrichment of the lives and work of many 
individuals, groups and organisations she 
worked with for more than two decades. She 
said she enjoyed book club nights with Judith 
which were more than books, as friends came 
together to share thoughts and experiences.
The world of Rotary and Wanganui have lost 
a warm and generous community stalwart. 
Our deepest sympathy is extended to Judith’s 
family and whangai.

Contributed by Past Rotary District Governor 
David Watt 2009-10.
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Kindly designed by 
Harbour City Funeral Home

Sponsorship of this newsletter 
is available contact: 

mickel@slingshot.co.nz

All funds credited to the 
Rotary Foundation.

If you wish to place an article in 

the next publication please send 

your edited piece as a word document

to Michael Fagg by 5.00pm,

15 February 2016.

Email:mickel@slingshot.co.nz

N E W S L E T T E R

4 February
World Cancer Day

6 February
International Day of Zero Tolerance to 
Female Genital Mutilation

11 February
International Day of Women and Girls 
in Science

13 February
World Radio Day

20 February
World Day of Social Justice

21 February
International Mother Language Day

23 February
Rotary’s Anniversary

PASSING OF JUDITH TIMPANY A HUGE 
COMMUNITY LOSS
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